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PREFACE. 


Prefling to the great Duty of 
Thankfulnefs for Mercies. 


HE eminent  Appeas® 
rance» of a Divine 
' Hand adelivering 
this ſinful Nation 
in its plunges of 

| woful Difſtreſſes , 
have been ſuch remarkable Teſti- 
monies -of Infinite Goodneſs and 


Patience, & are /-«rce to be pa- 
rall-1 im any Age of the World, 


in any Nation under Heaven, So 
numerous are the Expreſſions of 

Mercy to a People daring Heaven 
with their. Impicties, thet whoever 


A 2 ſhall 


| know 'my Mercy , to wnderfiand 
| my | 
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ſhall review the Catalogue of ther, 
"will be amazed to ſee one more 
{uperadded fo the former ſo abuſed 
and ſlighted, as wickedly they have 
been by many of #5. Tet Prero- 
gative- Mercy, which, 'aFs beyond 
expedation"and deſert, conquering 
all Pificulties and Diſcourage- 
ments, hath not ſtept alide to give 
may to Juſtice, but bath continued 
its progreſs towards 45: Had it 
not been for this , we had certain- 


ly ſeen more direful Effe&s" of our 


Enemies Projects, than get we have 


beheld. Had it not \been for this, 
we had been as deeply involy d 'in 
Miferv, as we are in Sit. \Henee 
77 our great extremity, after all his 
forgotten favours, he hath ſpoken 
in his T ove, as in Jerem. 16. 21.1 
will this once Cauſe them to know, 
I will-cauſe thera to know ue. 
hand and niy- might," and they 
ſhall know my Name 4s the Lord. 
This once wil/ I cauſe them to 
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my unwillingneſs to deſtroy then - 
and hence it js, that England has 
not, been forſaken of the Lord, al- 
thopghyit is full of fin againſt, the 
Holy Oqe ;of Irach, Jer: $1. 5+... 

Now what \. hath encouraged 
what hath" induced the Lord to 
expreſs thus much favour to ſuch, 
» þ provoke the eyes of hisGlo- 
ry? Jt 3s.only. becauſe He will 
have Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy, Rom.'g., Be it known, 0 
People of Evgland, 'tizs not for 
your Righteoufnels that the Lord 
hath done 463s, for. ye are a (tift- 
necked People, :Dext, 9. 6. Cur 
works and ways deſerve. nothing 
but utter. ruine, and perpetual de- 
Jolatiop. For his Names ſake has 
he done all. this, and, that he 
migat make his mighty Power to 
be known, Pſal. 1c6, &. bis 
ſuper-tranſcendent Goodneſs hath 
wrought out theſe {weet Dclhve- 
rances for #59. And for this end 
hath he done it , that we might 
A 3 re- 
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remember our evil ways, and our 
doings that were not good, and 
might loath our ſelves in our 
own fight, for our iniquities and 
abominations, Ezech. 36. 31. And 
ow fhall we be a happy People, if 
Mercies ſhall ſo prevail upon as., 
as to effet this bleſſed frame and 
diſpoſition in 4x9. For this end 
hath the Almighty tryed us with 
anotber Deliverance, becauſe he 
hath ſaid , It may be they will 
preſent every one their Supplica- 
tions, and return from their evil 
ways, Jer. 36.7. 
0h, what expeFations hath God 
to ſee @ repenting, reforming, holy, 
obedient carriage,upon our receipts 
of ſuch wonderful favours from 
him ! He looks that we will ap- 
pear another manner of People than 
we have been, after theſe eminent, 
Frequent, ſeaſonable, and Mira- 
culous appearances for #9. 0Oh 
therefore, ſince the Lord hath not 
forſaken ws a ſinful People , but 
ſtood 
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ood by us, and redeemed us, when 
appointed to Death, Let us joyn 
our ſelves to the Lord in a perpe- 


!tual Covenant that ſhall never be 


forgotten, Jerem. 50.5. Let ws 


| offer up our ſelves to the Lord as 


FEET 
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{a whole-burat-offering , iz the a- 


ſcending flames of pureſs Aﬀecti- 


, ons, Let #5 not occaſion the ceſ- 
' ſation of Heavenly Kindneſſes, by 


F 


a wicked regardleſneſs of them. 


! Let it be our employment, to ap- 
 plaud and improve the Infinite 


Love of God in all his Mercies. 
Come, let us view the ſudden 


| and ſweet Diſpenſations of God's 


heavenly and holy Providence, and 
fix onr thoughts on his (urprizing 
Benefits, till our hearts are ena- 
mour'd with the Authour of them, 
and transform'd into the likeneſs of 
that loving God that gaves them: let 
1 trace him in his ways of Mercy, 
till we are ſweetly brought into the 
ways of Duty : Let our Souls be 
drawn up to the Center of Heaven, 
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by the Golden Chains of Mercie, 
let down from thence unto ws. Let 
#5 continue a leiſurely Meditation 
On our gracious Deliverances, till 
our AﬀeFions are (ublimated, onr 


hearts inflamed, and a Thankful! 
frame produced. Let ws behold 
our moſt precious Lives preſerved, | 
our inc{timable Liberties ſecured, | 
the conſpicuous and gloriow Light | 
of the Goſpel continued , the Life | 
of his Sacred Majeſty defeaded > | 


f ſay, let ws contemplate theſe 


of; things, till our health ſhall ſound 


Mclodious Praiſcs to that Almighty 
Power that hath done all this. 
Now, Courteous Reader, what 
doth the Lord require for all this 
Kindneſs, but a trucly thankful 
Heart aud Life? And what leſs 
canſt thou give to God than this # 
Thou canſt preſent the Almighty 
with no ſuch pleaſing Offering, as 
a grateful Heart : For God hath 
ſufficiently expreſt his elteem of 
ſuch Preſents, by appointing the 


= uy vv pea fg DD SB VV © HR 


IT 


Thankfulneſs for Mercies. 


Altar of Fncenſe, which was for 
Thank: Offerings, to be encompaſſed 
witha Crown of pureit Gold « for 
though the moſt odoriferous In- 
cenſe is nothing in his account, 
the thank-ful heart that preſents it 
a5 a Teſtimonial of unfeigned Gra- 
fitude, is highly eſteemed by him, 
Neither is there any thing more 
conſonant to the DiGates of Rea- 


* ſon, than that we expreſs all 


manner of kindneſs to thoſe that 
oblige us by their large Munihicence: 
for, Quiſquis magna dedit, voluit 
{ib1 magna repend!. 

The Donors of great favours, expe(F 
anſwerable requitals. And how- 
ever we may forget what we give, 
we muſt not forget what we re- 
ceive: And therefore T may ſay 
as Bernard, Cum amat Deus, mil 
aliud vult quam amari 3 when the 
Lord exprefleth love, he defignes 
to be loved. Azd verily, a grate- 
ful reflexion of honour to God is 
w 329,054, Tarn x7 ta 5: QUT higheſt and 

Ax5 loW- 


A Preface exhorting to 
loweſt Divinity , the higheſt pitch 
of attainments, # bat Love; the 


loweſt return car be nothing be- 
neath it, if any thing at all. The 


only ridvez, or Requitals we can | 


render to God for his richeſt Fa- | 
wours, are only Teſtimonials of 


Thankfulneſs, by extoling his holy 
Name with unfeigned Praiſes, and 
refleFing Honour on h3s bleſſed 
Majeſty by chearful Obedience to 
his ſacred Commandments. Now 


therefore as the piercing Rays of 


the glorious Sun, though paſſing 
through the transfluent Air with 
an imperceptible motion, yet mee- 
ting with a Solid Body rebound 
with an increaſing luſtre 3 ſo ſhould 
our Hearts and Lives refleF the 
honour of all our Mercies on our 
Heavenly BenefaFor. And unleſs 
the Bounty of Heaver gains ſo far 
xpor our obſiinate Hearts , as to 
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effet this work, we ſhall gainlittle | 
by the greateſs Mercies : the ſenſe 


of which cauſed a holy man to 
prey, 
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pray, Domine, da Gratitudinem 
cum Miſericordi2; nolo Miſericor- 
diam fine Gratitudine. Oh Lord, 
give me a thankful heart with thy 
Mercies; Lord, I defire not Mer- 
cies without a grateful heart to 
improve them. And we ſhall finde 
it true, that Mercy unregarded, 
Deliverance not improved, will 
render our condition more deſpe- 
rate and dangerows, and our end 
more miſerable. But, Oh ! How 
zruch is it to be lamented, that a 
Vertue ſo applauded for ſurpaſling 
excellency, a Duty enjoyned with 
fach indiſpenſable Neceflity, 7s ſo 
much unſeen in all, and unpradi- 
ſed by moſt! How are the Mites 
of Mens Bounty more regarded 
than the Mountains of Gods Mer- 
cy + Of the Tex Lepers that our 
-Saviour healed, but one returned 
to gloritie God, Luke 17. 17, 18. 
How few of a whole Nation &delz- 
vered from the barbarons hands 
of bloody-minded men, from the 
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complicated Contrivances of Ro- ' 


miſh Agents, have returned deſer- 
ved Praiſes to our bleSt Redeemer 2 
How are both private and publick 
HMercies buried in the Grave of 


Llathankfulneſs ? which 3s the rea: 


ſor of that Unprofitableneſs which 


lays #5 under the greateſt Curſe. 
Tet an Ungrateful temper is ex- 
tremely odiows in the thoughts of 
all men. Tt receives ablack doom 
even from - ſuch as may juſtly be 
condemned for it. Ingrcatitude is 
that ſin which Lycurgus a Heat hen- 
Lewgiver accounted ſo prodigious, 
inhumane, and abominable, that 
he thought it was ſo impoſſible for 
reaſonable men to be guilty of it, 
that it. would be ſuperfluows to 
enad aLaw to condemn it : And 


_ ths reported of the Egyptians, that 


thoſe among them that wanted 
Humanity to return Kindneſs to 
Benejattors , underwent no leſſer 
Penalty than to be diſabled from 


£aving a Polterity to ſurvive them, 
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that the world might not be peſter'd 
with an ungrateftul Progeny. But 
if the contempt of humane kigd- 
neſſes gives ſuch offence to mortal 
men,and receives ſuch Puniſhments 5 
What puniſhment doth it merit , 
what hatred doth it deſerve, when 
the guilt is infinitely raiſed, by the 
conſideration of that 1nfinite Glo» 
ry that is affronted by it ! The jult 
Threats of the Eternal God againſt 
ſuch Offenders, expreſs its pro- 
voking nature, Dent. 8. 19. It ye 
at all forget the Lord, ---I teſtifie 
againſt you, ye ſhall ſurely periſh, 
If ſuch Severity be to thoſe that 
at all forget, what will be the por- 
tion of ſuch as altogether forget 
the Mercies of God 2 But 0h! 
which of #s hath not ſuffered Di- 
vine Favours to ſlip out of our 
minds? What lels in our thoughts 
thin how much God hath done for 
ws ? Will not Vengeance fall upon 
#5 with a witneſs, zf we proceed 
in ſuch nngrateful courſes & 
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Now therefore, to uſe the words 


of Jude, I will put you in re- | 
membrance, how that the Lord | 
having ſaved the people out of | 
the Land of Eg ypt, afterwards de- |} 
ſtroyed them that believed not , | 
Jude 5. Such will be the portion | 
of all thoſe , we may fear , who | 
will neither love nor obey the Lord, | 
= all the great things He | 

ath done for 4s: but accounting | 
them ſmall things, deny thoſe re- | 
ſpeFs they onght to fhew to hint | 


that did them, Who is wiſe in 
Counſel, and excellent in working. 
But ſhall we be worſe than the Ox 
or Aſs, that know their Maſters, 
and ſerve them? Shall we be more 
ungrateful to God than we are to 
Men The People of Iſrael toll 
Gideon, Judg. 8. 22. Thou ſhalt 
rule over us, ſeeing thou haſt de- 
livered us from the hands of the 
Midianites. Shall we not ſay to 
God, O Lord, ſince in thy infinite 
Mercy thou haſt delivered us from 
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the hands of our enemies, we will 


- | ow ſubmit unto thee, and thou 
| 8 ſhalt rule over wx 2 Oh how plea- 


ſpeak, whether you do well or no 


| 7 ſing wonld this be to God? How 
happy ſheuld we be under ſuch ac- 


knowledgments of Gods Delive- 
rances But to perſiſt in ſin is 
very unreaſonable > Mic. 6. 3. Oh 
my people, teſtifie againſt me: 
What have I done to thee ? 
--- verſ, 4. I brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt, and redee- 
med thee out of the houſe of ſer- 
vants, &c. Oh, my people, ſays 
God, remember what great Deli- 
verances © have wrought, what 
Miracles my arm hath performed 


for you; and will ye ſin after all 


this * 0h England! Aemember 
what God hath done, what Deli- 
verance from a heatheniſh condt- 
tion, what ar eſcape froze Popiſh 
darkneſs, what Redemptions from 
Romiſh Conlpiracies, God hath 
beſtowed; and then let Conſcience 


to 


= © © Zo 


<>——_ 


Preface exhorting to: 


to ſin againſt ſuch a God as this, 
This will never be tolerated' long 


by a Holy God. This will make 


him ſay, as Ezek., 21.3. Behold, 
I am againſt thee, and will draw | 


forth my (word: out of its fheath, 
and will cut off from thee the 
righteous and the wicked, The 
Sword of Juſtice ſheathed. by Di- 
vine Patience,will be drawn out to 
avenge the abuſe of Mercies. Will 
not contempt of Goodneſs bring 
the fulfilling of that Threat upon 
#5, Ezek. 44.25. I will not watch 
over you for good, but for harm ? 
Providence hath hitherto been 
watchſul over us to ſecure #s from 
ruine; but miſerable ſhall we be, 
when God ſhall watch opportunities 
to ruine and deſtroy 14, 

Now I muſt tel/ you , whatever 
our apprehenſions of things may 
be, there is nothing will prevent 
our deſtruFion after Deliverance, 
but a ſerious Repentance, ard 


hearty Reformation. 'Tis not onr 
Po- 
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Policy or Power, tis not our Cou- 
rage or Undauntedneſs car poſſebly 
ſecure #4 5 but except we repent, 
we ſhall furely periſh. Orr Pro- 
fellion and Priviledges are in/uf- 


| ficient to give us ſafety. Jeruſa- 


lem, the holy City, #* now a rui- 
neted heap : a place of ſtrength, 
ſo that the Kings of the earth and 
all the inhabitants of the world 
would not have beheved that 
the enemy and adverſary ſhould 
enter its gates, Lam. 4. 12, and 
yet it is made a perpetual delſa- 
lation by the fire of God's wrath 
kindled againſt it. 

Neither may the Greatelt in our 
Land, if living in (in, think to 
eſcape by or in wickedneſs. \ The 
hand of God will finde- out his 
enemy, though never ſo potent , 
though guarded with all humane 
ſecarities. And certainly, if God 
ſhall at laſt for ozr ſins ſuffer our 


enemies to prevail, Prince and 
Peaſant ſhall ſuffer alike 3; Royal, 


as 
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4 baſe blood, will be a Drink- 
offering. And if is Policy they 
ſpare a while, yet in Cruelty they 
will ſlay at laſt. The dainty Diſh 
7s reſerv d for laſt. The beſt blood 
and the beſt wine are brought forth 
at laſt; the courler blood runs out 
before that pure blood that flows 
From the heart is drawn forth. 
Let none therefore flatter them- 
ſelves in ſin, becauſe exalted to 
eminent degrees of Honour in 4 
ſinful Land. 

But if in ſincerity we turn from 
our ſins, the Lord ſhall be our Se- 
curity, ad appoint Salvation for 
Walls and Balwarks. This ſhall 
be a (ign,. we ſhall ſtill eſcape wien 
we ſhall be mourning for, and lea- 
ving off thoſe ſins, that have 
brought ws into danger. Ezra 7.16. 
Thoſe that have eſcaped ſhall e- 
ſcape, for they ſhall be on the 
Mountains as Doves in the Val- 
leys, mourning every one for 
their own Iniquity. Were there 


ſuch 
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uch an univerſal Mourning for 
wr particular ſzzzs, we ſhould ſoon 
tee Providence ſcattering the 
Fhreatning Clouds that hang over 
mr heads, and raiſing a founda- 
ion for our ſurther hopes of 
eſcape. Oh then that Charity to 
& ruining State, th2t Compaſhon 
to the languiſhing Church of our 
Lord Jeſws Chriit, that our Gra» 
tude to 4 gracious God for his 
Mercies, or that our dread of a 
onfounding Majeſty, and haſte- 
ting Miſery,may make ws break off 
v / God calls, as Jer. 14.17. [ 
dave ſeen thy abormaations; Wo 
Into thee, oh Jerzſalem, wilt thou 
zot be made clean ? when ſhall it 
bnce be ? 0h when ſhall we leave 
ur fins, after ſo many years of 
Patience - tiring, Juſtice-daring 
rovocations £ When (hall 1t once 
de, after ſo any leſſer Judgments 
ounding warnings to 4 to prevent 
mr ruine? Oh when ſhall it be, 
fter all the miraculous engaging 
De- 
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Deliverances God hath given ? 0) 
let this be the time. : 
Now to this end I have preſentes wa 
thee with thoſe Conſiderations, thaj&Ot 
may be Indnucements to all, to learnf"* 
to live more holily, after ſuch rich 
enjoyments of Mercies; and pre 
vent the abuſing of them to ſinf®! 
For as Hermes after Wine' wa 
wont to take 4 grein of Maſtick) 
to prevent its Coagulation zzt: 
deſtruFive Taitarz ſo ſhould mw! 
wiſely fortifie our ſetves by weigh 
ty Conſiderations , ſo to preven 
thofe: ſs we are naturally pron! ha 
fo commit | after the receipt off ©* 
Mercies. And eſpecially, becanſ$% 
when Satan by his Inſtruments hat 
attempted our deſtrution, and oulfi) 
graciows God hath prevented thei 
deſigns by delivering, not (ufferin- 4 
the gates of Hell to prevail again(F”? 
us 3 oxr vigilant Adverlary, ſeeinf he 
he cannot deſtroy ws, will exerciſl 
all bis wyles to deprive ws of thil y 


benefit of Deliverances giver t 1 Dh 
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, by endeavouring to divert our 
winde from con(fdering them, and 
jFntkcing #5 to 4 wrong Improve- 
,fament of them. Let ws alſo be- 
Jieve our future condition 3s like 

o be according to our carriage un- 
,, Mer Gods preſent gracious Diſpen- 
Nations. And I may ſay of Mercy, 
ks the Heathens of Fortune, Nec 
;,£ultores przterit , nec hzret con- 
emptoribus. Tt {lights not its 
orſhippers, neither: will 1t ſtay 
ith its Contemners. - $0 thoſe 
n# hat are grateful for Mercies ſhall 
ever want. them , thoſe that are 
abuſers ſhall not lang enjoy them. 
Kontinuance it fin will. be ſo great 
diſcouragement to God in ways of 
fercies , that we ſhall have juſt 
auſe to deſpair of \future- relief 
n{from him. Tir reported of Al- 
inPhonlus Kirg of Spain 1 that a 
-;({Vwble , beggered 'by bis wicked- 
rhpf'e/4, ſeeking relief, was denied, 

j with this Anſwer, It thou had(t 
APEnt thy eltate in my Service, 


ſn" there 


os 
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4 there were reaſon to provide fey 
q thee; but ſince you have fooliſh 
'Þ ly waſted it, thou ſhalt live 1 
thy wants without my relief. Sz 
althouch God will deliver thoſ 
whoſe dangers ariſe from ſervit; 
of him , yet he may juſily den 
deliverance to thoſe that involri 
themſelves in miſeries by ſinning 
againſt hin. 
Now, Reader , if thou wonderef 
þ ſo important a Subjed# as this, i 
undertaken by ſo weak a hand a 
I mine; know, that gratitude raiſe 
3 the price of the meaneſt preſent 

And this is certain, God doth no 
chooſe means becauſe efteual, bu 
p means are effeFual, becauſe Go, 
f chooſes them. Toxung Samuel w; 
| choſen to carry a meſſage. to Ol 
l Eli, who did not contemn him fo 
Jt his youth , but received the me(/ag 


j the Lord ſent by him. And * 
1 though IT am the meaneſt of Sant 
my weak endeavours may be proſpe 


rows with the bleſſang of an n_ 
ty God. The 
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There is ſuch a pruritus ſcriben- 
di in: this diſeaſed Age, that would 
force me to make ſome plea for ex- 
poſing this (mall Treatiſe #0 pub- 
lick view, But Apologies come 
mence ſo low, that they are rather 
believed to be flatteries thax truths ; 
and (4s one ſaith) ſhould the 
higheſt Proteſtations of my hum- 
ble intentions be entered, I know 
men will take the liberty to be- 
lieve or queſtion at pleaſure. There- 
fore all T ſhall ſay is onely this; 
The ſubje@ and Treatiſe is peace- 
able, not mingling with the intem- 
perate and preternatural heats of 
the Chriſtian, or rather unchriſtian 
Gladiatours of theſe days. The 
Treatiſe is alſo praQical, deſigned 
to reduce the lives of perſons to bet- 
ter order, and not ſtuffed with 
nice ſpeculations, to gratifie mens 
itching ears and wild fancies. TI 
believe alſo you will ſay 'tis plain, 
if not too wncouth. But I ſhall not 


affe# the vain Pedantry of planſt- 
ble 


"TM | A Preface exhorting to 


ble  uggeye for I reckon the 
ſimplicity of ſober, well-meaning 
hearts, need no ſuch curious 
embelliſhments: And IT ſhall be 
| willing to be judged by any, whe- / 
ql ther it be not ſcaſonable 5 and ſo.T 
jt ſhall depend upon the Lord to ac- 
4 company it with his bleſſing to the ||_ 
j Souls of thoſe who ſhall vouchſafe 
to peruſe it ; whoſe Prayers 1 ſhall = 
| defire,. that T' may ſpend my, days 
'F to the glory of Goa, and. in promo» | 
i ting the publick, welfare 5 and ſo |” 


oþ remain, 

] xc. 
Wl Ch:1ms{ora, An unfeigned Well-wiſher 
Y Oftob. 8. 79+ ta the publick;good, 
if: 
* 
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ENGLAND, 


: FOR 
Contemning Deliverances, 


; Ezra 9. 13, 14. 
FS eeing that thou our God haſt puni- 
r ſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve,and 
> haſt given us ſuch a deliverance as thy : 

» {Should we again break thy Commandments ? 
wn—n—_—ſ}/ 1 not tho be angry with 
us till thou hadjt conſumed us, ſo that 
there ſhould be no remnant nor eſcaping ? 

*W tranſcending glory of the Sove- 

raign Governour of Humane Af- 
airs, is by a ſuitable Improvement of his 
arious Providences to us an induſtrious 
nquiry into the bleſſed defigns of his 
p:ovidential diſpenſations, in order therc- 

0, will be accounted no unneceſlary work 


o ſuch as intend that Religious improve- 
A B ment 


Ince one effcctual means to pro- 
mote the dcſerved honour and 


[2] 


ment of them. Of thcle providential 


OCCUrrences , which may not be preter-F 
mitted without ſome ſerious Meditations 
on them , ſome-are of that fort which} 
we call common , from the krequent en-| 3 
joyment of them, (of which kind is our? 
daily Prcſervation , Proviſion , Gubcr-| 
nation) although they are ſpecial, conti-l 
dcring our un'pcaka le miſcry without 
them 3 and theſe (I fy) cannot be ſlight-? 
cd and diſ-regarded , without an unwor-| 
thy diſparagemcnt of infinite mercy, and ; 
contempt ot Sovcraign Majelty, ; 
But bchides thcſe ordinary works of} 
Providence , there are oftentimes extra-þ 
ordinary works preſcntcd to our view, at-} 
rended with f{pccial diſplays, and bearings 
{ome eminent imprettions of Mercy or} 
Juſtice 3 which are not to be over-look'd} 
ma cuſory way , or diſpatcht with aj 
hngle plan CC, but require a dcliberate\ 
Mcdi 'tatio n, a hxcd in} xcction , and a 
fingular improvement. Such unuſual dif-! 
penlations from the Almightics hand, 
have frequently bzen known , both in? 
ways of Mercy and Juſtice in our ſinful! 
Nation , which hath been a Theatre for 
the mixcd diſplays of theſe Glorious 
Attributcs tor many ycars 3 and eſpecial- 


3) 


ly of late, our long-ſuffering God hath 
ſtampt molt illuſtrious impreſhons of mer- 
cy on many of his eminent Providences 
tous 3 of which our Miraculous Delive- 
rance in part vouchſated to us, is an ap- 
parcnt teſtimony 3 and requires the moſt 
taithtul improvemcnt , that hinite crca- 
tures can make of the doings of an infi- 
nite God. 

The Deliverance I mean was that , 
when the ſupream Overſcer of created 
beings in all their opcrations, caſt an un- 
meritcd eye of pity on our {inful Nation, 
languithing with undiſcecracd diltempers : 
when the boundleſs goodnels of the Eter- 
nal God , made a timcly ſtop to our haſt- 
ning ruine:; when the heavcnly witneſs 
that is conſcious to the ſecret aEtions of 
unmindtful Mortals , dete&ted the vaultcd 
contrivanccs of the undermining Moles 
of our Common-wealth 3 when the Al- 
mighty God, who placcs bounds to the 
roaring, waves , and fays to the raging 
{ca, Hitherto and no farther, took oft the 
Chariot-wheels of our turious Encmics : 
whcn he unto whom b:longs the iſſues 
from death, as by a glorious Reſurrecti- 
| on, reſcucd us trom the jaws of deftructi- 
on , Who borc the Image of dcath upon 

B 2 us : 


(4 ] 

us : when the faithtul God diſcovercd the 
unfaithful dcalings of pertdtous Plotters 3 
and by a glorious ray of intinite good- 
nels ſhining, on our clouded Land , hath 
made us a Land of Goſhen, who were ncar 
to be madc a mwilcrable Golgatha, This 
is the Deliverance never to be torgotten , 
the wonderful work with ſuch imprciti- 
ons of mcrcy, which 1s to be beheld with 
molt tixcd intention. 

Now can we cal: our eye on this mag- 
nifhcent maſter-picce of mercy, but our 
cyc mult n<cds aftcct our hearts , and in- 
generate ſuch motions as were in the 
heart of thankful David , Pſal., 116, 12, 
IVhat ſpall T reader to the Lord for all his 
mercy £ 

Can we paſs by this Heavenly favour, 
without a pious inquiry into the gracious 
detigns of our bleficd God mn beltowing 
of it? Hath this uncxpcctcd deliverance 
continucd the chuiccit ot bltlings to us, 
and {hall we diſ-appoint the expcctations 


of God, who is looking tor {ignal re- | 


o la. 


quitals of it? Sarely ſuca a glorious © 


work as this , whercin hath appeared 
the immediate hand of Almighty God, 
the moſt wondcrtul goodneſs of his 
{wectclt nature, the higheſt teſtimo- 

nics 


&. 0 Be # 


| EF] 


nies of his enduring patience , can 
never be over-looked by us 3 unleſs we 
deirgn to affront his mercy , diſdain his 
kindneſs, and darc his jultice. 

But oh miſerable Nation ! oh ungratc- 
ful people ! Where are the tokens of 
thanktul reſpeds for unmeritcd tavours ? 
What notice is there taken that ſuch a 
work hath bcen done among|t us? Who 
lays to heart the opcrations of his hands ? 
Where are the lips that praiſe him , the 
lives that honour him for it? The Idola- 
trous Philiſtines could aſſemble and facri- 
hce to their Dagon, tor delivering Samp- 
ſon theirEncmy i into thcir hands, 7:14.16, 
23, 24 But whcn have we aſſembled 
to ofter the ſacrifice of praiſe to our God, 
tor delivcring us from the hands of our E- 
nemics ? Oh regardleſs peopic * it talking 
ot Deliverance be recomperſe cnough, we 
have paid it if curling our toes be futh- 
cient reward, we have givenit : but it 
repentance of diſobedicnce be the one! 
return , we have yct omitted it: if rc- 
formation can oncly be rcgardcd as a ſut- 
table requital, we arc without it, What 
have we ſeen but unchangcd converſati- 
ons in our changed condition ? What 


have we given to the Lord , bat a dou- 
B 3 bicd 
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bled meaſure of Impicties,for his doubled 
mercies? What have we done.,but endca- 
voured to rcvenge our {clvcs on the mer- 
cy of God that hath ſparcd us ? 

Oh undcſcrving Generation that we 
are! how do we cnjoy mercics, and never 
improve them ? How do we comfortably 
reap the protit of Deliverance , and un- 
taithtully rob the Loxd of the glory of it ? 
How do we ble{s our {clvcs in clcapes , 
and forget the Almighty that gives them 
tous? We arc follicitous wanters, but 
careleſs cnjoycrs, How are we joytul 
when getting out of danger 3 but how 
little care{ul then are we to be getting out 
of *fin ? Mcechinks the Moon that is often 
changivg, and fill keeps its old ſpots, is a 
plain Emblem of our wicked Nation : 
when all things are ruining, ſm remains 
unruined 3 when enjoying, c{capes from 
ruine, ftill fin remains to be again a cauſe 
ct ruine, Oh what unchangcable Ethio- 
fans are we in our {ins ? How like are we 
to the hardned Mariners, who cſcaping 
the'tatal dangers of a threatning tfiorm , 
remain ſecure till another Tempett hangs 
over their heads? What ſuccelſon of 

ercics do we promile our ſclves , in the 
vilclt continuance in deliroying, iniquities ! 
But 


a 


7 ] 


1 Butis aw no hopeFthat the conſide- 
Jration of dclivering Mercics may over- 
power us from going on in our wickcd 
:comſcs? . Were they prelt upon our Con- 
{{ciences, would they not prevail to effect 
{{ome reformation ? It may be a word that 
7 will ſuit to the works of the Lord among 
Jus, may make ſome impreiken , ctfcct 
{forme conviction, and prodi: << {OMe 
amendment. Bcho!d then a Word cnough 
| to melt our hcarts with the reading of 
{itz to difſolve us into tears by meditating 
lon its to make us retorm by applying ot 


4 
t 
| 
| 


L it, — Secing tor Þif given us (it 4) FW þ OY 
* verance 45 this . ſhout 4 = «74 break thy 
' commandment 2 "DE A(t thozt not b: 


- 
| 41 £7) with us ti! =—_ bal c0/4 {med us ? 
| hs theſe words arc contain'd, 
| 1. A thavkiul acknowiclgment of the 
| vndcſerved mc ercy their gracious God had 
| Cxcrciled towards t! emconfitl 10g in theſe 
| two things. 

1. He had puniſhed them Icfs than their 
{ms deſerved, They admire the Clemen- 
| cy of Almighty God , that when their 

miquitics wcre wondertully great , their 
puniſhmcnts thould bc mitigated with ſo 
much mcrcy, 'IThe Hcbrew Verb TU 
B 4 NCre 


[8 ] 


here nſcd , ſigniti®s (1.) Cohibere ſe, to 


with-hold ones ſelf; And fo the ſence isf 


clegant, Thou haſt with-held thy ſclt from 
doing what our iniquities deſerved from 
thee, Thou wouldtt not ſuffer thy dirc- 
tul anger to break out againſt us to the 


utmolt, but didit refraim thy felt from F 


making an irrcparable ruine amongltt us, 
Had!t thou proportioncd thy detiroying 
judgment, to our daring provocations , 


and thy wrathtul dealings to our valt de- |3 


{crts , we had not been a people at this 
very day : but thy -mercy detain'd . the 
hands of thy Jultice 3 and thou didli not 
{o much deſign to conſume us, but onely 
to corre&t us. The like acknowledgment 
have we cauſe to make , _ having had cx- 
perienecs of the ſame clemency : tor 
when our provoked God hath come out 
againſt us with waſting Wars, deſtroying 
Flagues ,, devouring Flames 3 yet he re- 
ſtrained his wrath , and ſuſpended the 
preatelt part of the judgments we. deler- 
ved from himz and although when he 
began, there was cauſe enongh to make a 
full end of us all, yet in the mid(t of 
Juſtice he remembred mercy ,*and graci- 

ouſly detiticd trom ruining of us, 
2, The word fignihes Cohtbere aliquid , 
tO 
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# to reſtrain any thing elſe. So the ſence 
ce is is, Thou haſt rcftrained , kept down our 
om þ fins from riſing up in iudgment againſt us3 
om | for bad they appearcd againlt us, we had 
re- | utterly been ruin'd. 
the!) 2+ This Mercy was cxprelt to them, by 
xn | the working, out for them ſo great a de- 
us, | | liverance;Since thou haſt given us ſuch a de- 
ng 2 liverance, implying how mecrcitul , how 
'5, { ſcaſonable. how undeſerved a deliverance 
1-. |: that was they received: 3 and {auch 1s ours, 
1is 7 that the Almighty God hath vouchſafcd 
a 27 tO US, 
or 4 2. You have here the deep ſenſe of du- 
ly ty that was upon his heart 3 which duty 
nt | Was to break off fin, which onely can 
= | be a juſt return to God tor his good- 
Is" | nels. 
at 3. You have his ſenſe of danger, if fin 
1g | was perliſted in after ſuch a deliverance 3 
= © Would|t thou not conſume us ? &C. 
\o | 4+. You have the aggravation of that 
! deſtruction under ſuch hainous ſinning , 


r- 

ie | Ti there were no remnant nor eſcaping. 

1 The general Heads I hall ivhitt upon , 
f | which are immediately contained in, or 
;_ } may ſerve to explain this Text, are thele, 


I. That the great delign of God in 


- ! bcltowing merciful deliverances on a peo- 
= ot, Fy 


Rowe < I 6 
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ple, is to reclaim them from ſin. 

2. That ſuch is that wickedneſs that 
is in the moſt of mcn, that they arc 
prone to wax worle after deliverances. 

3. That f{inning after Deliverance , is 
the moſt hainous {mning, 


4. That fmning after Ddiverance.hath |: 


a peculiar influence to haſten deſtruction. |: 


5. That Deſtruction for fins aftcr De- *: 


liverance , will be the moſt dreadful de- 
{iruction. Now I ſhall endeavour, Deo ju- 
vante, to ſpcak ſomcthing to cach of theſe 
in order. 


PROPOSITION 1. 


The deſign of God in delivering a 
people trom eminent dangers of ruine, is 
to oblige them to forſake all ſinful 'and 


Ls 
Y 


A DEB Bee ann, 19s, 260m 


wickcd praCticcs, The intent of delive- 


ring mercics, 4s to cauſe us to repent of 


our dcttroying iniquitiess The main end ! 


of Gods excrciling goodneſs towards us, 
is oncly to cftcct ſome goodneſs in ' us, 
The defign of ſpecial mercies ,. is to make 
us a {pcc:al people. The Almighty God 
dclights nct to reduce a pcople from fin- 
ful courſes, by laying them under ſuch 
heavy judgments as may render them in- 

| capable 


# 
- 
1 
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[IT] 
capable of committing thoſe fins , which 
otherwiſe their wills inclinc them to 3 but 
the way oft his plcaſure is to conter ſuch 
mercics upon them , as may {ivectly con- 
quer their [tubborn hcarts, and gain thcir 
averſc minds to. himſclf., Hconce when 
the lin and folly of an obltinate pcople 
hath reduc'd them to incxtricable ttraits, 
the ctcrnal God doth not luſter his de- 
(troying wrath to break forth againtt 
them , ſaying, I ſce them hclplts and palt 
recovery, now thercfore will I caſe me of 
my adverfarics, and avenge me of my 
enemics 3 but compaſſion being kindlcd 
in his merciful breaſt, Now. fays the Lord 
I will lend a hclping hand, and give 
them that experience, and thoſe cviden- 
ccs of my goodneſs, that fhall for cver 
oblige them to me, and win them trom 
procecding in ways of rcbcllion againſt 
mc, Thus all our dcliverances lay us un- 
der perpetual hfigaricns to devote our 
ſelves to the blcfied work and {crvice of 
our dclivcring God. 

Our mcrcics arc not beautiful Tombes 
in our way , wherewith we may dclight 
our cyes3 but Chariocs to. carry 1is on 
with more plcaſure and checrtulncſs in 
the ways of our gracious God, - The = 
0 


[12] 
of dcliverances 1s plainly ſ{ccn, Like 1. 74, 
75+ That we bing delivered from the hands 
of oxr enemies , may ſerve him without fear, 


in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs a!l the days 


of our lives, We are not delivered from 
enemics, to continue enemics to God z but 
an elcape 1s given us from the hands of 
enemics, that we may rclign up our {clves 
into the hands of our God. 

When God prevents our becoming, mi- 
{crable preys to unmercitul toes, *tis to ob- 
lige us cvcr to praiſe him with thankful 
hcarts and obcdient livcs,, Pſal. 105. 37. 
He brought forth that people with ſilver ang 
gold; ſpread a cloud for a on , and 
fire to give lizht in the night , v. 39. He 
brought qu. ls, znd ſatifyed them with bread 
from heaven : be br ought forth his people with 
Joy , and bis choſcn with gladneſs, V. 43: 
__ what was the dctign of all this favour? 

45» That they might obſer ve his Statutes, 
a heep his Laws. Although our mcr- 
cics are Gods gitts, yet they greatly raiſe 
our debts. The tavours we receive trom 


our gracious God , arc not as payments 
given to ſervants to diſcharge trom work, 
but like the cncouragemcents tender Pa- 
to increaſe thcir 
*Tis pro- 

milcd 


rents vive to Childrcn , 
dutiful ſervice and obc dic ICC, 


| 
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? miſcd. H-/. Jo tt, They fatl fear the 
Lord and bis goodneſs, or, > tartam Di 


beneficentian , Grot, they (hall fcrve and 
obcy him for his goodneſſes, in returning 
and rcſtoring, of them: that wonderful 
kindnc{s was for this cnd , to ingenerate 
obcdicnt love, and induce to conſtant 
loyalty to ſo bleft a Redcemer, 

Now had not theſe bleſſed intentions 


| and gracious deligns bcen in the heart of 


our God , he had never cxerciſcd hjs 


' Almighty power for our help and relicf;as 


of late he hath done : but he dcligning 
to reclaim us from fm, hath reſtrained 


| his wrath, and revcaled our danger ; that 


fo by giving us the advantage of ſuch a 
mercy , we might render to him the glo- 
ry of it. And what can be more rcaſona- 


| ble, than to give God the glory of that, 


| whereof we have the profit ? What more 


unjult, than to croſs ſuch gracious defigns 
as theſe ? And therefore unle(s we dciign 


, to dcbar our {clves from tuture mercies , 
! it conccrns us greatly to anſwer Gods de- 


wr Ob 


ſign in theſe 3 unleſs we intend by our 


| incorrigiblencſs to bring irreparable 


us om - 


ruines upon our ſclves, it highly concerns 


? vs by this goodneſs of God, tobe led to 
' that Repcntance and Reformation intcn- 


dcd 


[14] 
ded by it. For to what end hath this 
grace of God appear'd , but to teach us to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly lujts , and 
that we might live ſoberly , righteouſly, and 

godly in this preſent world ? 
I (hall now propoſe ſome few Reaſons, 
why the glorious God condeſccnds to 


ſtrive with Man with thus much good- | 


neſs , rather than reduce him by forcible 
coactions, and dettroying judgments 3 
why he doth not caſe him of his Enc- 


mies by his Almighty power , but cndea- 2 


vour to make them tricnds by obliging 
favours, 


KEEBISONEX 


Becauſe this way and method is moſt 
ſuitable to his gracious nature. Rough 
ſpirited men in reducing offenders , wall 


uſe nothing but harſh ſeverity : but ſuch 


whole nature is tempered with amiable 


ekneſs , abhor ſuch wrathful means 3 ! 
and will make experiment what clemen- ? ; 
cy a 


kindneſs will do, bcfore they pro- | 
ceed to powertul compulli ons. Thus the } 


great God having declarcd himlclt to be : 
moſt gracious , will experience how far ! 
he can prevail by the exerciſe of good- * 


nels, Þ 


ec. oy bags > 
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neſs, before he proceeds to the diſplays 
? of his juſtice and greatnels. So good 
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is our God. that he is ready to make proot 
of the cfhcacy of a thouſand {miles of 
mercy , rather than of a {ingle ſtroak of 


{ Juſtice, Theritles of honour which dif- 


cover his nature,, do molily {ct out his 


| abounding goodneſs, Exod. 34. 5, 6. The 


Lord , the Lord God , merciful and graci= 
ous , long ſuffering, and abundant in truth 
and goodneſs, The whole world is em- 


| broidered with infinite imprefſions of 
| goodneſs. Among his blefled Attributes, 


| his grace is uppermoſt 3 and though he 


be equally juſt as good , yet he cxerciſes 


| his goodneſs more than his julitce. This 


* | compliſh his deſigns by clemency. 


is the fairclt lower in the garland of Ma- 


7 jeſtys the brighteſt ray that iſſues from 
| that un-approachable light z the height 
| of his immenſurable and Imperial glory. 
' Now if we conſider his readineſs to mer- 


cy , and his flownels to anger 3 his fre- 
quency in diſplays of gooancls , and the 
rarity of amazing judgments 3 his reſdl- 
vedneſs in ways of grace, and reſcrved- 
neſs in ways of juſtice z we may eahily ſec 
*tis moſt agrecable to his nature, to ac- 


REX4> 
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REASON 2, 


Becauſe this merciful method is moſt 
agreeable to the nature of man. The 
molt powertul Engine to attract the will 
of man, is the good will and mercy of 
God. Man bcing of a generous ſpirit, is 
more cafily drawn than driven, pcr{wa- 
ded than forced. Murdcring ſeverity may 
force a {laviſh fear , but never produce 
any loving obedience. Dipping in the 
{weeteſt oyl of mercy , is moſt cffeCtual 
to ſoften the hardned hearts of men. 
Pariftenſis relates a Hiſtory of a ſtubborn 
{mner, that nothing would reclaim 3 but 
God hcaping up tavours upon him , at 
laſt he cries out , Viciſti benigniſſime Deus 
indefatigabili bonitate Oh kindeſi God , 
thou haſt conquered me with thy un- 
wearied goodnels. Were a man to re- 
lieve an inveterate enemy in a periſhing, 
condition, it could not but effc&t a 
change , , and make him become an inti- 
mate and . conſtant friend. Sullen , pe- 
remptory, and impcrious commands, have, 
little influence to {way obduratc Enemies, 
The kindneſs of conſcientious David in 


{paring Saul his mortal Enemy , ga” 
Is 


OM FR a () oew© 
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| his ſtony heart , and made him promilſe 
| eternal triendihip, 1 Sam. 26, 21, Thare 
2 fnned, ſays Saul, I will do thee no more 


f harm , feerig my life was precious mm thy 
7 foht. And will not the moſt retraQory 
> ſinner be rcady to come to terms of peace, 
at the recciving ſuch kindneſs from the 
= hand of God? will he not ſ{ay,Ah T ord, 


I have bcen an ungodly Encmy, and im- 
|padent Rebel againſt thee 3 thou hadli 
*me in thy hand,and mightcſt have ſuffer'd 
{my bloody Encmics to have cut me off 3 

thou mightelt have diſpatcht me to cter- 


nal Torments : but tince thou haſt been fo 


{gracious to ſpareand deliver me thy Enc- 
[my , hencctorth I thall ever be thy triend, 
{and never offer to rebcl any more, 

; REASON 3. 

God procceds in theſe gracious mc- 
ithods, becauſe of the cxperienc'd in- 
pectralnels of deſtroying judgments to 
Jeffect a lincere Repentance, and produce 
fan unfeigned obedience. Mercy hath cvcr 


. __ more. with finners than wrath. 


everity in exerciting judgments , may 
xurb a hcad-ftrong tmner from outward 


*norm ities z but the bent of his will, and 
the 


* -ancncs "me - 
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the inclination of his heart ſtill remains to 
commit it. Theſe uſually have no farther 
influcnce , than -to render men like roa- 
ring Lyons contin'd by Iron grates 3 like 
ravenous dogs reltrain'd by heavy chains 3 
onely making an impcdiment from act- 
ing. not an amcndment as to the will to 
as A lock may ftop a Thict, yet it al- 
ters not his mind. 

This incttc&ualncſs of judgments, hath 
often been evidenc'd in the dcvilith be- 
haviour that hath appcarcd in many un- 
der them. How many in blaſphemous 
enraged paſhons , have belch'd out moſt 
exccrable Oaths and reproachtul ſpeeches 


again{t Hcaven , and the inſtrumcnts of | 
Pau 
per 
thcir 


Inc 


Divine vengeance , Et quem oderamnd perive 
ctpiunt , wiſhing the dcſiruCtion of the 
God that deftroyed them ? As the Cilici- 
ans made War againit Mount A t:2, {pit- 
ting out ſulphurcous flames upon them : 
with {uch madneſs do rcbcllious wretchecs 
contend with the Almighty , conſuming 
them by the hre of dclerved vengeance, 

How often do men bid dchance to God 
heaping up plagues upon them ! and ſtopt 
in their fintul courles as Balaam by the 
Angel, ſtill will ſpur on in deſpite of God 
himſclf, 
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Zeph. 3.5. Every morning he brings his 
udgments to light , but the wicked know no 
hame. Sins were continued under conti- 
ual judgments z ſo Fer. 5. 3. They were 

itten,and did not grizve. 

And if at any time judgments have at- 
{cd a finful pcople, by rcaſon of the 
extremity of them : yet all thoſe appea- 
yances of Devotion under them , havc 
cn moſily dclutions 3 being onely the 
workings of nature, cxprciling a {cnſe of 
ſuffering, not the eftects of gracc., de- 
claring a forrow for inning : hence hard- 
n<d Pharaob Wis the dittreſs of mira- 
culous judgments , is ſeemingly moved 


- [ich Repentance. Thus thoulands are 


þ:autiful in pangs , but *tis onely the 
pperations of judgments on the body,not 
their impreſſion on the heart. But this 
incftcctualne(s of deſtroying judgments , 
35 declarcd abundantly by the following 
Tarriage of the ſuffercrs by them. For 
ow many have we known, after the wea- 
[us oft the {marting ſenſe of Vengeance, 
ave proved the grandces and Impcrialilts 
in provoking wickedneſſes? and the ftorm 
pt judgements being a little over , 
have rid on with a full carrcer, and un- 
bridled chaſe, in their unlicenſed courſes. 
Since 
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the inclination of his heart (ti]l remains to 
commit it. Theſe uſually have no farther 
influence, than to render men like roa- 
ring Lyons contin'd by Iron grates 3 like 
ravenous dogs reltrain'd by heavy chains 3 
onely making an impcdiment trom act- 
ing, not an amendment as to the will to 
as A lock may ſtopa Thict, yet it al- 
ters not his mind. 

This incttc&ualncſs of judgments, hath 
often bcen evidenc'd in the dcvilith be- 
haviour that hath appcarcd in many un- 
der thcm. How many in blaſphcmous 
enraged paſſions , have belch'd out moſt 
exccrable Oaths and reproachtul ſpeeches 


againlt Hcaven , and the inſtrumcnts of | 


Divine vengeance , Et quem oderant perire 
ctpimmt , wilſhing the deſtruction of the 
God that deltroycd them ? As the Cilici- 
ans made War againlt Mount A t:2, {pit- 
ting out {ulphurecus flames upon them : 


with {uch madneſs do rebcllious wretchcs ! 


contend with the Almighty , conſuming 
them by the hre of dclerved vengeance. 
How often do men bid dchance to God 
heaping up plagues upon them ! and {topt 
in their ſntul courſes as Balaam by the 
Angel, ſtill will ſpur on in deſpite of God 
himſelf, 
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Zeph. 3.5. Every morning he brings his 
udaments to light , but the wicked know no 
bame. Sins were continucd under conti- 
wal judgments 3 fo Fer. 5. 3. They were 
mitten,and did not gricve. 

. þ And it at any time judgments have at- 
) {cd a ſinfol people, by rcaſon of the 
- extremity of them : yet all thoſe appea- 
fances of Devotion under them , have 
\ [been moſtly dcluftions > being onely the 
workings of nature, exprciling a {enſe of 
ſuffering, not the effects of grace, de- 
claring a ſorrow for ſinning : hence hard- 
- fincd Pharaoh Ws the diſtreſs of mira- 
. [culous judgments , 15 ſeemingly moved 
- [with Repentance. Thus thouſands are 
, [Þcautiful in pangs , but *tis onely the 
pperations of judgments on the body,not 
their impreſſion on the heart, But this 
Incfcualneſs of deſtroying judgments , 
5 declared abundantly by the following 
Tarriage of the ſuffercrs by them, For 
ow many have we known, aftcr the wea- 
ing, off the {marting ſenſe of Vengeance, 
have proved the grandces and Impcrialitis 
n provoking wickedneſſes? and the ſtorm 
bf judgements - being a little over , 
fave rid on with a full carrcer, and un 
pridled chaſe, in their unlicenſed courſes. 
| Since 
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Since then this way effedts ſo little , Godptoo 1 
will rather make uſe of mercics : finceBHcn 
horrid defolations will rake no mere im-fjrage 
prcthon , God will make experimentſintts 


Go 
WC 

Wa y 
ar 


what deliverance will do. So then, to 
conclude this head, God uſes theſe means. 
becauſe as Sola miſericordia deducit Deum 
ad homines, {o Sola miſericordia reducit ho 


mines ad Deum : As mercy onely bring$do r 
down God to man, ſo mercy onely bringPare 
back man to God. ſhev 
'THM} 
lontbints 5 jabou 

i{pec 


Such is the wickedneſs of our corrupt}to 1 
ed hearts , that we are prone to proceedPatte 
in ſin, notwithſtanding the Lord is ufing}com 
theſe means with us to reclaim us, Weby | 
are apt to make uſe of our deliverance Mer 
to further our fins, rather than improvqjlith 
them to the torſaking of them. For :#Ou 
the rcd Sea drinks in the River Fordanyz the 
yet is never the {weeter 3 and the vaiſithe 
Occan all other Rivcrs, yet is not thl £ 
treſher : ſo we reccive the molt excellent} frud 
mercies, and vct are but little the betterl{ipri 
So entire is our curſed affection to out} thei 
c{pouſcd Luſts, that whoever be diſ-enga4! Hoſ 
ged , and whocver be diſplcaſcd, we ard} 5:44 

to0 


l 
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too much reſolv*d to continue in them, 
Hence the mercies God gives for encou- 
n-firagerents to ſerve him, we turn to be 
Finttruments ot finning againit him. When 
wh God doth moſt tor us in ways of mercy, 
5. we arc prone to do molt againit him” in 
mp ways of fin. *TI1s reported of the Leg- 
par, char *tis moſt ſavage to thoſe that 
do moſt tor it. Too trueit is of us ; we 
Fare wretchedly moſt unkind, to thoſe that 
ſhew molt kindneſs to us. Felicitate cor- 
rampimur , outward © felicitie makes us 
/abound in iniquity. After the receipt of 
ſpecial favours , we often looſen the reins 
t4to Impiety , and run more cxtravagantly 
«dfafter our own inventions. How many be- 
gÞcome morc nimble in the feats of iniquity, 
/<{by being anointed with the oyl of mercy ? 
&Þ Mcn nurſe the hatctul brats of their devi- 
v4 liſh luſts, at the breati ot Divinc bounty, 
ad Our cnvenom'd natures extract food for 
14 the nouriſhment of abominable tins, from 
i{i1the ſingular favours of a gracious God, 
144 As when the ſeaſon grows warm , by 
not frudtifying rays of the Sun , the weeds 
11 ipring up 3 ſo by the increaſe of mercies, 
1) there 15 often the abounding of iniquity, 
a#l Hof” 10. 1. Ijrael is an empty vine « or, 
ral 9Mureons iti LUXUTIANS 5 @ WINd vine: ace 


cording 
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cording to the multitudes of by fruits, he hai 
increaſed the altars, 1. e, Quo res babuit pry © 
ſperiores.eo magis indulfit Idololatrie, Gro & 
The more proſperity, the more Idolatrf 
*Tis obſerved of the Splcen , the great Þ 
it grows , the lc{s the body is: the morh) P 
Temporal mercics, the leſs heavenly ſpit 
rits and holy obedience. Hoſ. 4. 7. As they * 
increaſed.they ſinned againſt me,Heb. 252" 
Sicut multiplicari eis , as I multiplyed t 
them ; or, as I increaſed deliveranccs, h 
nour, riches 3 ſo they finncd againſt me; 
As judgments will not bridle us , ſo mcr4 
cics will not break us off our finning. 1/a; 
26,10, Let favonr be ſhown tothe wicked 
yet will he not learn righteonſneſs.In the tor? 
mer verlcs the Prophct ſhews , that the 
people of God would ſerve him even un-? 
der afflictions but as for the wicked, nei-® 
ther mercies nor afflictions work upon? 
them. Mercies are meſſengers to infirud? 
us our duty 3 but alchough tor many ycars! 
we have bcen called upon by them , yet" 
how little have we learnt to love, {crve,! 
and obcy our God by them ? Noah mira-! 
culouſly delivercd, is abominably drawn! 
into fm, He that had the highett proofs) ! 
of the mercy and juſtice of God, mercy} | 
co himſelf, juttice to the world, lycs drunk? * 
nn: 
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þ,;K in his Tent 3 preſerved trom waters, over- 
pry come by wine : bchold, you may fee him 
ro guilty of the fin tor which he ſaw the 
atriþ world condemned 3 you may fee him to 
-2:Þ1 be rcbuked tor the fin he {o often had re- 
nor} proved : and he that was {o holy before, 
(pi) NOW becomes a pattern of uncleanncls , 
Wo and example tor future wickednels : thus 
"4 prone are the bcſt to fin after deliverance, 
1 jj Thus holy Hezckiah, 2 Chron. 32.24, 25. 

| ho#} God delivercd him from death , but he 
mel} rendred not to the Lord according to the be- 
ner} nefit done unto him , for his heart was lifted 
Iſs] #p.not with thankfulncſs, but haughtineſs 3 
k-4|| not in praiſes,but with pride. Dext.32.15, 
tor!) Jeſpurun waxed fat and kicked, then be for- 
the) ſook, the God that made bim , and lightly 
un[J eſteemed the Rock of bis ſalvation. Dclive- 
ci. rance had made way tor his promotion z 
pon! and he bcing promoted , God was rcjcct- 
144 cd. Righceous Lot by diltinguithing fa- 
cars vour c{caping the flames of Sodom, tell 
yer into the fre of fn. The alhes of Sodom , 
rve,4 the piJlar of ſalt, made him nof wile c- 
ira. nough to thun the drunken bed df Incett. 
in] Who could have thought Lo thould fall 
ofs| into {ſuch Impictics , upon the receipt of 
cyl ſuch mercies ? but thus Prone are we to 
ank® abuſe goodneſs, and rcady to flight the 


my gIcat- 
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greateſt kindneſs : how often do we turn 
our Phylick to poiſon ? 

How often do we make our Mercics 
Cemmeatis peccandi , Inlets to fin ? *Tis 


ſaid concerning, Eve , that God defign'dF 
her an helper to Adam, and made her ot his Þ 
7ib 3 but the devil wi wy; caieny, fin iniugn, Þ 
took his rib.and madc it a tatal dart. So 
God gives Mercies with good intentions, F 
but Satan ſiding with our corrupt inclina- | 
tions , makcs uſc of them to our great þ 


diſadvantage. 


I ſhall now conſider how it comes to | 


paſs, that Dcliverances have no more In- 
fluence upon us, and how we become ſo 
prone to tin after them, 

(1.,) It ariſes from the mighty Power 
that accuſtomed fins have upon the heart, 
When higheſt Reaſons are obliging to 
leave im, the force of Cuſtom prevents 


their opcration., When men are {oakcd | 


in Scnſuality, fleſht in Villany, thorough- 


paced in Rebcllious courſes, what 1s able j 
Hereby the heart 1s {Oo þ 


to change them ? 


dircfully hardncd, the Devil's Kingdon fo 


invincibly tortiticd, and fin itſelt fo much | 


endcarcd, that there is unſpeakable dith- 
culty in ccnquering of it. Ezek, 16. 4. 
When delivered from Epypt *tis ſaid, Their 


- 
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n ENavil was not cut, The Navil is that 
whereby the Child is ſupplyed with nou- 
riſhment in the Mothers Womb, So this 
:xpreſſion means, Iſrael was (till drawing 
in Egyptian Manncrs and Superſtitionsbc- 
| - + grges to them, they ſtill hanke- 
gced after them, notwithſtanding thcir 
prcat deliverance. 
| And although for a while a deliverance 
quay ſeem to make ſome impreſſion , yet 
At as the water heated , redit ad ingenium, 
, rows cold again : ſo affections to God 
tO Bycar off, and men are hankering after 
n- [their former Luſts. So Exzek. 23. 8. Neither 
10 Reft ſhe her whoredoms brought from Egypt. 
Difficile eſt ab ufitatis definere : Accuſtomed 
CT fins are hardly deſerted : fins often renew- 
rt. $d, are hardly reformed 3 ſudden mercics, 
tO hough never fo great , will hardly wcar 
15 Hut continued fins. 
ca | 2, The reaſon why our Dcliverances 
h- work no greater Reformation , is, becauſe 
wc fix our Eyes too much upon ſecond 
(0 | auſes, and inferiour Inſtruments , with- 
10 Kut a duc acknowledgment of the hand 
ch i God. Hence we are prone to con- 
f1i- ive our ſclves more obliged to Menthan 
4+ þÞ God himſelf How wickedly do ma- 
ear & aſcribe more to Humane Policy , and 
wil ; CG Hea- 
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Heatheniſh Fortune, than to infinite pow- Þ | 
cr and Heavenly favour ? Hoſe: 11.3. They 
knew not that T healed them. Neſcire dicitir 
qiti gratiam non refert : He is ignorant who 
neither obſerves nor anſwers the mcrci- 


| 

| 

( 

Attributing Deliverances to man, hin-Þ « 
ders the performance of duty to God. Thef | 
C 

a 
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reaſon why mercies are not ſeconded with 
obedicnce to God, is. becanſe we look too 
much to {ccond cauſes ſo thoſe Hab.1.16.Þ {; 
Their portion was fat , and they ſacrificed t\ k 
their nets, and burnt incenſe to their drags} a 
Thus the Aſſyrian proudly aſcribed all toff q 
himſelf, 1a. 10. 14. By the ſtrength of m k 
hand have I doxe it, and by my wiſdom » for\ 
I am prudent. How can the mercy of God}! 4; 
be anſwered , if it be not owned ? Howl! ,, 
can we requite God for dclivcring, it wt} 
deny the receipts of deliverance trom hin] ys 
It we look not upon our mercies as given m 
by God , we [hall give God nothing tot (6 
his mercies. Ih 
3. Deliverances are no more influentiaſf gy 
to reclaim from fin., becauſe of our unf{{;y 
reaſonable oblivion of them. Our greaf{p; 
telt mercics are but nine days wonders 
preſent impreſſions made by deliverance fy 
are ſoon worn off by neglect of tuture conf, 
ſideration 
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v- | ſideration. The ſenſe of our Engage- 
eyF ments to Obedicnce wearing, off, our in- 
yh clinations to fin make head, When mer- 
oF cies are new, how frequent is our remem- 
ci-F brance of them?Whilit employed in our 
daily labours, our minds are admiring 
n-F delivering love : When waking in the 
heP night , theſe are the objedts of Mcditati- 
ithÞ; on 3 when converſing with friends, theſe 
:00F are the Theams we diſcourſe of, Now 
16.Þ ſomewhat muſt be done to requite this 
4 to} kindneſs; but too ſudden a forgetfulneſs 
1854) anticipates and prevents the pertormance 
| toff of our acknowledged obcdience, Dewt.3 2, 
"m) 117, 13, they are charged with abomina- 
for! ble fins and it ftands as a reaſon, becauſe 
od} they forgot the God that formed them.and the 
low | rock that begat them. Did we not forget 
W@! our mercies, our Conſcicnces would torce 
uf us to forſake our fins. Were our hearts 
vn} more but Repoſitories for Gods favours , 
z 0!) (o much Iniquity would not be lodged in 
 {them. Forgetting Gods mercics , 1s not 
ntiaF onely a baſe unworthy ſin,but a breeding 
r unfſin ; many deſperate fins ariſe from de- 
2rcafi{piſing the kindneſs of our God. And 
JersÞ oh , how unſpeakably ſtrange 1s it , that 
ncciiwe can forget him, who doth ſo much to 
* COMFþe remembred ? That we can ſuffer his 
2tio!, C 2 mCrcic3 
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mercies to paſs out of our mind , whoſe 
mercics are new every moment ? How 
impoſſible would it be to live in unla- 
mented fin, did we live in the ſenſe of 
undeſerved mercics ! Hence it is we are 
ſo prone to fin after deliverances, becauſe 
we are ſo apt to ſuffer them to flip out 
of our labile memorics. 

4. This continuance in fin after deli- 
verancces, ariſes from perſons bolttring up 


themſelves with fintul preſumptions that | 


the dangers of deſtruction are paſt, When 
men begin to apprehend all things are 
well, they arcapt to take occaſion to do 
ill. When men are conceiving the bit- 
terneſs of death is paſt , they little mind 
to reform the baſencſs of their lives, 


They care not how little they live to God, | 


when they preſume they ſhall live long, 


Eccleſ. 8. 11, Becauſe ſentence 14 not ſpeedi- | 
ly executed , therefore the hearts of the ſons | 


of men are fully ſet in themſelves to do evil, 
R7D Syr. roboratur ; their hearts are 
lirengthened,cmboldned in them to goon 
in Cvil. as 27 innnegrrghin xegHins Orc,Becaule 
of this delaying judgments, they go on 


with a full confidence.they in with COUTagc, | 
This is as wind to thcir ſayls, that drives | 
them on briskly in ſinful courſes, With | 


this 
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[29] 
this did the wicked Jews under Divine 
comminations hearten themſelves in their 


| ways, Ezek, 11.3.ſaying,It is not near, Gods 
| abſtinence from judgments , was made an 


encouragement for continuance in fin. So 
Ezek, 12. 21, 22. The days are prolonged. 
Carnal perſons are willing to go on in {in 
as long as they can: and when dangers 
are a little gone off, they more boldly go 
on in deſperate ſinning., 

5. This proneneſs to fin after ſuch mer- 
cy, ariſes from flattering expectations , 
that in renewed returns of Dittreſs, they 
ſhall ever meet with the ſame deliverance. 
How do men argue from their preſent 
ſafety,to their future ſecurity ? How fond- 
ly do men conceive that God will be ever 
merciful , becauſe of his preſent mercics ? 


| Did men wiſely conſider after deliverance, 


how ſoon they may ſtand in need of the 
ſame helping arm , how ſoon they may 
want the ſame mercy, they could not be 
{o audacious as to ſlight and contemn it , 
leſt the next time they be deprived of it. 
Gods preſent deliverances are evidences of 
his power to deliver us again, but not aſ- 
furances of his Will to do it. *Tis a 
groundleſs Suppoſition men go upon, who 
think Mercies are entail d upon them, and 
C 3 inſc- 
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inſeparably annexed to them. We ſhall 
experience, if we do not leave off finning, 


God can leave off delivering. It wecan | 
ſtill forſake God , he can at laſt forſake | 


US, 


6, We are thus inclined to fin againſt F 


God after dcliverancc , as we being de- 
Jivercd, our hearts are brought oft trom 
their dependance on God , and we are 


magnifying our (elves inſtead of God. þ 


When God hath given us our precious 
lives trom the hands of devouring Ene- 
mics, We imagine we can live of our 


tclves, and thence are regardleſs of living Þ 
to God, Hoſe. 13. 6. They were filled, and | 


their heart was exalted }herefore bave they for- 
gotten me.Their outward fruitfulne(s cauſed 
their ſinful forgetfulneſs. Our hearts are 
apt to be ſet upon enjoyments, and not 
on the God that gives them, Hoſe 4. 11, 


Whoredome and wine take away the heart. | 
The Hebr. word MP" fignihes auferre, to | 
take away by force 3 ſo did thoſe things | 


take away their heart from God by force; 
or occupare, to occupy. They occupy and 


take up that room in the heart God ſhould | 
have. Thus we having worldly enjoy- | 
ments continued .by deliverances, our 


hcarts are detained by them,that we mind |: 
not 
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not God , care not how we go on in fin 
againli him 3 mind not how little obedi- 


' ence we yield to him, as if we could 


live well enough without him. 
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7. This proceeding in fin is partly cau- 


ſed by perſons apprehending themſelves 


to be innocent, and their courſes to be 


| harmleſs, from the dcliverances God 


gives to them. Carnal perſons are apt to 


| xeckon their ways to be lawful, becauſe 


they are ſpared and unpuniſhed in them. 
Hoſe. 12. 8. Ephraim ſaid, T am become rich, 
T bave found me out riches , in all my 1+ 


* bours they ſhall find no iniquity in me, that 
| were ſin. As much as to ſay, Were my 


courſes unrighteous, they would not be 
proſperous ; whatever the Prophets charge 
me with , it appears by the dealings of 
God with me, that my doings are good 3 
if I were ſo ſinful, I thould not be {ucceſ- 


| ful. Thus corrupted perſons will vainly 
; argue from Gods delivering z were I {0 
' wicked, were my aCtions {o difplealing, 
; God would not have ſpared me, but deli- 
| vered me to deſtruction, But oh how 


vain are theſe reaſonings! God bears 
with long-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath - 


| prepared tor deſtruction 3 out of his mer- 
| cy he gives a ſpace to repent of thy tins. 


C 4 And 
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And who ſo wicked to conclude, that be-F 
cauſe God exerciſes patience , thereforef 
they are no offenders? This isa ſign off 


Gods goodneſs,but not of thine. 
PROPOSITION 3. 


Sinning, after Deliverance, is the mok 
hainous ſinning. It renders fin exceeding 
great, to commit it after great mercics, 
It is a great fm, to count any fin ſmall, 
that is committed againſt a great God : 
yet {in hath its aggravations, and admits 


of degrees , according to the circumſtan-| 


ces under which *tis committed. There 


are two things which render a fin molt} 


abominable z when fin is committed a- 
pain{t light, and againſt love. They are 
no little nor light {ins , that are aggrava- 


ted with convictions by _ nor are | 


ſins againſt love of an interiour nature 
nothing more intolerable to Man or God, 
than to have ill will for good deeds. *Tis 
{inful to render evil for evil to man, much 
more to rendcr evil for good to God. 
What more provoking ſight can be be- 
held, than a man impudent in evilunder 
judgment , and barren in good under 


mercics ? Afﬀeronts to love, are more un- | 
(ut- | 


d 
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| ſufferable than Rebellion under diſplays 
| of wrath, The higheſt unkindnels,is the 


higheſt ſinfulneſs. The fin of David is 
—_ by the recording Gods kind- 
nels to him, 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8.9. I delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul , and Tgave thee 
thy maſters houſe — And if that had been 
zoo little, I would moreover have given thee 


ſuch and ſuch things. Wherefore then haſt 


' thou deſpiſed the command of the Lord, to do 


this evil in his ſight ? To \m in the face of 
God when ſmiling upon us with unmert- 
ted mercy,is one of the greateſt contempts 


* can be calt upon God. To manifeſt our 


ſinfulncſ{s, when we enjoy the greateſt teſti- 


: monies of goodnels, is the height of mad- 
* neſs, To withdraw our necks from an 
| uncaſie galling yoak , to rebel under the 


ſeverities of a cruel Tyrant , to caſt off 
the ſervice of an imperious Maſter , may 
admit ſome excuſe z but to wax wanton 


| under mercies, to deſpiſe the clemency of 


Heaven , to deny -obedicnce to a loving 
Father, 1s an offence indefendible, a crime 


| unpardonable, When God would lay a 


people under a conviction of the hainouſ- 


| neſs of their crimes , he repeats his gra. 
| cious dealings to them. Ferem. 2.20. Of 


old time T have broken thy yoke, i. c. When 
C5 thou 


L 34 } 


thou wert in Egyptian bondage under in- 
tolerable flavery, IT ſet thee free : And Þ 

thou ſaidit thou wouldit not tranſoreſs, yet 
thou haſt ſlightcd my favours F and bro» 
ken thy vows; and under every green tree 
thoz wandreſt playing the harlot. And V, 22 | 
this is noted for an indelible fin; fach 
{ins as theſe are not wavy YEun ay Ir 5Muma | 
not writtcn,but cngraven : they are of the | 
deepeſt die, and moſt permanent ſtain : | 
Hof. 7. 15. Though 1 have bound and || 
Rtrengthened their arms , yet do they imagine 
miſchief againſt me, It hath an alluſion to 
men with broken bones 3 Oh what would 
they give tor a healing Chirurgion ? 
what price would they. give to be free 
from pain? ſo theſe in diſtreſs would | 
promiſe any thing, to God tor deliverance : 
but, ſays thc Lord, thovgh I bound them 
up and caſcd them, though 1 tirengthen- 
ed them againſi the deliructive affaults off! 
their enemics., yct (till with the higheſt !? 
wickcdneſ and unkindneſs they imagine | 
miſchick againſt me : the more 1 did to! 
engage them, the inore they have done t0| 
diſhonour me. 
The people of 1/zael were charged with * 
their {inning at Gilgal above all other | 
places, Hoſe 9. 15, All thiir iniquity is in|. 
Galgal, : 
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Gilgal. The Hebr. word 93 which we 
render all, htgnihes ſummrm.precipunm, i.e. 
their higheſt, chiefet, molt notorious fi 1 
was at Gilgal why there? becauſe there 
it was they received abundance of mec- 
cies. Here was the great circumcition, when 
the reproach was rolled away , after chey 
had paſt over Jordan, and arrived to the 
Land of Canaan, Foſh. , "oy hcrec Foſhu.a 
pitcht the twelve itones, - the ever|flting 
mcmorial of their wondertnl dcliverance 
out of Firdan, Joſh. 4. 20. here was the 
beginning of the reſt promiſed to them in 
the Land of Canaan, Now to be involved 
im {1m, when encompaſt with ſo many mcr- 
cics 3 to bc forſaking God after ſuch late 
experience of his goodncſs, this was 
the higheſt crime imaginable. 

Now TI ſhall lay down fome particufar 
8ggravations of fins after dcliveranccs , 
that ſo you may lamcnt thoſe you have 
committed, and labour to prevent them 
for thc tuture. 

I, Such fins moſt wretchedly caſt a blot 
upon the moſt Holy God, asit he werc a 
countenancer of fin, and a patron to per- 
{ons Impictics, rather than a ſeverc aven- 
ger of them, QChrilt was accounted a 
tricnd to Publicans and linners, for ſhew- 


ing 
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thou wert in Egyptian bondage under in- 
tolerable ſlavery » I ſet thee free: And 
thor ſaidit thou wouldjF not tranſoreſs, yet 

thou halt ſlightcd my favours , and bro- 
ken thy vows 3 and under every green tree | 
thou wandreſt playing the harlot. And v, 22. 
this is noted for an indclible fin (uch 
ſins as theſe arc not wir youre, anne hoes 
not writtcn,but cngraven : they are of the 
deepeſt die, and moſt permanent tain : 
Hoſ. 7. 15. Though 1 have bound and 
ſtrengthened their arms » Yet ao they imagine 
miſchief againſt me, It hath an alluſion to | 
men with broken bones 3 Oh what would 
they give tor a healing Chirurgion ? 
what price would they give to be free} 
from pain? ſo theſe in diſtreſs would| 
promiſe any thing, to God tor deliverance : 
but, ſays the Lord, thovgh I bound them |: 
> þ up and caſcd them, though 1 tirengthen- 
4% ed them againſt the detirudtive affaults off! 
their enemics.. yct {till with the higheſt |? 
wickedneſs and unkindneſs they imagine | 
milchict againit me : the more 1 did to] 
cnSTe them, the more they have done to 


diſhonour me. | 
1 
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The people of Iſrael were charged with 
their finning at Gilgal above all other 
places, Hoſ. 9. 15, All thiir iniquity is in 
Gilgal, / 


mw ASA Hm £x@ _ 


: bn at ater Rome: 


| 


[35] 
Gilgal. The Hebr. word 93 which we 
render all,tignifes ſimmrm.precipunm, i. e, 
their higheſt, chiefeſt, molt notorious fi 1 
was at Gilgal why there? becauſe there 
it was they received abundance of mec- 
cies. Here was the great circumcition, when 
the reproach was rolled away , after they 
had paſt over Jordan, and arrived to the 
Land of Canaan, Foſh. 5. 7. here Foſhua 
pitcht the twelve ttones, the cverlalting 
mcmorial of their wondertnl dcliverance 
out of firdan, Joſh. 4. 20, here was the 
beginning of the reft promiſed to them in 
the Land of Canaan, Now tobe involvcd 
in fn, when encompaſt with ſo many mcr- 
cics 3 to be forſaking God after ſuch late 
experience of his goodncſs, this was 
the higheſt crime imaginable. 

Now TI ſhall lay down ſome particufar 
8ggravations of fins after dcliveranccs , 
that ſo you may lamcnt thoſe you have 
committed, and labour to prevent them 
for thc tuture. 

I, Such fins moſt wretchedly caſt a blot 
upon the moſt Holy God, asit he werc a 
countenancer of tin, and a patron to per- 
{ons Impictics, rather than a feverc aven- 
ger of them. Chrilt was accounted a 
tricnd to Publicans and linners, for ſhew- 


ing 
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ivg kindneſs unto them : and will notÞ r: 
Atheiſtical wretches be ready to aſperſeÞ is 
the glorious God as a friend to ſm, for | V 


improving his power to deliver ſuch per-Þ ca 
{ons as improve his deliverance onely for Þ lit 
{im ? *Tis reported of one prophane Dzo- F of 
nyſius , that when by his covetous pilfe- Þ fe! 
ring he had preycd on a Temples glory , Þ to 
and enricht himſclt with its Sacred Trea- þ ab 
{urc, and after tranſporting his Treaſures, Þ to 
eſcaping a fatal Shipwrack of which he Þ fin 
was in danger , with the greateſt impu- | 
dence cryes out , How do the Gods love Þ cat 
Sacriledge ! Becauſe he preſumed they de- Þ fin 
livered him a Robber , he imagined they F do 
loved Robbery : Pal. 50. 21. Becauſe T Þ an 
kept filence.thou 1boughtſt me altogether ſuch || go 
an one as thy ſUf, 1. ec. ©u1d tum maleficiis Þ ou; 
dele&or, Muis. Gods paticnt forbearance, Þ my 
made him reckon God unrighteous as Þ of 
himſelf. To go on in fin when delivered Þ fic 
from ruine, is practically to fay, I am de- Flan 
livercd to {in. Such an Impicty was char- Faud 
gcd on the Jews , Ferem. 7. 10. Will ye can 
ſteal,and murder,and ſay, We are delivered to We 
do all theſe abominations * They were not 
come to that height of profaneneſs, to de- 
clare it in ſo many words; but by thcir 
ungodly courſcs after his gracious dclive- 
ranccs, 


| of all his glory ? Certainly, i 
| fers diſhonour by his exerciſing goodnels 
: to us, we ſhall ſuffer deſtruction for our 
: abuling of it. 
! to thoſe, who make him a favourer of 


[37] 


rances, they did as much as fay it. What 


| is this but to make God an unholy God? 
{ What greater aggravations of our fins 
| can there be, than to caſt dirt on the ho- 

| lineſs of God, which is thea ration 


God ſuf- 


God will ſhew no favour 


 Þ fin. 


2, Such ſinning is ſo abominable , be- 
| cauſe *tis a juſtification of all our former 
{ fins. This is in cffect to ſay, We have 
: done well enough in ſinning 3 God isnot 
! angry with us, therefore we will (till 
| go on in our former courſes, and follow 
' our old wickednefſles, How provoking 
' mult this nceds be to God ? when inſtead 


of a humiliation for fins, he ſces a juſti- 
| fication of them: inſtcad of a contrite 
| lamentation for our evils , he'finds an 
* audacious approbation of them. How 
{can a holy God bear this at our hands? 
{We cannot jultific the belt of our actions 
zbcfore the Lord, how abominable then to 
ſjutific thoſe that are apparent evils? It 
was very diſpleaſing to God for Fonah to 
ſay, I do well to be angry. And ſhall we 


(ay, 
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ſay , We did well to be proud and pro-Ff x 
fane, to bedrunkards and (wearers? and Þ p 
what &lſe is our perliſtence in fin , but af , 
teſtimony of our allowance of it ? 

3. Such ſinning, implies a daring pro-f _ 
vocation of God to deſtroy us, To de-F ,, 
ſpiſe God ſparing and delivering, is tof « 
dare him to ſmite and deſtroy us. NotÞ , 
to care for deliverance,is as much as to ſay, x 
we do not fear deltruction, Iſa. 5. 19. Letf 
him haſten his work, that we may ſee it. This 
inipudent expreſhon cither reſpects GodsF/ ,1, 
power, q. d. let him do his worlt, we 
tear not, as men that had over-grownF} ,,, 
Divine Juſtice , and become too big and ,. 
too ſtrong for the Almighties arm 3 or iff ” 
may be ſpoken in reſpect of the TruthP 1;; 
and threatnings declared by the Prophets] |,.. 
challenging God to the accompliſhment oft ,.. 
them. But will God ſuffer himfſclf to bÞ * 
darcd by worms ? can you daunt his urf 
alterable courage ? can you hold the Alf _ 
mighties hands, or lay bonds on his judgpi p. 
ments , that they ſhall not deſtroy youf pj. 
Will God ſuffer his creatures to inſult ov p,... 
him ? are we out of his reach,that we feaff ;. . 


No ruine ? can we match him with equ 


0150 


ran 


forces ? {ure we are nothing to him. Ho con 


then can he indure a challenge from us| hes 
How © 
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How can he ſuffer our fins after mercies ? 
| By theſe fins we are like thoſe, Fob 15, 
| 25, 26, Who ſtretch out their hands againſt 


God, and ſtrengthen themſelves againſt the 


' Almighty , &c. But who ever contended 


with him.and proſpered ? It will be dread- 


| ful to fall into the hands of a living God. 
' And this will certainly be the portion of 
| thoſe that affront him with ſuch daring 
| provocations. 


4. Theſe finsare ſo hainous.as by them 


| the delivering mercy of God is horribl 
+ undervalued. What ts our Rebellion a 
| ter the reception of ſuch mercies', but to 
F declare we account not our {clves obliged 
{ toGod for them ? What is this but to 
F diſown the greatneſs of the favours God 
| beftows ,upon us? What greater diſcin- 
' genuity can be expreft , than to diminiſh 
F the greateſt favours of God, in love to 
! our devilliſh lufts? Every mercy that 
| comes from fo great a God , mult needs 
{ be great: but to undervalue the choiceli 
! blethings and higheſt mercies, mult needs 


be a point of the higheſt wickedneſs. V Vas 
it a {mall mercy, that by our late delive- 
rance ſo many thouſand lives have been 
continued, ſuch multitudes of Souls have 


| becn kept out of Hell ? Is it nothing in 


your 


[40] 


your eyes to be delivered from Popiſh Na-F 
very ? to have the glorious Goſpel. conti-F 
nued amongſt us? Is the ſecurity of F 
Church and State, the miraculous preſer- 
vation of Priviledges and Libertics a con- 
temptible kindneſs ? ſhall all theſe thingsF , 
have no notice taken of them ? ſhall they by 
all be dif-regarded ? will you ſay 'tis not ., 
worth while to leave ſinning for theſe ? 
dare you declare they deſerve no obedi-þ 
ence ? let your Conſcience ſpeak, would | - 
not this be horrid Blaſphemy ? could you þ d 
bear ſuch undervaluing of kindneſs from | ©; 
fellow-Creatures ? how then can God | 
from you ? 
5. Thoſe Sins are the teſtimonies of 
the higheſt Ingratitude conceivable. In-F 
gratitude is the worſt of Sins 3 and ſin-F 
ning after Deliverance is the worlt Ingra- 
titude, This is unkindneſs that pierces | 
the heart of God, to rebel againſt him, 
dealing with us as the dearly beloved of | 
his Soul, How ungratctul is't to aſlaſ-| 
ſinate a Prince, to whoſe care we owe our | 
Lives and Fortunes ? To rip open the |%,. 
bowels of her, to whom we owe our be- | 
ivg? So is it to diſhonour a God, that | 
is both our ProteQor and Benefactor, our | 
Preſerver and Deliverer, David was þ 
greats |} 


(41 ] 
tly incensd at the Ingratitude of 
 churliſh Nabal, 1 Sam. 25. 21, Surely in 
* vain have T kept all this fellow had in the 
| wilderneſs, and he requites me evil for good. 
{ Will not the Almighty thus complain of 
an ungrateful people 3 Surely in vain have 
© I kept them from the hands of their 
-7 F bloody Fncmies, in vain I have delay'd 
} the execution of Judgment, fince all my 
' rcturn is Diſhonour for Deliverance, fſin- 
| ning for ſaving of them ? May not God - 
| fpeak to us, after the manner our bleſſed 
* Saviour ſpoke to the Jews? For which 
of my good works do you ſtone me ? For 
| which of my good Works do you fin a- 
*gainſt me? Will you oppoſe me, becauſe 
1] appear fo often for you ? Will you hate 
|me, becauſel help you ? Will you rebel, 
!beca lieve you ? Is this the fruit of 
neſs? The Lord was great- 


- 


oc BY 
© Fly offended with his Vineyard , 1/zi. 5. 
Y abccauſe after all his care to make it 
C Fruitful , it brought forth wild grapes. 
= FT looked it ſhould bring forth grapes, and it 
brought forth wild grapes. hen God 
abcltows any Mercies upon us, his eye 1s 
Upon us to ſee what improvement we are 
Inaking of them: He looks to fee what 
thou doſt with thy Time, thy _— ; 
i : 
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His eye is upon thee, to ſee what uſe De 
thou makeſt of Means, Deliverances, and F'ye ; 
all thy Enjoyments: And when he uſesÞgra 
good means, he looks for good fruit 3 and ſcan 
if we ungratcfully bring forth wild fcry 
Grapes, we ſhall highly provoke him, my 
and to our diſadvantage diſpleaſe him. Ma 
How intolerable a Sin muſt it needs be, ye, 
to hght againſt God with his Goodneſs? ficne 
to miſchief his Honour with his Mercies?[{Yo! 
Should you be an inſtrument of raiſing aſ{ha! 
decayed Friend, and he turn your Enc-fyou 
my, and uſe the eſtate procured by you,ffoyc 
to manage miſchievous deſigns againſifall 
you, would you not count it intolerable}] 6 
baſencſs? Now what leſs, yea how inh-jynol 
nitely more is your, abuſing the Mercies off9iis 

God, to the diſadvantage of his GloryJPel! 
and dithonour of his Name ? .. Should aÞLive 
neighbourly Phyſician freely endeavour 
the relicf of a helpleſs Beggar, and aftcrſþre 

his caſt and care, when this-man is re-Fan ' 
ſtor'd , he ſhoulld Fnake it his” work toſLive 
ſtudy the death of this worthy Fricnd$Þnar 
how intolerable Ingratitude- would this bgFis \ 
accounted ? What cle iFourdmning a-Þs- 

gainlt God, on his ſparing of us ? Whaqrith 
is it but the deſtroying the Honour ofghis 1 


him , who ſaved us from deſtruction Merc 
Dcuts 


' 
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Deut. 32. 6. Do ye thus requite the Lord , 
ye fooliſh people and unwiſe * When un- 
'gratetul Brutus was among thoſe that 
came to deſtroy Ceſar, he pathetically 
Ecrycd out, Etiam ti Brute! What, thou 
1, Þmy Son Brutus ! Wilt thou ſtab me? 
May not God cry out upon us, What 
yc, oh People of England, will ye till be 
? Penemies ? You whomlT have ſo deliverd ? 
$?FYou whom I have fo often preſerved, 
aſyſha!l I meet with theſe dealings from 
c-|you? Of all people you are obliged. to 
u,foye and {crve me, and will you improve 
ſtffall my Mercies againſt me? 

leſ} 6. By finnihg after Deliverance, we 
f-fmolt unjuſtly deny to Gog that which is 
offhis Right and due fayſMiivering of us, 
y,.Deliverance is the Price of. for our 
 alLives and Services. God redeeming of 
uifbs, we remain no longer our own, but 
crſre eſpecially obliged to be his. What 
chan we give to {crving our 
toLives, leſs tha nd that's an 
dinanſwera excrcile of 
>dhis Wiſdome Pow clivering of 
abs. CanSyc then rob God of his due, 
xat$vithout ight of Injuſtice ? Is not 
 ofhis the moſtggtolerable Sacrilege ? The 
n WMercies of are to hire us to Obe- 
uth dience. 
1 
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dience, Will a Maſter ſuffer a Servant tof 
be engag'd in the work of another, when 

he hath hired him for his own ? Is it not}. 
a provoking fin, for you to be employ'dſrry,: 
in the ſervice of the Devil, when God 
hath hired you into his ? The Apoſilf 
preſling the Corinthians to Obedience þ 
tells them, They are not their own, but art 
bought with a price, Thus may we bf 
perſwaded to Obedience, by confideringh 
God hath bought our Lives, by ſaving ug 1. 
from Death. 

7. Sinning now is {o heinous, as hereþ 
by God is fruſtrated of his deſigns i 
granting ſuch favours. What may God 
expect, rg. out his hand tc 
help us, - but then we will inclin: 
our hearts to honour him ? What are thj 
deſigns of God in diſplays of Mercy, bu 
to raiſe up Glory to himſelf ? He exe 
cifeth Goodneſs to promote his own Inj. © 
tereſt in the d, not the Devils. Will * 
God excrcit@Mercy to his own diſac 
vantage * » ational man put Wea 

ons into the hands of "thoſe would ſlafh 

im with them? Would dehver 

man to deliroy you ? *the Lo. 
may juſtly expect Love is Kindneſ; 

Duty for his Mercy, dience for hi ny 
De 
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Deliverance. Ifai. 63. 8, 9, 10. He ſaid, 
wrely, they are my people, children that 
will not ye , ſo he became their Saviour. 
This verſe contains a kinde of Expoſtu- 
Jation that might be in God; Why 
ſhould I fave. {uch a people as this? I 
have enough againſt them to dettro 
jrhem. I have Band their unfaithfulneſs 
to their promiſes, their unanſwerableneſs 
o my gracious Providenccs, why ſhould 
Þ deliver them? Then God comes to a 
Reſulutien, Mercy turns the ſcale, Good- 
cſs prevails ; I will try them once more; 
cy are my people, children that will 
ot lyez I hope they will not frultrate 
e any more: I may, take this oppor- 
unity to cut them off,” but I will make 
Expcrimcnt once more. But proving un- 
Waithful , he became their cncmy ,, and 
Jought againlt them. How heinous a fin 
10h it to -crols Gods cnds, to walk con- 
» ifrary to him! 

* | 8. Sinning now is.ſo hcinous, as 'tis 
ot only a neglecting Duty, but deſpiling 
Remedy. There are Peccata contra officia, 
nd contraremedia, Sins againlt Dutics 
In omitting4hings commanded, and fins 
Peainſt A flighting and oppoſing 
Jhe means which arc dcligned for rc- 
| COVC= 
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covery from former evils. And now} i 
what lin can be greater , than to defpiſeÞ 0 
the means that are uſed to cure our blecd-Þ g 
ing wounds ? what aggravates the fin offf tc 
unbclict, and makes it the deſtroying fin, n 
but becauſe *tis the contemning of thatÞ w 
bleſſed Remedy which is provided for mi-Þ ir 
ſerable ſinners ? Hence this fin binds onÞ V 
the ſinners guilt with an eternal bond Þ m 
ard makes Salvation impoſſible. Thus alſoPt ] 
flighting dcliverance is the higheſt fin, asÞ! h: 
thereby we bid opcn dehance to all meansÞ ri 
of recovering of us from fin & deſtruftion. m 
Neglecting Salvation hath a molt provoÞ} ra 
king influence on the wrath of God ;Þ th 
Heb. 2. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we neg-P} an 
left ſo great Salvation © VVill the Lord mi 
bear this attront to his mercy , that whenſ} th 
he is willing to, fave, we declare we re-f} m 
gard no Salvation ? This will be an un-ſ} te: 
pardonable crime , there will be no efca-P ut! 
ping for us. To {in with deliverance, is no} lin 
leſs than to throw away the healing balm}j Al 
that mercy provides, and reſolve to make} {m 


our wounds incurable. | Ky 
**, T/ 
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Sins after deliverance have a pcculiarſ! thi 
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influence to procure and haſten deſtructi- 
on. Our preſent fatety is no ſecurity a- 
d-Þ gainſi future Judgments : deſtruction de- 
off terred by Gods deliverances, will be haſt- 
n,þ ned by our inning after them : thoſe 
atÞ whom undelſerved mercies can't reclaim , 
ni-Þ incenſed juſtice will ſpeedily ruine. The 
onÞ Monuments of greatelt mercies, have been 
d Þ made examples to declare the ſcverity of 
IfoÞf Juſtice for the abuſes of them. Such 
as] have expericnced the moſt dircful ſuffe- 
unsÞ ring, to whom G2 Almighty hath been 
on, i molt long-{uffering. VVitncſs the deplo- 
vo! rable tate of the hardned Fews, to whom 
d ;þ the moſt tingular favour was extended of 
eg-Þ any people on earth ; yet now who more 
2rdÞ miſerable than thoſe rejected wretches.for 
zen} their abuſing favours ? Jultice will frown 
re-Þ molt tharply upon the diſdainful affron- 
un-P, ters of mexcy. No people are nearer an 
ca-Þ utter deſolation, than thoſe who heap up 
no} fin, when God is heaping up mercies, 
al} Alchough the Lord be moſt willing to 
ak} ſmite, yet he knows not how to ſpare 

| when provoked in this manner, Fer. 5.7, 

How ſhall T pardon thee for this.----When I 

! bad fed them to the full, then they committed 

| Adultery, v. 9. Shall T not viſit for theſe 
liarf things, ſaith the Lord ? ſhall I not be 
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avenged on ſuch a Nation as this > Theſe |) 
fins put God to a ftand 3 he knows notÞ'®! 
how to go about a pardoning a@, al-p'% 
though he delights fo greatly in it : how 
(hall I pardon, Heb. N{GDR parcam ; how {er 
(hall I ſparc thee any longer? I cawt with-|*> 
hold the hands of my juſtice , I cawt de- thc 
fer the puniſhment of theſe tranſgreſſions, Þ*5 ! 
Thence, v. 10. God gives a Commiſſion 
to enemies, Go upon the Walls and deſtroy, | 
&c. delay no longer : let thole feel the 
ſmarting impreſſions of Juſtice , that de- 
{piſe the ſweeteſt expreſſions of racrcy. 

This wrath of God againſt deſpiſcrs of | 
goodneſs, appcars, I Sam. 12. 24, 25.| 
Conſider how great things the Lord bath 
done : but if” ye ſtill continue to do wickedly, 
ye ſhall be conſumed both ye and your King. 
When once a people riſe to that height of 
Impicty , that the moſt obliging kindneſs 
Heaven can ſhow , can't win their hearts | 
to obedience 3 what can be expccted*trom 
Heaven , but the ſevereſt vengeance an 
Almighty arm can bring upon them ? |: 
Will not the Lord ſoon ruſh out upon a 
people with wonderful plagues, when 
they are knocking at the door of juſtice 
by ſuch impenitent courſes? | The moſt 
gracious Prince would diſpatch that my [* 

who 
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| who ſhould impudcntly pertitt in traite- 
{rous deligns againſt him , after a dclive- 
rance from death by his pardoning of 
him. Thus will the King of Hcaven mi- 
Ecrably deſtroy delivercd timers rebclling 
againſt him. Divine patience ithcathing 
_Fthe {word of Juſtice , will at laſt detiti 
its pleading for the abuſers of it 3 and im- 


t 


.* p . . . . - 
a [Patient jultice by its revengctul arm will 
y, (PYcnge the quarrel of defpiſed mercy ; 
2 : 

o zek, 16, 43. Becauſe thou hat not remem- 


bred the days of thy youth 3 q. d. the kind=- 
icls and favour I then extended to thee ; 
he deliverances thou hadii trom mc : Be- 


of | 
Y old. I 191) recompence tby WAYS #00 thy 
h xad, Thou haſt grievcd me with tin, I 


vill grind thce to picccs with judgments z 
hou haſt recompenſcd me with hatred tor 
we , I will recompenſe hatred tor your 
atred, Thus will God deprive thoſe of 
ncrcies, that deprive him of the glory of 
nem. 2 Kings 21. 13. God there threa- 
ns to wipe Jerulalem us a man wipes @ 
ih, q. d. He would take away all their 
clicate cnjoyments , as mcat is thrown 
ut of a diſh, They thall feed on judg- 
ents, who were wanton when tcd with 
crcics : but the Hebrew ignites, Delebo 
eraſalem ſicut deleri ſolent tabule. As un- 
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preſſions on tables are wont to be wiped 
out , ſo (hall my impretſions of goodneſs 
upon them : the former inſcriptions of 
honour and proſperity ſhall no more be 
{cen , but the prints of deſtroying judg- 
ments ſhall be found upon them. It thall 
no more be written, Theſe are a people dc- 
livercd, but, Theſe are a pcople deltroyed 
tor abuting deliverance. This fatal con- 
{cquence of deſpifing favours , may be il- 
luttrated from the words of God, Hoſ.6.4.Þ** 
Oh Ephraim what ſhall I do unto thee ? forf® 
your goodneſs is as a morning cloud , and as 
the early dew it paſſeth away. Many inter-| 
pret yozr goodneſs , the goodnels beltow-f 
cd on you, or your mercies. So the ſence} 
is, My goodneſs that I beſtow upon you ,|t 
is but like a morning cloud,that is ditlipa- 
ted and ſcattered , and doth no good toff 
you, you are not the better for it. Andf 
as the carly dew it paſſeth away, 7. e. Gra- 
tiam &- miſericordiam meam malitia veſtraÞ 
abſorbets : You ſoon wear off the im-P 
prefſions of my mercy, as the moiſtningsF 
of thecarly dew arc {oon dryed up by the 
carth ; therefore v. 7. I have bewed thenf 
by the Prophets, my judgments are broken 0 
pon them : or otherwiſe, The tokens off 
my naercy make but ſhort 1imprethon ore 
you PF! 
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you 3 your goodneſs fades away, you ſoon 
-Þ return to fin : what now ſhall I'do to you? 
1. | 1 am reſolved to try no more mercies 3 I 
1. | 0ave made you grow with my kindneſs 
all | ike flouriſhing Trees, now will I hew you 
1c. | down becauſe you are ſounprofitable, I 
will be unmercitul to you. 


ed rey ; 
As Here it will not be amiſs to conſider , 
. 1. $19w this perliltence in- fin after delive- 


rance, promotes and haltcns the deſtructi- 
forſ® of a people. 
i uf 1+ Hercby that peculiar reſpect that 
tex. 400d hath for one people above another , 
ow. made to ceaſe; and they are lookt 
nceÞpon no otherwiſe , than the vileſt of 
1 Icople in the world, In Gods providen- 
lipa- tial diſpcnſations , he bears ſome fingu- 
1 off favour to ſome, beyond what he doth 
And others, although thele may be nothing 
pz. (Orc deſcrving than other Nations ; and 
ety, this favour he confers tingular Tem 
oral Bleſſings upon them 3 and theſe he 
pls his pcople , as cſpecially cared for , 


oy 


> 11M» 
my reſerved and provided for by him. But 
then theſe deſpiſe his kindneſs , and con- 
-n on his goodneſs, he then un-peoples 
1s oem _, and caſts them out of his favour 3 
n ord then they become as liable to judg- 
you Þents , as the greateſt abjes in the 

D 2 world, 
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world. Thus was it with the people of 
the Jews , the Lord ſeparated them from 
all the world for his care and charge : 
hence he did mighty things for them 3, but 
continuing long in their fins , notwith- 
{tanding his mcrcics, Hol. 2. 9. he bids 
the Prophet tell them , Te are not my peo- 
plc, I will not be your God, and this Tre-f 
jcction made way for that ruinc now up-f 
on them. In the 9th of Amos, the Pro- 
phct is threatning judgment againſt that 
tintul pcoplc, againtt which they fortiticd 
themſclves with preſumptuous boaltings 
of their being Gods people.choſen by him. 
& (o often owned by delivcrances; but for 
their abufing mercies, God tells them.z. 7, 
Are ye not as the children of the Ethiopians 
wntome ? ſaith the Lord, 1.c. Non pluri; 
70s facio quam Fthinpes , Grot, You ary n 
now no more to me than the vilelt pec- 
ple. | 

You have becn under my carc,and now 
ve are under nay curſe : ye remain unf} 8 
changeable in your fins, as the Afthiopiary Þ 
in their colour , and therefore ye (hall bÞ w 
cf no more account with me than thei 
VVhat though we have becn more: fa 
God than any pcople on carth , and r$ Nc 


ccived more blctlings then any Natiog th 
ne: 
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near us , inſomuch that we might be ca]- 
[cd his choſen people tor his carc over us ? 
VVill not deſpifing mercics, finning aftcr 
deliverances, make him ſay, as Hoſe 9. 15. 
[ will love yore no more £ V Vhat (hall we be 
more to him than the Athiopians , if we 
be like them in ſm? Ezek. 15, 2. What 
# the Vine-tree more than another ? i. e&. It 
the Vine bring forth no fruit, what is it 
more than another tree ? why ſhould it 
not be burnt ? VVhatevcr we have been, 
it we be fruitleſs and ungratetul , why 
ſhould we not be puniſht ? If we be not 
bearing trecs, may not" God make us 
burning trees ? If we be not bettered by 
dcliverance, why may we not be deſfiroy- 
cd ? 

2, Hereby the Lord is made in a man- 
ner to repent ofdelivering a pcople : when 
men have gratifed their tellow-creaturcs 
with fignal favours, and after ſuch Ccx- 
prefſions of reſpect have nothing but un- 
oratctul returns it makes them wilh they 
had never beſtowed their love on fuch 
unworthy perſons. Thus the Almighty 
God , unjultly rcquited for mercies, 15 
faid to repent him of his conferring kind- 
nels on a people. But we mult obſerve 
that . golden rule 3. One & 1 > peo 77205 Deo 
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tribuuntur, ©::2p:ma: debent intelligi : Thoſe 


things which arc attributed to God atter 
the manner of mcn , mult be undcriiood 
as become the Majcity of God. So Gods 
rcpenting 1s an improper alluſive term,Cx- 
preſſing not a change in Gods mind, but 
in his action : not implying ſuch an af- 
tection in God as repentance , but. allu- 
ding to the effect of ſuch an affection mn 
man, Gen, 6, 6, It repented God that 12 
made man , and it prieved him to the heart. 
This implies Gods wrathful indignation 
at mans miſcarriage , but no diſturbing 
alteration in the mind of God, who 1s 
ever rhe fame. But to ſpeak after the 
manner ot ,Mcn , when a people conti- 
nuc in fins after deliverance, God may 
fay, Oh ! it repents me that I have deli- 
vercd a people thus to diſhonour me 3 it 
rcpents me to do {fo much for a people, to 
do thus much againſt me. Oh ! how 


near are ſuch a people to detiruction , of | 


whoſe deliverance God repents him | 
How ſoon will they be involved in ruine, 
of whom God may be provoked to ſay, 
as David of Nabal, 1 Sam. 25. 21. In 
vain have I kept all this man hath in the wil- 
derneſsz In vain have I preſcrved the 
lives and liberties of this people , _ 
tnc 
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the fruit of all is onely to be rebelled a- 


gainft and diſhonoured by them. If we 
thus make the Lord gricv'd at the hcart 
tor beſtowing mercies , God will grieve 
us to the heart by deſtroying judg- 
ments. 

3. Hercby God is provoked to liop all 
proceedings in way of dcliverance , and 
leave a people to {ucceſsleſs ſhiftings tor 
themſclves : Fudges 10. 12, 13, Did 1 
not deliver you from the Egyptians , and 
from the Amorites ? yet ye have forſaken me z 


| I will deliver you no more, Sinning, after 


deliverance, diſ-engages God trom appca- 


\ ring any more for us. And what can be 


more dreadful , than to hear God ſay in 
his wrath , Oh ye ingratetul people ! 1 
have once and again improved my wiſ- 
dom and power on your behalf , to pre- 
vent your ruinez but fince ye goon [till to 
provoke me , whatever your condition is 


| hercafter , you mult never look for help 


trom me 3 whocver be your enemy, you 
muſt not look for me to be your triend : 
I will never ftand up for {uch Rebels, nor 
diſhonour my Name in dclivering you to 
fin againſt me. We cannot want comtort 
whiltt under promiſes of Divine attittance, 


and hclp from Heaven in our dangers 3 
D 4 but 
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but if God ſtands off , we muſt incvitably 
fall into the hands of our enemies, and 
become - preys to their greedy luſts, It 
God ſays I will add no more deliverance, 
there is none can promiſe deliverance to 
us. Oh miſcrable pcople, whom God 
thus for{akes in anger ! we ſhall never ſce 
anothcr delivcrance, it the Lord thould 
reſolve IT will add no more. We {hall ne- 
ver out-live the dangers we daily live in , 
if God ſhould determine to leave us to 
them, 

Corruption in our ways undcr mcrcics, 
will cauſe a ccflation of them. So it was 
with the people of the Fews, Hoſc1. 6. Call 
her name (Lo-ruchamah,for I will not 2d4 
any more #0 the houſe of Wrael, but I will ut- 
zerly take away, I will add no more days 
of proſpcrity , ycars of plenty 3 no more 
gracious dcliveranccs,or pledges of mercy, 
but I will utterly take away : I have bcen 
filling, but now will I cmpty you 3 the 
Hebr. NUR RU lignities obliviſcendo, ob- 
liviſcor, in forgetting IT will forget 
them. I will no more be favourable to 
them, but torgcttul of them though they 
pcrith,l wo'nt remember them 3 they have 
not mindcd my mercics , I will not mind 


their milcrics, Thus Gon puts a ltop to 
the 
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the ſtreams of mercy, locks up the ſtore- 
houſe of bleſſings, and adds no morc- 
David prays, Pſal. 36. 10. Oh continne thy 
loving kindneſs, &c. Hebr. lignifics, Pertra- 
ba, draw out, lengthen out the tokens of 
thy love z but this will bc oncly to thoſe 
that are drawn to God by them. They 
may call cvcry mercy a foſeph, which lig- 
nifies, God will add morc. Pur 'tis not 
ſo with ungratctul fmncrs, God will make 
an end of bcftowing mercies, unlcls they 
make an cnd of abuling of them:God will 
ccaſc deliverances , unlciſs we ceaſe ditho- 
nouring him with thcm, 

Ycaalthough a deliverance may be bc- 
gun to a people, whereby they appear 
in a happy way to clcape 3 yct perlitting 
in ſm, God will carry on the work no 
farther, but leave them to ruine, Hence 
then, what cſpecial carc thould be uſcd to 
reform our livcs , and renew our repen- 
tance, Icft our dcliverance ſhould be lctt 
unpcrfccted ? we arc in no better capact- 
ty to tinith it now begun , than we were 
to bcgin it, if God ftands off, Our pro- 
cccding in fm , will hinder our God trom 
proceeding in mercy. Indulging our pro- 
voking lutts, will endanger our precious 
lives, Theſe merciful buddings of Pro- 
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vidence may cafily be knipt, This ſmall 
glimmering light may ſoon be over-clou- 
ded ; our door of hope may ſoon be ſhut. 
Shall wc provoke a gracious God to ſay, [ 
will add no more ? Shall we make him 
complain of being weary of delivering ? 
What makes a {top to our deliverance, but 
our continuance in fin ? This makes God 
in the poſture we read of, Fer. 14.9. As 
a man aſtonied, as a mighty man that cannot 
fave, Hebr. RINTI Pavidus, as one afraid 
of us. aſtoni{'d at our iniquities. A man 
aſtonitht doth walk up and down this way 
and that way. knows not what courſe to 
take > fo our ſmning whilit God is deli- 
vering , makcs God at a loſs what to do, 
Semctimes he gocs forward with delive- 
tarce, fometimes it ſeems to ſtand 
{:1]}, another while it looks as if it were 
{ct back ; and all this, becauſe we amaze 
God with our Caring fins. God told the 
peoplc of 1ſrae! , admiring he went not 
on with deliverance , Iſa. 59.1.2. My 
hand is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave , nor 
my ear deafned that it cannot hear ; but 
your iniquities ſeparate between your and your 
God, &c. We drive God trom us by our 
fins 3 and how then can our Salvation be 
carrycd on ? Shall we make God go back 

and 
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and repent of the good he hath ſcemed 
to dclign for us ? our lnning will do 1 mM ' 
Fer. 18, 10, If it doth evil in my ſight, 
wall repent of the good wherewith 1 ſid : 
will benefit it, Shall we not repent of 
{inning, rathcr than provoke God thus to 
repent of his purpoſe to deliver ? Why 
will you blait all your hopes of clcape , 
and wither that flower that's ſpringing 
up ? Oh then, it you dchire a tarther de- 
livcrance, dc{crt your former fins! or clſc 
God will rc{olve toadd no more. Ey this 
nolt abominable perfiſtence in fin . the 
Lord is provoked not onely to liop dclive- 
rances, but to ſtep into ways of judg- 
mcnts., and that with unaltcrable reſolu- 
tiors to deſtroy. Inftcad of cnabling 
| people againſt encmics , he enables ene 
mics agaivlt them.* Inlicad of idivering 
from cruc] advecriarics , he jultly delivers 
them up unto them. Hereby his ſaving 
arm b-conics a fniting hand , and mercy 
it {If is niade an cnemy. Hereby our 
ercatclt friend bacom?s an implacabl- toc 3 
and whereas oftentimes betore he had 
gracioutly {ent Commithons from Heaven 
tor dcliverance, now in his wrath he dil- 
pcnſeth commands , and iflues out Writs 
to dcltroy, 
Tit's 
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This ſeverity to a ſinful people you 
may ſee, Tfz. 63. 9, 10. In bis love 
and in his pity he redeemed them, but 
they rebelled and vext his boly Spirit,therefore 
he was turns to be their enemy, and fought 
againtt them. Now how can they hope 
to {cape , that have a victorious God to 
oppoſc them ! How miſerably will thoſe 
be ruin'd, that by deſpitmg Gods helping 
pitty, convert it to deltroying enmity ? 
Oh, that the tcrrour of Divine diſplcaſure 
for ſuch tranſgrctions , thus cxemplihed 
in others, might have that ſutable influ- 
ence on our hcarts , as to prevent them 
in us ! Jet others corrections be our ad- 
monitionsz; lct Gods vindictive judg- 
ments on others , bc inſtructive warnings 
tous: Rev. 15. 4. Who will not fear thee, 
thy judgments are made manifeſt ! Iet 0- 
thers confuſion be a ſubje&t of our conſi- 
deration > and know, it wc continue 
Encnucs to God.aftcr his tricndly, tather- 
ly dealings, he will ſoon become our cne- 
my.and hght againſt us 3 then the deepeſt 
policy, the higheſt power can be no ſ{ccu- 
rity tous, 

But that which is the moſt dircful con- 
{ſequence of this horrid finning , is, that 
it brings the Eternal God to ny 
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reſolutions, to accompliſh the deſtruction 


of ſuch a people. He will not be pre- 
vailced with to deliver thole , whom his 
mercies could not prevail with to dcfitt 
from fin. It we grow incorrigible under 
mercics, God will grow incxorable when 
under judgments. If a dcaf car be turn- 
d to God , when by mercics he calls 
tor duty 3 he will turn a deaf car to us, 
when we in miſery invocate his mercy : 
whatever hopes we may flatter our (clves 
withal , we (hall meet with no help from 
God , when thus provoked. Although 
ſuch is the goodneſs of God , that he of- 
ten repents before he deſtroys z yet ſuch 
provocations will make him weary of re- 
penting,and reſolve to ruine : Fer. 15. 6,7. 
Thou haſt forſaken me, ſaith the Lord', thou 
haſt gone away backward \ therefore will I 
{tretch out my hand againſt thee, I am weary 
of repenting. 1 have long indulged you, 
but I will now ſpare no longer , but a- 
venge your fins : Some render it, Labora- 
74 rogans, &c. I have taken pains intreat- 
1g you to repent, till 1 am weary 3 but 
now ye that have wearycd me with your 
ins , ſhall. be wearied with judgments : 
So v. 7. I will fan them with a fan in the 
gates ; that is, I will ſcatter them about 
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as the chaff is ſcattered with a fan ; 
I will bereave them of children, and 
deſtroy my people , fith they retiirn not 
from their ways, Thus impcnitent tin- 
ning brings unavoidable judgments : 
and Divine vengeance will infallibly 
purſuc fuch as perſiſt in theſe hainous 
ins. No Sanctuary ſhall fhclter theſe 
ungratctul wretches from the hands of 
juſtice z nor ſhall flattering in:trcatics 
prevent the ruine of ſuch unrcpenting 
{mners, 

The deſcrved judgments that belong to 
theſe inhumane offenders of wercy , will 
be threatned with unalterable certainty, 
Thus you may ſce them dcnounced a- 


gail} an incorrigible people, Ezech. 24.Þ 


, 14. Becauſe T have purged thee and thou 
wot not purged , thou ſhalt not be purged til 
T h.wve cauſed my fury to reſt upon yoit. Be- 
cauſe T have purged thee, q. d. I have cn- 
deavourcd to pcriwade thee , -» oblige 
thee to leave thy hithy fins : Verbu que 
effectum n'1ant, ſepe de conatu imeliguntzy ; 


Ettius. So God is ſaid to do what he re- 
quires, dchres, permits, or perlwadcs to 


be done. Thus God had been inducingf 


of them to obcdicnce , reducing of them 
from {m 3 but under all, they were un- 
ſpcak- 


hox 


{in ; 


| ( 63] 
, | ſpeakably obſiinate; which cauſcd theſe 
4 |} deſperate reſolutions in God againſt them. 
1: þ He would make his fury reſt upon them : 
\- | and their doom is confirmed with the 
: þ higheſt aſſcverations conceivable , v. 14. 
ly | 7 the Lord have ſpoken , i.e. I that am of 
15 | undoubted faithfulneſs, and cannot lye 3 
(c þ of intinite power, and can execute my 
of þ pleature I have ſpoken it, and it ſhall come 
zo paſs , whatever cvations you think to 
ag, | make , however ſecure and careleſs you 
are, it ſhall come to paſs,and I will do it. 
to þ I will undertake the ruine of ſuch as rebel 
711 Þ agaivft my mercics , and abuſe the/great- 
ty, þ «lt inſtrument of raiſing my honour , viz. 
a-| my patience TI will not - go back, neither 
2 4.4 will I ſpare or repent. When Ibcgin,lI will 
bay þ carry on my work ; I will not break off 
ti/Þ my judgments, fince ye will not break off 
Be-| your fins 3 the ſentence is irrevocable, you 
en-F muſt-cxpedtno reverſion of 1t , nor deli- 
pe] verance from it, Now furcly vengeance 
02Þ threatned with thus much certainty, will 
7 | fall upon a people with intolerable {cve- 
rc-prity. When judgments are thus punctu- 
 topally determined , it cannot be expected 
:inghthey ſhould be a long while delay'd. What 
1cmphopes now can we have, it perlifting in 
un-{lin after our many mercitul eſcapes ? Will 
ca kr not 
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not this grave-ſtone be laid upon us? Will 
not a conſumption be decreed from the 
Lord of Hoſts againſt us ? What though 
we arc ſparcd this once, afterall our tor- 
mer cvalions ? Are we now out of dan- 
ger ? Are there no inſtances to be found 
of a pcople preſerved, delivered, as often 
as We, and at laſt the Writs of deſirudi- 


on Were ifſucd forth ? What think you of 


that example, Amos 7. In the viton ot 
the Prophet , the judgments of God on 
that people were thadowed by various de- 
firuEtive things : v. 1. by Graſs-boppers , 
meaning the Army of the A(ſyrians,which 
wcre ready to invade them 3 but God 
from his infhnite clemency prevented 
their ruinc by them : v. 3. The Lord repen- 
ted for this,and ſaid, It ſhall not be : V. 4. 
this people are threatned with - another 
conſuming judgment exprelt by fire:where- 
by was fignitied cither a drought, or the 
devaltations of thcir Cities, by that un- 
mercitu] encmy and Element z or;the ru- 
ining calamitics which they were near in- 
volved. in by Teglathphalaſar 3, yet now a- 
Pain he dclivers them : v. 6, This alſo 
ſhall not be. But this Language 1s too 
go0d to hold always to unbettercd {m- 
ncrs ; now therefore, v.7. God will wink 
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no longer at their ungrateful ſmning, he 
now is weary of repenting. The Lord 
ſtood upon a wall with a plumb-line in his 
hand: A Metaphor from thoſe that huild 
walls , they uſe aline to procced cxactly. 

Thus the Lord declares he would no lon- 


| gcr tolerate their abuſes , nor uſe his cle- 


mency to deliver, but would exerciſe 
ſixicteſt juliice till they were ruined : 


| Hence v. S. 9. a miſcrable actiruction 1s 


threatned, I will paſs by them no more, &c. 
Encmies ſhall now prevail , judgments 
ſhall cffcctually take place 3 I will uſe no- 


| thing but ſiriftncſs and ſeverity. Now 


this leads me to the fifth Propotitt- 
ON, 


PROPOSITION 5. 


Deſtrution for inning after delive- 
rance, will be the moſt dreadful deftructi- 


| on : what can be more clear than this, 


from the words of my Text ? Should we 
again break, thy commands, wouldſt thou not 
be angry with us till thou had(t conſumed us, 
ſo that there ſhould be no remnant nor eſca- 
| ping £ That is,no common calamity would 
then fall upon us 3 no ordinary puniſh- 
ment would be our portion 3 but we cx- 
cceding, 
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ceeding the common meaſure and degree | 


of fin , thou wouldſt excecd the common 
degree of judgment : E dulcifſimo vino a- 
cerrimnm fit acetum , The {wectelt wincs 
make {owrefi vinegar, the ftrongelt per- 
fumes are fatal as poyſonsz abuſed mcr- 
cy will be avenged with unaſual miſcrics. 
No mercy is to be expected in judgment, 
when mcrcics are dcſ{piſed that kept off 
judgments, Kindncis not cftecting an 


an{werable reformation , will abundant- | 


ly aggravate revengetal deſtruction : 
Tſaiab 29. 1, 2, God threatens Ariel, ſe. 
Feruſalem, that wonderful diſtreſs ſhould 
fall upon it 3 and it ſhould be to him as 
Ariel. Ariel was the Altar for whole- 


burnt offerings , Ezech. 43.15. Now to; 


avenge their abuſcs of mercies there, God 
would make their City,once the richeſt of 
their mercies, an Altar on which thcir 


blood ſhould be offered as a facrihce to þ 


juttice» Thus our mercies abuſed , may 
become knives to open our throats; our 


=Citics and Towns ſo often delivercd, may 


be as Altars . about which our lifcleſ(s bo- 


dies may be heapcd as ſacrifices about the | 
Altar. The quinteſlence of all mdgments, | 


the {ubſiance of all Plagucs, ſhall be ming- 


led in one cup, with all the dregs of | 


wrath 
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| wrath, for the deſpiſers of clemency and 


mercy. Mercy is {weet that is extended to 
us in midi of judgmcnts 3 and judgments 
{cvere,when executed on a people abound- 
ing with mercies. A deliverance cannot 
bring {o great mercies , but {inning after 
it will uſher in as dreadful judgments. 
By how much the greater the deliverance 
15 We reccave, {o much the greater will be 
the deſtruction for {inning after it. A 


thick cloud hath been over our heads , 


and the favourable gale of mercy hath 
partly diſperſt itz but the aſcending of 
lintul vapours will cauſe the Lord to re- 
turn our fins upon our 1eads, With over- 
whelmig inundations of judgments 3 


Nighting the gales of mercy.preventing ru- 
ine, will bring moſt dreadful ftorms of 
| VENgEANCe. Qur float of goodnals may 


. 


be turned into fioods of miſery. Our 


{un may fet at noon-day; and our cilterns, 


-now tld from the boundleſs ocean of un- 
merited benignity, way ſoon be filled 
trom the vials of wrath, with the waters 
of Marah. Our deftruction adjourncd a 
while , may-return with uncxemplity'd 
'terrour, The Lord threatned the back- 
lliding Jews, Dent. 4.25, 26. That if at- 
ter his kindneſs in conducting them from 

Egyptian 
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Egyptian ſlavery, with infinite mcrcics? 
through a tirclome wilderneſs, to the 
bleſſed land of Canaan ;, (I ſay) if then 


they ſhould {in againſt him, although they 


bad remained a long time there , they ſhould | 


not prolong their days upon it , but utterly 
be deſtroyed from off it. Thus notwith- 
ſtanding our finful' Nation hath many 
years been like an Eden, a Palace of Roy- 
al glory, a Canaan flowing, with milk and 
honey , a Jheatre of mercics, an unpa- 
rallcld monument of many dcliverances ; 
yet continuing, in fin, will deface its envy- 
&d glory, and render it a ſtage for dc- 
ſtroying judgments, and lay it waſte 
with fforms of ſucceſſive plagues z and 


then it ſhall be faid , This is the Nation} 


that would never leave finning, , till it 
forced the Almighty to make it a ruinous 
heap, a Land deſolate and not inhabited. 
What high time is it then to depart from 
{in , leſt an Tchabod be wrote upon us! 
which ſignihes, Their glory is departed. 
With what terrour may we look on 
thoſe words ? Pſalm 68. 20, 21. Unto 
God belongs ſalvation , but he will wound 
the hairy ſcalp of every one that goes on in 


fin : Mhough he will multiply falvations to| 


{uch as {crve him the more for them, yet 
will 
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will he glorihe his juſtice in deſtroying 


| fuch as go on infin after them. The 


Hebr, word VII" fignihes alte imprimere 3 


| God will make a dcep imprethhon of the 
| hands of juſtice on all ſuch incorrigible 


perſons. The hcavick judgments will fall 
on the contemners of the higheſt mercies, 
Judgment will be with moit amazing ter- 
rour , on the contemners of the Almigh- 
tics favour. As Gods rclolutions againft 
(uch {ins will make delizuction irrevoca- 
ble, {ſo his wrath backt with unlimited 
power, will make them intolcrable, 

Now herc 1 hall endeavour to ſhew 
you for what reaſons dceliroying judg- 
ments will be thus heightned by provo- 
king ſins aftcr del:vcrance. 

I, Becauſe the longer judgments arc 
coming , the greater {cverity they are at- 
tended with, when talling upon us. The 
longer a blow is fetching , the deeper im- 
prethon is made by its force. It God 
tarrics long b<torc he punithes , the grea- 
ter terrour will bc i his puniſhment, The 
deſtruction of the old world was delayed 
tor many years, but at lalt it was accom- 
pliſht with the greater {cverity. Dems tar- 
dus eſt ad iram, ſed tarditatem vindifte gra- 
vitate compenſat, Whillt {inners ruine i5 


de- 
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deferr'd, God is putting himſelf into po- 
ſtures of judgment , whetting his glittc- 
ring ſword, {harpning his terrible arrows 
feathered with our {ins , that fo he may 
make the more ſharp and ſudden deliructi- 
on. There is Crudelitas parcens , ſparing 
cruelty, as well as miſericordia prniens, pu- 
niſhing mercy. 

The longer the cloud is gathering, the 
more dripping ſhowre is expected when 
it falls. So the greater provocations arc 
treaſur'd up in the days of Gods patience , 
the more miſerable deſtruftion will be in 
the days of his vengeance : Iſa. 42. 14. 
A long time have I held my peace; I have 
been (till and refrained my ſelf, now will 
T cry like a travailing woman , TI will de- 


troy and devorrr at once. You ſhall know 


I have not loft my power , though have 
exerciſed my patience 3 though you have 
ſhared fo much in my mercy, I will at 
length proportion the ſeverity of my 
juſtice, to the clemency of my mercy. | 
will deitroy you at once; PFll give no 
more alaruming warnings, awakening 
calls, or monitory aMiSions; but now 


will I bring ruine on a ſudden, with una- 
voidable calamitics : Fob 21.31. The wicks 
ed js reſerved to the day of deſtrafion \ there 

will 
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will be a murdering day for rebellious 
malignants , they ſhall be brought forth 
to the day of wrath. The Hebr. 544 we 
Tranſlate brovght forth, fignities, Cum mo- 
72 & pompa deducere, Mer. To lead them to 
it with delay , to bring them to it by de- 
grces, and allo with ſome pomp and 
{plendour : but what 1s 1t they (hall be 
brought forth to? What are they going 
to: with their pomp and glory ? oh *tis 
but to a day of wrath; ad diem furorum, 
2 day of wraths and fury a day majorume 
penarum , of greater puniſhment, When 
the wrath of God for every {in (hall con- 
{ume them , and incrcaſe their deferrred 
torments. Sinners are brisk becauſe judg- 
ment is delaycdz3 but alas,tinners, though 
you go on with ſecurity, yet far from (atc- 
ty, the day of wraths will come. 7er.12.1, 
we read the wicked proſperz why are 
they not ſtopt in their courſes ? They take 
root, Hebr. pergunt,they go on : Non poſcrit 
Deus prohibitionem : Vatab. God doth not 
hinder them 3 arc they happy therefore ? 
will this always continue ? No, v. 3. They 
ſpall be pulled out like ſheep to the ſlaughter , 
they are ſet apart for the day of deſtrudiion. 
When a day is ict apart, ſome eminent 
thing is intended in it. When a day is 
{ct 
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{ct apart for deſtruction, an eminent de-P hc 
{truction is iplycd by it :- a day is com-Pth 
ing when {nners ſhall tee] the ſmart of Di-Fan 
vine VCNgEance for abuſes of patience.Þw! 
This is call'd their day, as deſerved byPSir 
them, as peculiar to them : Pſal. 37. 1c, fitr 
The Lord kyows their day is coming : Chald, pe 
dies calamitatis ejus 5 Yhe day of his tig-Fon 
nal and dreadtul calamity is approaching ;Þ 
and the longer this day is coming , the 
more horrible it will be, As eternal con-F 
demnation will be nothing the leſs for aÞþ 
preſent reprieve upon carth z ſo tempo-Þ 
ral deſtruction will be nothing the moreſps 
tolerable, tor a patient tolcration and con-| 
tinued delay before it comes. We arch: 
little aware what is coming upon us, now 
our dangers arc a little over 3 but whilli 

we arc inſ{cnlibly finning atter the cxpretſi-Þ 
ons of unmerited favour , the bottles otÞ 
wrath arc filling , and the clouds of ven- 
geance gathering 3 and who knows but 
{uddcenly they may caſe and unburden 
themſclvcs in a deluge of ruinc upon us 
an undaunted people? Will not the pu 
niſhmcnt of fins continued againfi ught 
and love, diſtreſs and deliverance , {oftins, 
many years as we have enjoyed them, beſfthe | 
of that nature that might —_ ourÞFropy 
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2-Facarts tremble to conceive it ? will not 
1-Pthe vials of wrath be unſpeakably full, 
i-Fand the ſtorm of vengeance molt horrible, 
eþ which hath been fo long in gathering ? 
»y|Sinning atrer deliverance, renders the de- 
© þiiruction drcadtul , as they make it in a 
d,þpeculiar manner our own. Now deſiructi- 


g-f'on lycs at our own door , and our ſelves 
> :honely arc to bear the blame of it, In 
heÞmercy God begins firſt , but in miſcrics 


n-[we make the beginning. And what can 
aþbe a more dreadtul aggravation , than to 
o-flhave caule to ſay , Mercics are gone,God 
3s departed , Enemics prevail ? and what 
1n- ; a0 we thank but our pride and pro- 
reftancnels , our ingratitude and ungod!i- 
»whncls, atter obliging mcrcics ? what makes 
1itÞup the endlcis and intolcrable torments of 
(ſ-Wamncd Souls, for cvcr banilht from the 
offcomtortable preſence ot the excellent 
-n-(glory, but this , that all that miſery was 
zutÞprocurcd by themſclvcs ? *Tis obſerved 
IcnfÞof {ome Birds , that the lime is made of 
\ ustheir own dung that is uſed to deliroy 
pu-ſthem : The lime-twigs of Gods judg- 
zhtmnents, arc made of the dung, of our own 
ſoflins. Our fins are the fcathers, whereby 
beſthe fatal darts of judgments fly unto us, 
ourſPropriis conficimur als, wounded with 
artsÞ C7 
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our © 0297n wecapons', With Arrows made 
from our {clves : we do ill nnjuſily , and 
then ſuftcr ill delervedly, All the judg- 
ments that ſpring up, arc but from ſeed; 
of our own ſowing, The Garment is 
rain'd by the Moth bred in It, and we by 
enemies of our own breeding, It was great 
aggravation to the miſery of the Fews.that 
God told them, Fer. 4. 18, Thy way and 
thy dings have procured theſe things wit9 
thee. T have delivered yore, reſered vyout fro: 
miſeries , and theſe now coming, on ol 
you pull down upon your ſelves. Thi 
is thy wickedneſr , lay it not to cnemics 
power, think not me unrightcous 3 this 
is all thy own, How mil {crablc a condi- 
tion 15 wy to have no other comiort in 
calamitics than this , to have Ged cell ts 
this is our own? How fad when diftreſſed 
to think , this 15 my lighting of mercy, 
my avoulng Patience ,, . my pcrliſtcnce | n 
drunkeancls. Sabbath-breaking, , when | 
was dclivered ! Oh that I ſhould be ſuch 
an enemy to God and my fclf! Oh that 
I ſhould bring ſuch miſcries'on my (elf, by 
deſpiſing, mercics ! Nothing makes the 
condition of a people more hopclets, than 
thcir bringing themſelves into a helplcts 


condition. Hoſe 13. 9, Oh Iſrac, thor hat 
de- 
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deſtroyed thy ſelf « Thou wondreſt at thy 
duitruction, when it is from thy (elf. But 
N me is thy help. Learned Drufius tranſ- 
latcs the Hebr, I alioquin that is, other- 
wiſe thou badjt bad help from me. Had cne- 
mies ruincd thee , I would have relieved 
thee ; but ſince thou haſt involv'd thy 
{lf in miſery, thou mayſt expect no 
mercy from me, I will not be the au- 
thor of deliverance to them, that are ſo 
wiltully authors of deſtruction to them- 
ſelves: you ſhall periſh in the evils of your 
own procuring. 

3. Dctiruction now will be greatly ag- 
gravated , becauſe a pcople thus finning, 
deſerve to be expoſed to the naked fury 
of incenſed juſtice , without the leaſt mi- 
tigation of their miſerics by the interpo- 
ling of abuſcd mercy. If we with un- 
oratcful carriages contemn the help of 
mercy , we jultly deſerve to be utterly for- 
laken and calt off by it, And now, oh 
how dreadful will it be to drink the cup 
of Gods deſtroying fury , without any 
mixturcs of rclieving mercy ! It mercy 
it ſelt delivers us up to the cruel hands of 


.ſinexorable jaſtice , what then ſhall we 
.{cxpcricnce, but vengeance without clc- 


mency , puniſhmcnt without pity , and 
$ * de- 
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deſtruction without delay? Oh how 
ſad will it be for helpleſs creatures to lyc 
under the diſplays of vengeance, and 
none to cover them ? to have innumcra- 
ble iniquitics crying for judgments, ard 
none to plcad tor them ? to have invinci- 
ble cnemics oppoſing of them , and none 
to aſſift them ? It mercy be diſ-cngagcd, 
however ficrcely the ſtorms of wrath may 
be pour'd out upon us , there can be nv 
ſhelter from it. Whatcver wounds arc 
made, there will be no ſalve to cure them, 
It merciful deliverances cannot prevail up. 
on us to rcform us , will not mercy ccaſc 
pleading for us? will it not ſay as Chrilt, 
Fobn 17. 9. I pray not for them? I will 
put in no more intreaties for their {alva- 
tion: Jultice, take them , deltroy them, 
ruine them , I have nothing to plead for 
them. How otten doth mercy plead , as 
the mcrcitul Vine-dreficr did tor the cum- 
ber-ground tig-trce, Lke 13. 7, d. Lord, 
let it alone this year alſo ; let not thy wrath 
yet break out , let not thy fury ruine 
them, but fpare them this time; try 
what thcy will do with one deliverance 
more? but when nothing is ſucceſsful , 
mercy gives over 3 and what but intolc- 
rable vengeance will then lye upon us ? 
But 


ET) 


But who can ſpeak the dread of dc- 
ſtruction, that unmixed anger involves a 
people in ? How dreadful will it be to 
fall into che hands of God ,, when armed 
with nothing but deltroying indignation ? 
How can our hcarts endure, or our hands 
be ſtrong, , when all the Attributes of his 
glorious Majcfty ſhall conſpire together to 
make us miſ{zrable? When infinite wiſdom 
(hall be exerciſed in contriving , and in- 
hnite power {hall be engaged in exccuting 
the miſerable deftruction of a finful pco- 
ple, it mutt needs be intolerable. 

Here I ſhall take occaftion to ſhew you 
the miſery of a people , when mercy is 
diſ-cngagcd from relieving of them; that 
ſo we may be fearful of depriving our 
{clves of that bleſſed ſuccour we have hi- 
therto enjoyed by it, 

I, Mercy diſ-engagcd, all miſerics en- 
dured are pure wrath. Such miſcries are 
much of the nature of the Torments of 
the damned in Hell, whoſe plagues are a 
cup of vengeance without mixture. The 
happineſs of Saints in all their ſufferings, 
conhilts in enjoying ingredicnts of love in 
the bittereſt cup that is mixed out to 
them : when outward diltreſſes are moſt 
unplcaſing to ſenſe , they refreſh them- 
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ſclves with delightful objccts, then viſible 
to the cye of faith: Pſal. 94. 19, In the 
multitude of my thoughts, thy comforts de- 
light my Soul. But mercie diſ-cngag'd, 
there is no cordial to ſupport us , no ſu- 
var to {weeten' the bittercli eup enforced 
upon us : Ezek,7.5. Bebold,an eril, an one- 
ly evil cometh. God never {cnds judg- 
ments alone to ſuch as he favours 3 but 
deſigning the uttcr deſtruction of a peo- 
plc, he mixcs a potion of onely fatal poy- 
{ons for them : then he {ends an onely 
cvil. 

2, Mercy being di{-cngaged , the low- 
deft cries, and meoit 1mportunate praycrs 
that a pcople can put up, will be denyed 
and rejcctcd, God will admit no Pray- 
ers from ſuch as conterned his former rc- 
turns of them. The cars of juſtice will only 
hear the cries of our fins, to avenge them 
*tis mercy hears the voice of our prayers, 
to anſwer them 3 orall the anſwer we thall 
have, will be by terrible things in righte- 
ouſneſs. But mercy dif-cngaged, we are 
deprived of that unſpcakable privlicdge 
of Audicnce with Ged 3 and then we 
may {wcltcr in our miſtrics, roll in our 
blood, deſpair in our torments, without a 
rcdrels. 


Should 
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Should we by our impudent continu- 
ancc in fn, make mercy our enemy, our 
moſt urgent cries would prove unſucceſ- 
tul; and though joyned with floods of 
tears, would be unprofitable : for this will 
bring, us under the doom of thoſe. Zech.7. 


13. Becauſe when TI called you would not 


hearken , therefore alſo when you cry unto me 
T will not - bear. How juſt a rctaliation 
was this from God although a moſt drcad=- 
ful affliction ! not- to have the mercitul 


ear of God in affliction, is the worli of 


afflictions. It is diſmal now to nnd our 
hearts ſo ſtrangely ſhut up, as not be able 
to pour out praycrs : but how milcrabic 
then ſhall we be, if whcn involved in 
inking troubles, God ihould thut out orvr 
prayers,6 not, be prevailed with by them ? 
Oh ruining ſtate, when we in dittre(s thall 
be crying, Save Lord, or we pcrith , and 
then receive no other return, but, Perilh 
vou may, and periſh you thall, tor all 
the hclp you ſhall have trom mc. Theſe 
lms {v much overcome his mercy , that 
our praycrs will never overcome his an=- 
gcr.And as It 15 an argument of the great 
cit fintulncſs in man, not to pray; fo of 
the 'greatclt anger in God, not to hear 
prayers. Thele iniquitics are {0 intolera- 
E 4 ble 
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ble a lighting of him, that he will unmer- 
citully flight all we do. On what will 
become of a Nation, when that key 
which was wont to unlock the Treaſuries 
of bounty , the ſtore-houſe of blefImgs, 
can do nothing ? when that Embaſlador 
that was wont to prevail for a gracious 
Ireaty, ſhall be denyed ? when that ſuc- 
ceſsful friend thall be denyed admittance 
to the Court of Heaven ? when that 


omnipotent engine can attract no com- | 


paſſions ? Whither now ſhall we go, when 
accc{s is denyed to God ? where thall we 
have ſupplics, it our former {tore-houſe 
bc (hut up ? whither can we turn, when 
he turneth away our prayers ? Will not 
Our furious enemics prevail over us, when 
our molt fervent prayers cannot prevail 
with God ? What a thaking comminati- 
on was that, Fer. 11. 11. 1 will bring an 
evil upon them.they ſhall not eſcapezand though 
they cry, I will not hearken. God will take 
10 notice of their cries, who would take 
no notice of his kindneſs. What can be 
{aid worſe to a people than this,I will not 
hcar ? If he will not hear , he will not 
help 3 if he gives no audience, he will 
give no aflifance, This ſpeaks the ſum 
ut all cvils in one. The root of all mi- 
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| {cries lyes herein Gods not hearing, This 


— 


cttectually ſeals men up for deftruCtion« 
Exzech, S. 18, TI will deal with them in my 


fury 3 and though they cry in my ears with a 


loud voice, T will not hear. As lazy pray- 
crs will not prevail now , {o the loudcſt 
Prayer (ſhall not prevail then. Thou 


| mailt then ſpend thy breath , that now 


thou ſpendett worſe, and not ſpecd. 
Thou mailt ſtretch out thy hands, and 


| vet receive nothing : but diſengaging 
' Mcrcy may ſuffer like thoſe, Taz. 1. When 


ve (tretch out your hands.T will bide my eyes 
and when ye make many Prayers, T will not 
hear. Aidire Dei eſt concedere, i. e. I will 
not grant what you ask. In the days of 
my Grace ye might have prevail'd, and 
did not pray, or did it formally ; and now 
in the day of my fury ye may pray, but 
thall not prevail. 

Neither can the Prayers of thc greateſt 
Favourites in the Court of Heaven pre- 
vail for a pcople under ſuch circumltances. 
Should the deareſt Servants plead with 
greatelt tervency, they mult be dcnicd 
when Mercy is diſengaged, Fer. 15. 1. 
Though Moſes and Samucl /tood before me, 
my heart could not be towards this people. 
Standing is the Poſture of Praying, 
[Þ hough theſe. ſhould endeavour to draw 

E'5 out 
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out my Aﬀecctions to them by their im- 


portunate cries , yet they ſhould never 


gain my heart: I cannot love them, 1 
cannot yicld it to them. Tantum medto- 
criter malis ob pios interdum parcitur, 101 
ita contumaciter flagitioſis., God only 
{parcs thoſe that arc indiffercntly wicked 
for the ſake of the godly, not thoſe that 
are obſtinatcly flagitious and ungodly, 
Excch. 14. Though Noah, Danicl , an 
Tob were here, &c. they ſhould prer al only 
for their own Souls, Oh, ſays God, you 
think the cries of your Praycr ſhall drown 
the voice of your Sins 3 you imagine your 
carnclt calls will makc my bowels yearn 
to you 3 or it you cannot prevail alone, 
you will cngage others ; but I tcll you, 
neithcr yc, nor my preatcli friends that 
can moli pevar, ſhall perſwade me to 
{pare {o ungodly a pcople as you 3 thcy 
and you hall nor effect your dclircs with 
mc {0, 

Ze Mercy -diſcngag'd , the wrathful 
bows ct Divine Vengeau, cc will be (to 
{pcak al [ter the man ncr of mcn) inflicted 
1 a carclcis mManncr On a Mcrcy-contem= 
nwg pcople, The V ino-didlles [Ss molt 
Exact and curious in ab{cinding the luxu- 
riant branches of 2 fruittul Vine, but 
Lacks and licws the untruittul tree in a 


CaIC- 
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carclels manner, Thus the Almighty 
God micaſures out and limits the Judg- 
ments that arc out of Mercy to a fruitful 
pcople, to increaſe their fruit 3 but rc- 
eards not how he {trikcs a barren gene- 
ration , that arc only to be hewed down 
as cumber-ground trees. Whilti tender 
AﬀcCtions remain in the hcart of God to 
a pcople, he limits the proceeding of cnc- 
wics, he reſtrains the rage ,of their tocs3 
he afflicts porndere & menſura, with weight 
2nd mcaſure : But when Jultice only ' 
excrciied in Judgment , the worlt of 
times, the molt herce enemies, the molt 
attoniſhing manncr is choſen in atHlicting. 
When we arc regardicſs of a mans lie, 
we ay, Lct him cat, drink, do what he 
no hinderance to him : 
Thus Ie difobligcd {ay 5, Let cnemics 
wound. maſſacre, la waom and how 
they will, I ſhall not hclp, I will not 
hinder. God permits cncmics to do 
their worlt, to go as far as ticy.can, 
when he < chgns the ruine of a pcople. 
The Prop! CL prays, Jer. IO. 24. Lor: d. COr® 
rect me, "1 with judgment , not in thine 
anger, lei tot Uring 1 tg nothing, I11 
thy correction uſc moderation, tor the 

anguith cf thy anger is intolcrable 3 the 
blows of thy wrath alone will bring, us to 
nothin yRE 
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nothing. The fatherly Anger of Gol is 
dreadful, but the fierceneſs of his Anger 
is fatal. If God doth-not moderate his 
anger, we can never {ſuſtain the dreadful 
terrour of it. 

4. Mercy diſcengag'd, we become un- 
der a total impoſſibility of receivin help 
from any means, If Mercy that thould 
ſtop miſerics be taken away, miſcries muſt 
nceds flow in. Whither ſhall the poor 
creature go, it Mercy be gone ? If we rc- 
{ort to creatures for help, they all ſay, It 
is not in me: It God affords you no 
help, I cannot; if God withdraws his 
mercitul influence, I have no cfticacy. 
Pſal. 3. 8. Salration belongs to God, *Tis 
the honour of God,that he can cafily ſave 
without any cl{c, and that none clſe can 
{ave without him. However ſuitable 
means may be to rclieve us, unleſs there 
be the harmonicus conjunction of God 
with them, they prove fneffcCtual, Crea- 


turcs- can never hclp us in dilircfs, if 


Mcrcy ſtances oft, Thare is a counter- 
poiling power to the ability of crcatcd 
agents, that may obtiru&t their ſucceſs : 
there are unſeen circumſtances that may 
invalidate their attempts : there arc in- 
tercurrcnt - Cauſcs , and unprovidcd-tor 
:ccidents,, that may bc unconquerable 


hindc- 
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hinderanccs to thcir endeavours. The 


molt (uitable infiruments wvolzuuntatem ha- 


bent, nu poteftatem, have only an impo- 
tent Velleity or Will, but no ctfc@ual 
Ability to help us, A Nation deſerted 
by Mercy, is like a diſcaſcd, dying man, 
Head- aking, Heart fainting, Wits con- 
tounded, Spirits conſumed , given over 
by Phyticians, Fricnds ttand behind the 
Curtains ſobbing, and fighing , weeping 
and bewailing : z willing to rclieve, not 
able, Thus *'tis with a Nation when 
Mercy is diſengag'd, *'tis bleeding to 
Death, gaſping tor Lite, its Friends de- 
jected, their Hearts melted 3 but dye it 
muſt, dye it will, none can help it. Let 
men be never ſo (ollicitous, molt unſpeak- 
ably induſtrious to help a perithing Na- 
tion , they will be {uccelsleſs without- 
mercy, for they are but media deferentia, 
non operantia, mcans of conveyance, not 
of orcs: 

Mercy diſcngag, d.there can be no bind- 
ing, the hands of Jutticc,no obltructing its 
tatal Blows, no tiopping the floods of 
Vengeance, no perſwading to ſpare, no 
prevailing to ftay, no hindering Its ar- 
rclts, no oppoling its violence 3 but de- 
{traction will be unavoidable, he 
hgheft protection, the richelt A - 
the 
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-the ſtrongeſt fortifications, will be no ſecu- 
rity 3 00 {hier on earth, can ſecure from 
the vengeance of Heaven. The united 
forces of all Creatures, can no ways im- 
pede the actings of their Sovercign Cre- 
ator. Job 9. 12, 13. He taketh away, and 
none can hinder him, Tf God will not with- 
hold his anger, the proud helpers mutt ſtoop 
under. Howcver ercat the Patrons of 
our Caulc may be, whatever Allies may 
conſociate with us, whatever Afſiſtants 
ſhall appcar for us, yet they can never 
proſper to protect us, or ſucceed to dc- 
liver us from the hands of rcfolved Juftice, 
Our helpcrs muſt have the aftiſtance of 
God, or thcy cannot procure deliverance 
for us. Had we thouſands as firong as 
that world-bcaring Atlas, they could 
never uphold us : had we a world: of Con- 
federates, they could never preſerve us, 
if Juttice deſigns our ruine. The molt 
potent Fricnds can never deliver thoſe, 
who have the Omnipotent God to bc 
their enemy. It Mercy will not help us, 
we muſt needs be bolplſs, Job 27. 22 
God ſhall caſt upon him, and not ſpare > be 
would flee ont of bis bands. F ugere cont 
bur, ſet non effngict, HC ſhall "ſtrive t0 


get our of his hands. but ſhall not c{cape. 
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Neither Policy, Power, or Praycr, can 
prevail with,or ſucceed againli Cod,when 
not ſeconded with” the aid ot Mercy. 
Dan. 4. 35s There is none ©. 1 tray bj s ha. 
None can dcliver trum the dc liroying 
hands of Juſtice, but victorious Mercy. 
What need then is there to b2 careful, 
that we diſoblize not Mercy ? What 
eratcful carriage {hould we have under 
Mercics. lctt we make them our cnemics ? 
And it Mercy be once againlt us.all things 
will work againlt us. 

5. Dcſtruction atter Deliverance will 
be cxcecdingly aggravated by that ſclt- 
confounding deſperation that will be in 
our Souls, when God (hal! come out a- 
g41nlt us to vindicate the quarrel of abu- 
fl d mercics, to avenge the contempt of 
former dcliverances. Then we {hall not 
ovly have God againſt us, bat Conſcience 
allo will dirctully tormcnt us : the | rc- 
t|ccting on tormer dcliverances, will canſc 
as great tcrrour as preſent dangers, The 
very thoughts of contemn'd de liverances. 
will damp and deltroy thc conhtidence of - 
the Soul in renewed Miſerics, How can 
2 man litt up his tace betore God to dc- 
lire a mcrcy, that hath turd his back 
upon God when he obtain'd a mercy ? 

HOW 
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How can he go to God for frelh ſup- 
plies of Mercy , who getting a mercy, 
hath gone away from God ? When God 
hath liftcd thee up from a low condition, 
and thou hatt gone on in a wicked lite, 
with what face canlt thou look upon God 
again ? Canſt expcct a good look, when 
thou lookeſt to him ? What canlt expect 
but a denial trom him, when thou halt 
denied obedicnce to him ? Oh how will 
Conſcience fly on thy face, and chcck thy 
Soul ! Remember when you were in di- 
ſtreſs before, thou didit cry to God, and 
he delivered thee; but thou never didli 
love him the more, {crve him the better 
for it. Then wilt thou imagine with thy 
ſelf, Oh how can I go to God again ! 
How can I think he will try me with 
further Mercics , who have been fo un- 
faithfulunder thoic I reccived ? How can 
I expc& he will be prevail'd with to pro- 
long my Life , when 1 have heapt up 
provocations, aftcr his tormer prolonga- 
tions of it ? Oh what heart-faintings and 
failings will a fſcnſe of deſpiſed Mercy 
produce ! What a Hcll of Milery will this 
be to all thy Tormcnts, that thou durlt 
not approach to God ? Will not inward 


troubles be a dreadful increaſe of diſtrels 
in 
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in times of Judgment ? And what in- 
ward trouble more heavy than this, to 
hnde our hcarts condemning of us, and 
to be clogg'd with the {cnſe of abuſed 


'Mercics? Wilt thou not fear God will 


tell thee, thy Prayer 1s an abomination ? 
Wile not dread lett he ſay, as Fephthah 
to the Elders of Gzlead, after they had 
expelPd him, Judg. 11.7. Are ye now 
come unto me,when ye are in diſtreſs £ What, 
are you {d impudent after all your un- 
kindneſs to me, to {cek kindneſs from 
me? What, do ye think I will ſhelter ſuch 
enemies as you ? Will not God fay thus 
to us, when flecing to him in diſtreſs ? 
What, do ye that have forſaken me (o 
long, fice to me now? Do ye that. deſpi- 
ſed my former Deliverance, come to me 
tor another ? Will not God ſay, Be gone, 
Il admit you no more, I'll hearken nci- 
ther to your Prayers nor Promiſes? And 
then we may cry out as Salv. Quid digni- 
w, quid juſtins ? non audivimus, non at- 
mur , non reſpeximus , non reſpicimur, 
What more meritcd , what more ult ? 
We have not heard God, and we are 
not- heard 3 we have not regarded, and 
we are not regarded. What confution 
will this fill our faces withal > What a 


Ca- 
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Calamity will this be to all our Miſery ? 
Oh take heed then of incurring any fur- 
ther diſpleaſure from God, by abuling 
deliverance z leſt when renewed dangers 
come upon you, thy mouth ſhould be 
{ltopt, thy confidence dampt , and thy 


conſcience thus checking of thee. But put | 


Iniquity far from thee, and then {halt 
thou lift up thy face without {pot then 
{halt thou have acccſs to the Lord in thy 
troubles : and if deftrution ſhould come, 
thou maiſt cry for deliverance , and have 
gracious returns, Deſtruction for finning 
under theſe circumſtances, will be aggra- 
vated by that pitileſs frame that thall 
be not only in God, but in man, to 
thoſe that arc involv'd in ſuch deſerved 
deſtruction, God will not pity , but be 
ſtrangely hard-hcarted to ſuch hardened 
Sinners, Miſery calls for pity 3 but there 
can be no pity, where there is no mcrcy, 
or where Mercy is diſcngagcd :. Ezcch. 
5.11, Neither ſhall my eye jþ.1re, neither will 
T have pity. He laid aſide his tender com- 
pathons 3 his bowcls of mercy were {hut 
up, and now he hath no tender attcctions 

to them, 
Thus men alſo that may be preſerved 
from our calamitics, will have juſt caulc 
to 
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to be pitileſs to us. It was faid of Vitel- 
ls, when going to Exccution, with his 
Hands bound , divelted on Robcs. that 
men had no pity of him, Nam deformitas 
vite miſericordiam abſtulerat, Tacitus, The 
impicty of his Life, had taken away mens 
pity for his Death. Will not our fin- 


piog after Dcliverance give ſuch cauſe of 


abitaining from pitying of us? Will not 
nen ſay, They deſerve to be miſerable, 
nat-will not detift from being finful, Oh 
ircadful aggravation of miſery, to have 
| bowels hut againſt us! Extrema eſt 
iſeria, ciam nemo miſeri vices dolet. *Tis 
Xtreme miſcry, the height of diſtreſs, 
yhen we are not only dettitute of Help, 
but deſtitute of Pity, Jer. 22.18. Shall nor 
ay, Ab, my brother. or ah, my ſiſter : They 
all not lament for him, ſaying, Ah, Lord, 
r ah, his glory. 


F ſhall now cndcavour to make ſome 
articular Vſes of what hath been ſpo- 
Ns 


Uſes from the 1, Propoſe 
Uſe 1. 


Is it the great dclipne of God in de- 
| livering, 


[92] 
liveringa people from imminent dangers, 
to oblige them to break off fin ? Let 
then the remarkable Deliverance that the 
Almighty God in abounding goodnels 
hath latcly bettowed upon us, cttect this 
bleſſed change in our lives and conver- 
{ations.. With what face can we tram- 
ple on the juſt and ſacred Commands of 
our mercitul God, whilit he ſmiles upon 
us with ſuch unmcrited favours? Can 
our Hearts be ſo damnably obdurate, fo 
inſenſibly hardned, as not to be melted 
by ſuch an unexpected Deliverance as 
this ? Should we again break, bs Command- 
ments ? What pretence can favour ſuch 
Impieties ? What profcfſion can cloak 
ſuch Wickedneſs? What Allurements 
can entice us againſt Conſcience, Reaſon, 
and Religion , to obviate and oppole the 
righteous requeſts and demands of ſuch 
a patient God ? | 
Should we again return to our Fleſh- 
plealing ſecurity in fin, the Fountain and 
Spring of our greateſt miſery ? What 
but our belluine and beſotting ſtupidity 
involved us in our diretul dangers? and 
ſhall we return to our former polture, not 
regarding the rouling, alarums the late 
TE of miſcry have ſounded to us, 
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nor minding the awakening calls to prc- 
pare tor Judgments, or turn from the 
Impictics that deſerve them ? Would not 
this be an unpardonable crime , and a 
means molt intallibly to ruinc us ? Should 
we again dilhonour this delivering God, 
by profane , licentious courſes? filling 
our Land with the hatctul noiſe of our 
crying Iniquities, when God hath fill'd 
it with the blcfled ſounds of unſpcakable 
Mercies ? What an unworthy, ungratciul, 
unan{werable carriage would this be 
dcem'd by all that bcar the title of Chri- 
ſtians ? 

Would Heathens offer to do. ſuch 
things to their tcigned Gods, or offcr 
ſuch atfronts unto them, could they but 
do ſuch tavours for them ? And {hall we. 
to aftront the Majctiy of Heaven.bclch our 
abominable Oaths, and account them as 
plcafing Ornaments of Language ? Shall 
we {hew our deſpite to our God. by bla- 
[phcemous Exprcthons againtt inviolable 
Truths concerning, the nature and being 
of God ? Shall We, T0 cxpicls how little 
we value his kindncls, prcvoxe the cycs 
of his Glory by Noon-day Drunkenneſs, 
Rioting , and Dcbauchcrics ? Shall we 
witncls a curled contcemning of him by 
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impudent profanations of his holy Sab- 
baths, as bctorc wc have done ? Shall nor 
his Kindneſs courting-us to amendment. 
prevail? Shall not his Goodneſs endea- 
vouring, our betterment , operate upon 
us? Is it not impothhble to be fo wicked. 


after ſuch wondertul exprcſſhons of 


Love ? 

Should we again with greedy minds 
purſue the pcriſhing enjoyments of this 
alluring, world ., neglccring the protitable 
excrcilcs of Religion , a1 ad required De- 
votion ? Did the Almighty prolong out 
expiring Livcs, to {pend+ them thus? 
With what conſcience can we allow 0! 
{clves tholc large diſpenſations from 
holy Dutics, tor the ſake of our worldly 
employments, after we are purpoſely dc- 
liver d, to augment and increaſe our dc- 
{crved Obcdicnce ? Will not our days be 
yct ſhortncd, it we remain fo ftraitned in 
Dutics fill? And it we cannot ſpare a 
little ot our firength to work for God, 
can we think that. God will in;prove his 
mighty {ircngth, to work out any further 
Salvation tor us? If our houſes that 
might have bcen without People, ſtill rc- 
main without Praycr , may wc not Cx- 
pcct an angry God will ſoon unpcople 


them? 
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them ? If now we ſhall caſt off Duty, will 
he not ſuddenly cali off us ? 

Should we again be rcending and tcar- 
ig, one another by ravenous Oppretlion ? 
and ruining one anothcr by unhappy Di- 
vitions? Should not this wondertul Love 


Þ excite ſuch bowcls in our ſoftned hearts 


to one another, that we thould no longer 
be maintaining with unreaſonable rigid- 
neſs one anothers aflumed Opinions, to 
the unſpeakable prejudice of Church and 
State ? But rathcr be ſodering together 
into a perpetual Harmony , by mutual 
condelccnfions and compliances 3 thereby 
ending, our unprofitable janglings in in- 
diſſolvible Unity. Shall not we, who 
have partaken of this tavour together , 
live always together in the beauty and 
elory of undiſſcemblcd Fricndthip.and un- 
tcigned Love? And it this cftect (hall not 
follow our bcing dclivercd togethcr, "tis 
to bc feared, the effect of ſuch diforders 
will be ng other than to be defiroyed and 
cut off together. Oi then Ict the Itind- 
neſs of God to us. {weeten our tempers 
tO one ancther 3 and. Ict us be to tully 
umitcd together, that all our Aﬀections 
may make but one channel ot Love, that 
{9 the God of Love may dwcll among 
US, 
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us. For as this fincere adherence to one 
another by Love, would be not fledtull 
to prevent the deltyns of cOcnis againit 
us 3 (who dclight to ſee and fow our 
Diviſions) fo it would be fo grateful an 
improvement of dcliverance , that God | arc 
would more rcadily continuc it to us. f the 
What then rcmains ? But that we ſhould Þ mo 
lay alide Pride and Prejudice, and Sclt- 
dchignivgs 3 and ſtanding to the complcat 
and unaltcrabl: Rules of Worthip, and 
Principlcs of Religion, laid down in the 
bleſſed Word , henceforth CI ſay we 
ſhould ) dwcll in mott bcautiful Uni- 
ty, and worihip our God as far as can 

bc, in a molt dctrable Linitormity. 
Should we again become formal and 
hypocritical in our {olemn Worthip ſi 
the great God ? Were this a ſuitable rc- 
turn tor Gods dclivcring, tro mock hin 
with diſſcmbling Scrviccs , and weary 
him with hcartlcſs Offerings ? Are Or- 
"inances continucd, and thc glorious Sun- 
line of the bleſſed Goſpel prelcrv'd un- 
loudcd 3 and ſhall we rcquite the Lord 
0 otherwiſc, than by profaning and 

buſing of thcm ? 

Oh che price we ({hould ſet, the value 
've ſhould have of our O:dinances! What 
alc 
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are theſe but the Wells of Salvation, the 
Conduits of Grace, the Enfignes of eter- 
nal Glory, the Food of immortal Souls, 
the Pledges and Models of eternal Loves, 
the bleſſed Mounts of Glory 3 in which 
arc the cleareſt Reſemblances of Heaven, 
the tweetelt Refreſhments on Earth , the 
molt hvcly ftamps of Divine Majeſty, and 
the moſt bleſfled Appearances and com- 
fortable Vitits of Chriſt ? And can we 
contemn ſuch Enjoyments, without abo=- 
minable Ingratitude ? Are they given to 
us by a new deliverance ?- let us ſhew our 
eſteem by a new improvement. Never 
be ſo. backward to attend them, fo carc- 
leſs under them, fo unanſwerable to them 
hercafter, Let God (ce that his kindneſs 
15 not loſt, his coſt is not in vain, but that 
you endeavour a faithful return to what 
he doth tor you. 

But into what a large Ficld am I en- 
tring ? Let all ſins be reformed , let all 
holineſs be embraced 3 be univerſal in 
rctormation of known tins, though I can- 
not be particular in the enumeration of 
them 3 minde every particular duty , 
though I can name them but univerſally 3 
It the love of God in delivering, con- 
train you : And that thc deliverance 

Y may 
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may have greater influence upon you, I 
ſhall lay down bctore you in a tew parti- 
culars the grcatncſs of it. 

1. The greatncl(s of our deliverance is 
manitelt and 2pparent from the conhid-- 
ration of the Encmies from whole hands 
an Almighty powcr hath reſcued us. Thc 
managers of the dctigns for our ruincs, 
are the Race of murdering Cain , tic 
bloudy Off-(pring of devouring Can- 
bals;, whole monlirous crucltics arc di- 
vulg'd in cvery corner of the world, rc- 
corded in innumerable Hiltorics 3 expc- 
ricnc'd in many Nations, known in Ger- 
may, tclt in Pari, tound in Ireland , and 
we arc wotully acquainted with thcm in 
England. 

The moſt barbarous Inhabitants of the 
world can't parallel their inhumane Mal- 
ſacres : the moſt deſperate wretches 1n 
Hell can't exceed their praetis'd Crucl- 
tics, Theſe Hell-bred Salamanders de- 
light onely in ruining fires 3 theſe patrt- 
ſating, Children of the grand Murdcrer, 
love no drink like the tulſome liquor ct 
Innocents bloud 3 theſe Apoliates trom 
humane nature , can ſulace them(clvg 
with no plcaſures hike the tormenting 
buccherings of harmleſs Saints. How 
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cruel are their tender mercics.-! how fa- 
vage 1s their {weetelt carriage to thoſe 
that ſubmit not to that burdenſome yoak 
that neither we nor our Fathers could 
bcar ! What love can anſwer the kindneſs 
ot our God in giving eſcapes from theſe 
mercikſs Lions , from theſe pictures of 
malicious Satan, and fire-breathing Dra- 
gons of the infernal Pit? Can we do 
Ic{s than make our ſelves compleat Ho- 
locaults by the flames of aſcending aftc- 
ctions, to our gracious God, who hath 
delivercd us from being Sacrifices to theſe 
moſt cruel bcaſts of prey? Had not theſe 
men been thus degenerated from merci- 
ful Humanity into bclluinc Ferocity, they 
could never have attempted the confu- 
tion and ruince of ſuch innoccnt unmeri- 
ting a People as we. 

But theſe empty Pretenders to Chri- 
{tianity could never have accomplith'd 
their {inccre delignes of deſtroying us, 
had they not impudently laid the ground 
of all this wickedneſs with the Orient 
colour of ſpecious Religion and ſo pre- 
{crv'd deluded Souls from the dilturbing 
flaſhes of unſtupih'd Conſcience. But the 
Principles of their avowed Religion war- 
ranting its Patrons in ſuch Impictics, _ 
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defending ſuch damnable Courſes , hath 
animated their crucl minds with mighty 
expectations of renowning Merit by ich 
bloudy Exploits. 

Thus thcy transforming, themiſclves 
into Angcls of Light, have ſeduced a 
blinded Multitude, and by this-powertul 
Engine have gain'd innumerable Allics 
to promote a Deſigne molt diametrically 
oppolite to Reaſon and true Religion, 
Thus Religion is us'd to deſtroy the Re- 
ligious 3 and Policy cloathing it {Cl} with 
the title of Piety, intnuatcs unſpeakable 
Vigour into infatuated Mortals in the 
purſuit of gainful delignces through grea- 
telt difficultics. And had not the Al- 
mighty diſcountcnanced ſuch Rcligion 
by blaſting dciignes promoted by it, 
their Religion had brought our ruine, 
and the thadow of Religion had con- 
ſumed the tubliance of it. Now what 
favour have we found with God, that he 
ſhould diſappoint a Contrivance manag'd 
by thoſe who had gain'd in ſo many 
Contcderates by the deluding Pretcnces 
of Religion ? which 1s allo to make its 
ſeduced Zelots do more than the greateli 
Allurements imaginable. 

Hence were the wondertul incitements 
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to that unwcearicd Induſtry now viſible 
among them, to confound and detiroy 
us. Some drops of their Blond they 
could undauntcdly part with , that they 


might drink ſome draughts of ours, 


What Charges could ſecm too burdcenſfom 
to them, to diſcharge tnc world of ſuch 
Hereticks as We arc accounted by them ? 
How were their Breaſts like threatning 
Thunder-clouds , whofe Vapours never 
leave working till they vent themlſclves 


with amaſing Terrour to the trembling 


world ? How have thtir Heads. Hearts, 
and Hands, bcen willing , contriving, 
preparing, tor many ycars ? = have 
they been, as 15 ſaid of the 
Iſrael , Erck. 22.6, Every one to their 
pawer to ſhed bloud ? No Harmony, no 
Help, no Hearts, no Hands. no Power, no 
Purlc was a long while wanting 1n at- 
tempting this Murdering Atchicvement, 
\What greater Deliverance was evcr bc- 
ttowcd-on a Pcople than this, when all 
tne Forces. of Hcll and Rowe with 1ts 
Allics, arc deteatcd ? 

How might I make this appcar from 
the wondertul hcight ot Power they were 
by all thcir cndcavours arrived at : From 
the greatncls of the danger, as moft wic- 
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kedly kept ſecret by means of inviolable 
Obligations and Oaths, which laid thoſe 
that were conſcious to it, under the grea- 
tclt incapacity of revcaling of it : From 
the tamiliar Converſe our tatal Enemics 
had among - us; From the abominable 
Engagings of rottcn Members to deliroy 
the body they bclong'd to, and cut off 
the Head that was over them : From 
Ailitianccs torrcign Encniics provided and 
promiſed againſt us ! But what hath 
becn ſpoken, luthcicntly ſpeaks the great- 

:.1s of our Deliverance, with reſpect to 
thc perſons contiiving our Deliruction, 

2, It appcars from the conlideration 
of that miſcrable Deſtruction we were 
appointed unto, all theſe ſubtile heads 
and bloudy hands arc not at work to ac- 
compliſh a petty Deltruction. Their 
Throats, cnlarg'd as Hell , would never 
be fatishcd with Fcrſonal Revenge 3 no 
tes than a Nation, yca, Nations of Pro- 
teltants, can make up a fingle Meal for 
theſe ſavage Bloud-hounds, Thele tyran- 
nical Nervs arc for the cutting oft the 
Necks of all Chriſtians at a blow. No 
Icfs Bonechre would ſerve their turns, than 
the horrid Conflagration of a whole Na- 
tion, A Dioclefian Perſecution was no- 

thing, 
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thing to this helliſh Enterprize and at- 
tempted Deſtruction. How tain would 
Antichriſt have wadcd, to an uſurped 
Throne to the neck in the bloud of oppo- 
lmg Martyrs! |! 
Had it not bzen a Deſtruction none | 
like unto it ? Had not Rome out-done its Wh. 
former Crucltics ? Had not this dreadtul KY 
day been a None-ſuch ? Come, and ſec. F/06 
What ſhould you have ſeen? Had this _- 1 
Dehtigne been pertected, you had {cen or + "#. 
heard, it .alive, innumerable Troops of War 
trighttul Warriors, tierce in Countcnance, FP; 
more in Carriage, breaking forth. like the # 
Planderers of roy from that fatal Horſe, £0 
trom the Bowels of our Land : You had ; 
ſeen the diſguiling Vizards of diflzmbling {3.08 
Fricnds thrown off, and the diſtinguithing 1h 
Mark of the Bcalts compar,yy, worn by NOS 
thouſands of our unſuſpectcd Inhakitants : 6 1 
You might have feen the multitude of A 
profar.e ones turn Popith, and the Neu TY 
tralitts become abſolute Papifts: You by 
might have fcen an altoniſhivg Force of "s 
forrcign Idvlaters admitted to Centr our *Y 
Englith Coalits by the treacherous hands _ 
ot merccnary Subjcers : You might have 4 
{cen the horrid Infirumcnts of undreaded 
Dcath brought from thcir unſcarched 
F 4 hoards, 
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hoards, ready to be prov'd on thy own 
body. Ah, drcadful day, none like it ! 
When thoſe unthought-of Enemies had 
ſhewn themſclves in warlike poſtures, 
arm'd. with invincible Power , wing'd 
with ſpecdy Fury, reſolv'd with undaun- 
ted Courage, athitca with large Auxilia- 
rics, What then had becn the Work ? 
Come and ſce. Then had the Streets 
becn dy'd with a Sea of Crimſon-bloud, 
the Channels ran down with the Lives 
of maſſacred Chriſtians: Then had our 
boltcd doors in nocturnal filence been 
forcibly opcn'd, and our fleepy Bodics 
drag'd from thcir reſting Beds, and but- 
cher'd by crucl hands: Then had our 
mangled Carcafles been ſtrew'd in our 
peacelcſs Streets, to be trampled on like 
dirt by our Focs : Then had our Wea- 
pons, prcpar'd for our dctence, been mar- 
dering, pieces for our Enemies ſervice : 
Thcn had there bcen ſome flecing in a- 
maze, ſome hghting in confution, ſome 
turning out of fcar, ſome tortur'd for 
not turning, Oh, black and gloomy 
day ! Thcn had our ſtatcly Buildings be- 
come a Prey to the hercelt of Elements, 
as well as we to the hercelt of Men : 
Then had the delixe of our eyes been 

, taken 


[105] 


taken away with a blow, we our ſclvycs 
not c{caping : Then had the noiſe of 
bitter Lamentation, though nothing pre- 
vailing, bcen heard in our Strects 3 the 
Shricks of the wounded piercing our 
hearts, the ſight of the Dcad amazing our 
ſpirits Oh, what had they done ? 
Come and f{ce. How had the places of 
(helter been places of grcatcſt dangers ! 
how had it bcen in vain tor unarmed men 
to oppoſe a furious Crue of well-cquipag'd 
Souldicrs! How fruitleſs had it bcen to 
flee, when dangers were unknown ! How 
ſad had it becn to bchold tender Infants 
rent from the bodics of their rifled Mo- 
thers, and calt into their Flamcs ! Who 
could have cndur'd the light of Sucking- 
babcs ſnatch'd from thcir Mothers brcalts 
and dallvd againft dcttroying ftoncs ? 
Who could have {ecn them {prawling on 
the tops of Pikes and hurl'd into cruel 
Flamcs, without blecding, hearts? Oh 
the gaſtly viſages of the once molt bcau- 
titul Objcs, that then had becn mar'd 
with dctorming-wounds ! Oh what a dc- 
ice is this, to be thus tar freed, to 


be thus long dclivercd from fuch a De- 
ſtruction | Oh let this Mercy obtain 1ts 
deligne, left the things we have ftcarcd 


ſhould come upon us, t5 3. The 
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3. The greatneſs of this Deliverance 
will appear on the conſideration -of thc 
condition we were in, who were delign'd 
to be deſtroyed, Conſider we but the 
daring provocations we have given thc 
Almighty to torſake us, it appears a Mir- 
rour of Mercy that he ſhould ſpare us. 
Might he not julily have ſaid, Now will I 
caſe me of my Adverſarics,and avenge me 
on my Encmics : Now will I make known 
the dread of my unregarded wrath , for 
their impenitent {inning : Now will I 
ihew how bitter a thing it is to abuſe my 
patience by rcbcllion, and my goodncſs 
by offending ? But now behold, his bow- 
cls wrought in him; he delivered us rc- 
bels, rc{cucd us finful wretches : and who 
can but lay to hcart this mercy ? 

How hclplcſs had we been in ſuch a 
dilma] Surprizal ? the mighty men would 
rot have found thcir hands , the valiant 
v ould have loſt thcir couragious hcarts. 
nd wc ihould have been but Mager miſ- 
ſabibs, terrour round about. 

Put the miſery of our condition had 
Jain in oor uwnrcagyncls to have encoun- 
ixcd the King of Tcrrours, to have tul- 
low'd tat amazing Mcſlenger to the 
drcadfti) Tribunal of the Etcrnal God. 

Huw 
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How unfit had we been to dic at a mo- 
ments warning ? How miſcrable had 
thouſands been to whom all ſpace of re- 
pcnting had been ended , whole preſent 
miſery had been the beginning of cternal [1 
torments , whoſe unpreparcd Souls had i 
been ſent to the place prepar'd tor the 
devil and his angels ? Oh then that now 
we could lay to hcart theſe Riches of 
Grace that continucs a preparing ſpace : 
Patientia panitentie expeciatrix « His Pa- 7's 
ticnce expects Repentance, Let not our mA 
prolonged days be ſpent in provoking oh 
him any longer; let us not now be trca- 24 
{uring up wrath to the day of wrath. 

I might ſhew you the grcatnel(s of chis 
Deliverance, by the 'ncarncls of the Pe- 
{traction 3 it was in articzlo mortis, all was 
| almott concluded , our Pafſing-bell runy, 
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the day was preſum'd to be their Own. 
and now dclivercd, as Daniel, e faucibus 
perditionis, trom the very jaws of Detiru- 
&ion, trom the very mouths of our Enc- 
mics. Oh wondertul goodnels ! 
And_moſi fitly might I mcntion the 4 
ns of our Dcliverancc. uu 
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How did this ſweeteſt Honey come from 
the Lions carcaſs? Men of their own 
Party muſt ympart it tous z thoſe of thcir 
own Conclave are means, under God, to 
dcliver us from their own Counſcls, Oh 
the wonderful Authority of God, that 
wrought on their Conſciences ſo long 
benum'd ! Oh the Wiſdom of God, that 
works by contrary means ! No Violence 
conſtrained them, but what the Almighty 
uſed with them 3 no Policy induced them, 
{o much as Divine Power, 


Uſe 2, 


Is it the deligne of God in delivering, 
to reduce from {1n,and oblige to Holineſs ? 
I ct us then examine our Fives whether 
we have anſ{werd thcſe holy dcſigns of 
our gracious God, Oh Reader, faithfully 
asR- thine own heart, Have I not been as 
looſe and profane, as vile and vain, as 
camal and formal as cvcr I was bcfore ? 
What induccment hath this gracious prc- 
{crvation been to the reformation of my 
Life ? What Sin have I faithfully for- 
ſaken? what diſpleating Luft have I un- 
teignedly Icft ? what ſpiritual-Obcdicnce 
have I cloſcd withal, fincc I cnjoycd this 
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unſpeakable Mercy ? Doth not thy Con- 
{cience acculc tlice of thy rcgardleſreſs of 
it ? Doth not thy heart ſmite thee, tor 
not obſerving the Dutics thou art oblig'd 
to by It? Abaſuzrus would know what 
was done to AMbordecai, for the good deed 
he had done for the Kingdom. Ask thy 
{elf , What good hath becn done to God 
tor all the good deeds he hath done for 
thee ? What hath becn aone to him tor 
his dclivering of thee ? Haſt thou not 
finned the more againſt him, and turn'd 
his Grace into wantonneſs ? Is that a 
meet requital for his kindneſs? Are Pride, 
Drunkennels, Senſuality, fit Votive Tables 
for our merciful eſcapes ? Oh let not this 
Mercy be loſt for want of improvement, 
Ictt you never enjoy ſuch another. Re- 
member,exoneratio {upplicii eſt oneratio officii 3 
the laying off and freeing thee from pu- 
rilhment, lays obligations upon thee for 
dutiful Obedience. Mercies are to be 
like ſhowers on Valleys, making them 
fruitful; as a grain of corn ſown in the 
tilled carth , bringing forth a plentiful 
crop of expcC&tcd truit, God hath ſown 
the {ceds of his Mercics, let not the Devil 
rcap a crop of Sin. Oh how might I 
plead with you, as loving Jonathan _ 
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hard-hearted Sawxl, 1 Sam. 19. 4. Let not 
the King ſin againſt David, for be hath not 
finned againt thee 3 and bec auſe hs works 
are good. Oh ct not us fin againſt Gog), 
let us not rebc] againſt him; he never 
dealt unjuſtly with us, but his dceds are 
good. He is cver working for us. Hc 
is ever heaping up Mercics, ſhall we fin 
againſt him ? It will be better not to re- 
ceive a Mercy, than not to be better'd by 
it, Oh come now and conflider with 
your {clves. ſay with thy (clt, Hath God 


in his Providence made mc a freeman | 


from Popiſh Slavery, and (hall I make niy 
ſelf a Slave to Luſts, and a Vaſſal to thc 
Devil ? Shall God continue my Lite, and 
ſhall I caft it away as worth nothing ? 
Oh examine your ſclves how you have 
ated. Plato, ſecing any diſorderly, 
would ſay , Num ego tals ? Am I ſuch an 
one? Thou ſeeſt many go on in fin, ask 
thy {clf, Am not I ſuch an one ? Do not 
Igooninfn? Whata folly is it in us, 
that we wutimur perſpiciliis pluſquam ſpeculis. 
uſe ſptctablcs to ſee other faults, more 
than looking-glaſlcs to {ce our own? Lgarm 
the Art of Sclt-rcfic&tion, and that is} the 
way to Sclt-rctormation, 
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Is it Gods dctign and dchirc to reduce 
us from fin by theſe mercitul methods? 
Then let us not toolithly cauſe the Lord 
to uſe more forcible and feartul means, 
to cftect this in us. Let us not force a 
gracious God out of his delighttul ways 
of Mercy. Why ſhould we make him be 
doing his works of Judgment, fince he 
declarcs his unwillingnec(s to it ? Shall 
we turn his Sceptcr into a Rod? Shall 
we drive away thoſe precious Mercies by 
finful courſes, which , with mournful 
hearts and wringing, hands , we (hall be 
glad to be recalling? Shall we make our 
Showers of Mercy cnd in Flouds of Ven- 
geance ? Shall we wreſt the Sword of 
Juſtice out of the Sheath of Patience, 
and violcntly pull down Vengeance on 
our own heads? Will you tcll the Lord, 
you are weary of his Mercics, and will 
never regard them ? Will you dcclare in 
tac preſcnce of God, that it he will not 
powre out his Vengeance, and diſplay 
his Juſtice, and make your Plagues won- 
dertul, that you will not tear him, nor 
break oft {ins ? Is your fircygth fo great 
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to ſtand before his Anger, that you arc 
reſolute in provoking of him ? Will no- 
thing ſerve your turn but deſtruction, and 
deſolation , and undoing judgements? 
You mult cither ccaſe {tinning, or G 
will ccaſe waiting , and give over fa- 


vouring, of you. God ſpeaks, Exzech.6.9, 
how the Jews had broken him with their 
whoriſh beart , that is, he tells them, they 
ſhould remember Em quaſi objecia quadgm 
wolentia a propoſite abdutium, & invitum 
plane addutium eſſe eorum perjidia ut inter- 
rumperetur curſis miſericordie, Calv, That 
he was turn'd from his gracious purpoſes, 
with the violence their fins offercd to him; 
and that it was by their perhdiouſneſs he 
was brought to break off the courle of his 
mercies. Thus God is broken oft from 
ways of mercy, by our not breaking oft 
our ways of fin, 

The holy God is reſolv'd to make us 
leave off ſmning one way or other: if 
his goodneſs cannot gain us, it his mcr- 
cics cannot induce us , his juſtice will 
come out againſt us, and by his mighty 
power he will rule us. Ezck. 20. 33. As 
T live, faith the Lord, ſurely with a mighty 
hand, and an out-ſtretched arm, and with 


fury poured out, will I rule over you. God 
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will bring us into ſubjection by mercics 
or judgments 3 his fury thall do that his 
- | favour will not. But why ſhould we 
| cauſe the Lord to be ſo ſevere unto us? 
| | we weary man, but will ye weary God 
- | alſo? Let us be conſirained to amend- 
| | ment by his love, - or clſe he muſt curb us 
+ þ by tormenting puniſhments. It was ſaid 
- | of Iſrael, Pal. 51.11. Iſrael would have 
7 | none of me, Shall it be {o ſaid of England, 
; | that we rcfus'd and lighted what God 
- | gives, and what he doth in way of mer- 
cy ? Shall it be ſaid we will have none 
of his mercics, none of his dcliverances ? 
ſhall we not then have his judgments, and 
tecl his vengeance ? 


e 

$ 
n Uſe 4 

t 
Is this the deſigne of God in deliver- 
5 fling? then wiſcly make uſe of this as an 
f PArgument to invalidate all future tempta- 
. tions to fin. When {intul occaſions offer 
11 themſelves unto you, damp the hurtful in- 
fluence of them by objcCting to thy (clt the 
unreaſonablencſs of tinning, , after ſuch 
mercics confter'd upon thee. Thus Fo- 
eph did invalidate the cager aſſaults of 
lus wicked Mittriſs, Gen. 39. 9. How can 
I 
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T do this great wickedneſi , and ſin againſt Þ cn 
God? He did not rathly admit the temp- I Ot 
tation, but conſulted Conſcience, and re- Þ out 
peld it with this weighty Argument : I Gr 
How can I fin apainſt a God that hath wo 
of late been o Evol to me, hath tic 
delivercd me from dcath , and advanced | 15 
me to honour ? Oh I cannot flight fo hea 
much kindnels, to pleaſe a ſinful humour : Jonl! 
I will never do it. When then thou Jcore 
meeteſt with allurements .to fin , take to mer 
thy {elf this corroborating difſwalive from Jo 

it, and couragiouſly oppoſe all unworthy Pinr 
motions to Rebellion by pondering on {ira 
it, 


Inferences from the ſecond Propoſition con- 
cerning our proneneſs to ſin after Deli- 
Verances. 


1. Hence we fcc tne abſolute Neceftity 
that there is of Divine Power, to rendcr 
any mcans cfi-ctual to bring us from 1m. 
Howevcr probable mcans may be to cttcct 
this cnd, they are not powertul cnough 
without the coopcration of an Almighty 
arm ſupcradded to them. It rational quen! 
Arguments were ſufficient, ſuch as arc Þcnly 
drawn from infinite Mercy might be 

cnough 
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enough to charm our Wills to a loyal 
Obcdicnce to our God ; hnt we ſec that 
outward Mercics, not conferring inward 
Gracc, cannot accomplith ſuch difhcult 
work. The chictcſt cngine that draws 
the heart of man trom fin, is Mercy 3 but 
'tis the arm of God muſt faſten it to the 
heart of man, and Divine Power that can 
only attract him by it. Mercies are only 
cords, which Divine Power uſcs to draw 
ien from tm. It Moral Pcrſwaſions were 
ſo wonderfully cttectual in converting, 
Sinners, as ſome would have them, it is 
[range men cannot overcome themſclves 
to forſake their fins, by the conhideration 
of the merciful Preſcrvations, and gra- 
cious Deliverances - the Almighty. beltows 
upon them : Strange it is mcn cannot he 
perſwadcd to ccaſe provoking God to 
udgements,, by the declaring his un- 
villingncſs to them by the experiences of 
dcliverances from them. But how do 
e experience the incftcctualneſs of out- 
vard Mcrcics , whatcver valid motives 
nay be drawn from them ! What need 
hen is there to apply our ſelves moſt fre- 
quently to the Throne of Grace, for hea- 
ycnly Influences on carthly Blcthngs ? 


How 


9 


I1C 


How ſhould we earneſtly crave the con- 
cucrence of God's Omnipotency, tor the 
bettering of us by the confluence of Mer- 


cies beſtowed upon us? Tſai. 48. 17. The 


Lord teaches to profit, In the greateſt a- 
bundance of Means and Mercics, we thal| 
have no profit , without the aids and 
aſhſtance of God 3 He muſt tcach us to 
improve Deliverances, to gain by his 
Goodneſs. When cords of Mercy arc 
put into our hands, lct us lift up out 
hearts to the Father of Mcrcics, and cry, 
Draw us,and we will follow thee. When 
Mercics are ſown like precious ſeeds moli 
plentitully amongſt us, lct us implore the 
ihowers of Divine Blcſhing to make us 
fruitful by them. When ſuch invaluad!: 
Talents are put into our hands, Ict us 
ſeek to the Almighty for ſtrength to 
work with them. Plcad with the Lord 
to deliver thee from ſin, by his Delivc- 
rances 3 to give.thee the incomes of his 
Grace, to improve thy Litc miraculouſly 
continucd to thee, Leave not the Trron: 
of Grace, till Grace is given thee to Icav: 
thy ſins: Ccalc not to importune the 
Almightics hclp againſt thy fs, till hc 
hath” dclivered thee from them , as he 


hath done from-thjnc enemics. Acknow- 
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icdge thine own weaknels, and ſo thou 
wile engage the ſtrength of God : Tell 
him with holy boldnc{G, that now he 
. | hath given thee his ! Mercies, thou canſt 
not be content without his Bletling wich 
{| hem. Let temporal Deliverance cdge' 
oI thy appetite after ſpiritual and eternal, 


efis betterd by a Dcliverance, whether it 
1tÞbc trom Encmics, or Sickneſs, or any 
y.yother diftreſs or danger. 
nj} 2. Are we {oprone to fin after Deli- 
atvcrance ? Then hence be warned to be 
every watchful upon the enjoyment of ſuch 
ue2 Mcrcy. On that we, who enjoy {o 
ejeminent eſcapes from danger, might uſe 
usJour greatelt induliry to prevent Our Pro- 
tocceding in lin ! Let us tortitie our ſelves 
xrdfÞgainlt ſuch an evil practice. Make con- 
ve- cicnec of what you do in a dclivered 
hiscondition. Let us no longer carclly 
zfyÞun on in our (ins, but crioutly conlider 
on;hc inducements we have to a holy Life. 
ave 
th Now in order to prevent our pro- 
1 b<<cding in fn, admit this fcrious countel, 
- ha obſ{crve theſe Dircetions : 
ow 1. Make frequent Reticctions on the 
-dÞpreat Dcliverance in part bettowed upon 
US. 


50 Thou hatt but halt a Mercy, till thy Soul 
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us. When the Creator of the ends of 
the Earth furvcy'd his glorious Works, 
he ſaw they were good, and delighted in 
them 3 apd he greatly delights that we 
ſhould be frquent in Meditations of tis 
glorious Works of Cr.ation and Provi- 
dence, and live in pcrpetual admirivgs of 
them. applauding, the {hincs of his Power, 
Wiſdome, and Mercy in them. Thelcalt 
of Gods Works deſcrve the admiration 
of the greatelt Angel in Heaven, Incon- 
fiderate Perſons gain little advantage by 
the moſt contiderable: Mercics, Were our 
hearts more thanktul, wc ſhould make a 
particular Computation and exact Chro- 
nology of dayly and yearly Mercics. The: 
forgettulnc(s of Mercy is the ground of our 
forſaking God atter them. "Tis mighty 
effcEtual to ballatt our hearts againſt our 
impctuous inclinations to tin, to be much 
in conlidering what God hath done {or 
US. 

Hence the people of Iſrael were admo- 
niſhed to be. trequent in reviewing, thcir 
ſad condition in Egyptian bondage , with 
the bleſſed eſcape given ther from it, 
Deuat. 26. 1,2. 5, &c. When thou art come 
into the land----thou ſhalt ſpeak, and ſay, 
Syrian ready to p:riſh was my father , aid 

I, 
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he went down into Egypt, and became there 


a great nation.----and the Eg yptians intrea- 
ted us ill,----and the Lord brought us forth 
ot of Eg ypt with a mighty hand, and out- 


{tretched arm, and with great terribleneſs, 


&c. Thus they were to make a frequent 
commemoration ot thcir miſcrable [tatc, 
and mcrcitul c{cape. In like manner it 
were neceſſary tor us to look back on 
what we latcly were, and fay, A little 
while tince I was at the gates of Death, 
by the ſubtile contrivanccs of Popilh E- 
nemics3 a lictle time pali I had ncar been 
devourcd by the jaws of thole preying 
Lions : Some few months arc pali lincc 
the Nation was in danger of bcing in- 
volv'd in incomparable Miſerics 3 1t hath 
almott been made a Stage tor the acting 
a bloudy Tragedy, an Altar on which had 
becn facrihced innumerable prccious 
Lives, a Prcy to Roman Fury ; and now 
behold C bleſſed be the Lord ) the Scene 
is changed, the Curtains ot Secrecy that 
covered the naſty vault ot Popila Con- 
ſpirators,is happily drawn aſide; the God 
ot our lives, by his over-awin 1 Majclty, 
hath influenced the hearts ot Enemies 
to detedt the Snare they once did endea- 
vour to lay. Should we not then argue , 


Should 


9 > — 2 "tt a 


[ 118) 


us. When the Crcator of the ends of 


the Earth furvey d his glorious Works, 
he ſaw they were good, and delighted in 
them 3 and he ercatly dclights that WC 
ſhould be frqucnt in Meditations of tis 
glorious Works ot Cr.ation and Provi- 
dence. and live in perpetual admirivgs of 
them. applauding the thincs of his Power, 


Wiſdome, and Mercy in them. ThelcaltY 


of Gods Works deſerve the admiration 
of the grcatelt Angel in Heaven, Incon- 
ſidcrate Perſons gain little advantage by 
the moſt contiderabli: Mercics, . Were our 
hearts more thanktul, we {hould make a 
particular Computation and exact Chro- 
nology of dayly and ycarly Mercics, The 
forgettulncls of Mercy is the ground of our 
forſaking God after them. "Tis mighty 
effcctual to ballatt our hearts againtt our 
impctuous inclinations to tin, to be much 
in conlidering what God hath done {vr 
US. "IS 
Hence the people of Iſrael were admo- 
niſhed to be trequent in reviewing thcir 
fad condition in Eg yptian bondage , with 
the blcfled eſcape given them from it 
Deut. 26. 1, 2.5, &c. When thou art com: 
into the "-27 MS ſhalt ſpeak and ſay, A 
Syrian ready to p:riſh ws my father , aud 
L: 
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he went down into Egypt, and became there 
a great nation.----and the Eg yptians intrea- 
ted us ill,--—and the Lord brought us forth 
ot of Eg ypt with a mighty hand, and out- 
retched arm, and with great terribleneſs, 
&c. Thus they were to make a frequent 
commemoration ot thcir miſcrable ttatec, 
and mcrcitul c{cape. In like manner it 
were neceſſary tor us to look back on 
what we latcly were, and fay, A little 
while tince I was at the gates of Death, 
by the {ubtile contrivances of Popith E- 
nemics 3 a little time palt I had near been 
devourcd by the jaws of thole preying 
Lions : Some tew months arc pali lincc 
the Nation was in danger of bcing in- 
volv'd in incomparable Miſcrics 3 it hath 
almoſt been made a Stage tor the acting 
a bloudy Tragedy, an Altar on which had 
been facrihced innumerable precious 
Lives, a Prcy to Roman Fury ; and now 
behold ( bleſſed be the Lord ) the Scene 
is changed, the Curtains of Secrecy that 
covered the naſty vault ot Popita Con- 
ſpirators,is happily drawn alidez the God 
ot our lives, by his over-awing Majctty, 
hath influenced the hearts of Enemies 
to deteHt the Snare they once did cndea- 
vour to lay. Should we not then argue , 


Should 
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Should I that was ſo lately in ſuch dan- 
cr of loling, my precious lite, now {quan- 
er it away as a contemptible thing ? 

Should I thus latcly expericncing mercy 

from God, manitcti my felt by wicked 

courſcs to be a rcbcllious Enemy to him ? 

Should not the thoughts of the death, 

danger, and miſerable calamity God hath 

brought me from, bring me unteignedly 
to love him, and conltantly to yield obc- 
dience to him ? 

Let us thereforc, to prevent proceeding 
in fin, reflect on the wei wa of God : 
Seriouſly think how miſerable thou hadli 

been without the Deliverance. Oh mt- 
ſcrable (tate, had it not come ! Encmics 
raging, if not reigning 3 Goſpel corrup- 
ted, if not removed 3 Lives endangcr'd, 
if not dettroyed, How had we been Hlec- 
ing on Mountains , hiding in Dens, or 
burning in Flames, tortur'd with Racks! 
How had we been without Bread to cat. 
Houſcs to lodge in , or clfec all robbed by 


thoſe piltcring Papiſts, it not burnt byF.. 


their horrid malice, which is enough to 
put the whole Univerſe into miſcrabl: 
Conflagrations! How ſhould we medi- 
tate how ſeaſonably Deliverance came ' 


we, helpleſs, carclels, and ignorant, then 
was 
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was it that his mighty arm brought a 
bleſſed Salvation to us. Behold,how un- 
worthy we were of ſuch a Mercy, of ſuch 
a Deliverance ! A finful rebellious peo- 
ple, for us to partake of ſo much favour, 
is the greatelt Mirrour in the world, 
Now can we forget this goodnels ? It we 
have no memories to retain Mercies , we 
ſoon may have no-Mercics to retain in 
memory. Or can we fm in the fight of 
{uch kindneſs ? We ſhall never ſce {uch a 
glorious Deliverance, if we fin in the face 
of this. Oh let us often fay as thoſe, 
Numb. 23. 22. What haty the Lord 
wrought among us! Oh what a glorious 
Work was this, cmbroidcr'd with Mercy, 
ſet forth with the ſhines of Wiſdome. and 
Iluſtrious by the imprethons of inhnite 
Power / Oh torgct not this Work ! If 
we torget Deliverances, God may forget 
to deliver : Ifai. 17. 10, 11, They were 
made deſolate for forgetting the God of their 
Salvation. *Tis known that the breaſts 
that afford the ſweeteſt Milk, will dry up, 
it not drawn 3 the breatts of Mercy will 
be certainly drycd up , it no benefit be 
drawn from them by a ſcrious remem- 


i Þrancc, and faithtul improving of them. 
Praycrs and Tcars arc the bcli mcans to 
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obtain Mercics, and a thankful remem- 
brance will be the beſt way to have them 
continucd to us. 

2, To prevent thy proceeding in fin, 
think with thy ſelf what Promiſes and 
Obligations, what Pleas and Arguments 
you would have made to the Lord, and 
urged him with, to . have induced him 
to have given ſuch a Deliverance as this. 
Would you not have promiſed , that it 
it ſhould plcaſe him to exerciſe his Power 
in ſaving of you, you would engage,that 


to the utmott of your power you would: 


{crve him ? Oh what great obligations 
would you willingly have Jaid your fclves 
under, to be freed trom fo drcadtul a 
Detiruction as you were appointed to ? 
What obedicnce, ſervice, love, apd re- 
ſpc&ts, do finncrs vow to God ona Bcd 
of lickncſs, languiſhing to death ? What 
would we have promis'd then, when no 
leſs than a whole Nation was Janguilhing, 
and every Enjoyment 1cady to give up 
en: Ghott ? Oh what ſolemn engage 
ments to all pothble obedience would 
ther: have becn made ! Would you have 
promiſed theſe things , and will you not 
perform them ? - Let the readineſs of 


God to do it without thele engagements, 
12a ke 
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make you more ready to do thoſe things 
than it you had engaged to do them. 
Conſider alſo what pleas thou wouldſi 
have uſcd with God to ſpare thee ; 
think what arguments might have pre- 
vailed with him to deliver thee 3 and let 
them prevail with thee to forſake fin, 
Thou wouldſ not have faid , Lord. ſpare 
me to go on'a while longer in reb«llion 
againſt thee 3 cut me not cff till | have 
diſhonoured thy gloriovs Name a little 


more 3 give me my lite to be a Drunkard, 


Swearer, Lyar, Sabbath-brcaker , vet a 
while longer. Thou couldſi ncve: have 
the vhaws. ml to plead thus, thou couldſt 
never imagine theſe Arguments could 
prevail ; therefore uſe the confiderations 
of Arguments which thou thinkeſt would 
prevail to curb thy heart from fin , as 
thou thinkett would have becn proper to 
prevail with God to deliver thee. And 
what are thoſe? Oh ſpare me, that I 
may prepare for death! Oh give me 
ſpace, that I may repent of my tins, and 
reform ! And let thy carriage be ſuch 
now in part dclivered, as may anſwer ſuch 
motives as theſe, which would have been 
uſed with God to deliver thee. 


GO 2 3, Con- 


/ 


3. Conlider how thou wouldſi carry 
to man, if receiving a thouſand times 
{maller kindnefles from him. Oh the 
thanks that ſhall be return'd to man for 
a {mall tavour ! What rcadincſs to do 
for man , when doing for us? Should a 
man but ſave us from periſhing , how 


gratctul , how ſerviceable ſhould we bc- | 


come unto him ? And ſhall kindneſs from 


{inful creatures make ſuch imprethons on | 


our hcarts,, and the abounding goodneſs 
of the glorious God be diſregarded ? We 
love man loving of us , ,and ſhall we not 
love a loving God ? We devote our ſ{clvcs 
to the {ervice of our carthly BenctaCtors, 
and ſhall we be ſo deviliſh as to dcny 
obcdicnce to the great God ,, under all 
his benignity to us? Shall God have 
worle dcalings from us than mcn ? 
Wouldit thou not offend an carthly 
Friend, and wilt thou offcnd a heavenly 
Fricnd ? Wilt make nothing of diſplca- 
fing God , when he gives thee fuch Mer- 
Cics as all the men on Earth cannot bc- 
ſtow upon thee ? Oh let but this be con. 
ſidered, and ſurcly thou ' canlt not perfil 
in {1n, 
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Uſe 5. 


. Sce here the unconguerable ſtubborn» 


A 


nels of mans hceart.. Oh how do our 
hearts ftand out again!t God under all 
his dealings with us! We arc ©: arutdz;, 
an unperſwatable generation, Oh won- 
derful obſtinacy, that the ſweetelt Metody 
of mercy cannot charm us! Oh what 
hardned ſouls are in us, when the 
pleaſant diſtillations of ſhowers of mercy 
upon us, cannot ſoften us! Oh what 
refuge, ſtrong holds, have tin, that the 
cords of mercy can't draw us trom. them ! 
Oh how hard is it to gain a Victory 
over corrupted nature and accuſtomed 
tins! Oh ſtrange affections that we. have 
to fin, that the ſtrongeſt engagemcnts 
can't bring us from it ! Such is the ſtub- 
bornnels of unchanged ſouls, that whce 
ther (50d walks in ways of Mercy, or 
paths of Judgment, they will go contrary 
to him. Oh the hardneſs to be lameat- 
ed, that appears among us! Though the 
Almighty hath done thus much tor us, 
we have not to this day been duly at- 
tected with what he hath done. We 


have gone on trowardly, when God hath 
G 3 dcalt 
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dealt moſt kindly by us : we go on to 

rovoke the eyes of his glory, when he 

ath made ſo much of his glorious good- 
neſs paſs before us. Oh ſtubborn ſouls, 
that will not regard the melting kind- 
neſs of Goa ! but do as it were reſolve, 
whatcver God doth, they will fin againſt 
him. Though he ſeck reconciliation, they 
will follow rebellion : though he ſtrives to 
out-do thcir Rebellion with mercy, they 
will not lay down their Arms, but be 
avengcd on his many mercies., 


Tnferences from the third Propofition con- 
cerning the hainouſneſs of fin after deli- 


ver ance. 


I, Is finning after deliverance ſuch hai- 
nous {inning ? Behold then what crying, 
{ins are to be ſeen amongſt us ! Have we 
not fins of the grcateſt magnitude, who 
have mercies of the higheſt nature ? Are 
not our {ms worſe than Sodoms., when 
our mercies are abundantly more than 
that enjoycd ? Sins in England, arc greatcr 
than fins in other Nations, that have not 
partaken of ſuch fignal favours as we. 
We wonder God bears with Antichriſtian 
Rome, with forreign Idolaters 3 Alas, _ 

INS 


(127) 


{ins are not of that nature that ours are, 
Our ſms it may be are minors infamie, 
of lefler| infamy, but majuris reatus, of 

eater \guilt than theirs. Our fins are 

ouble 3\and the more our mercies in- 
creaſe,the more abundant aggravatiovs bc- 
long to our fins. Are we not finners above 
all, that have favours beyond any ? Our 
fins that are ſmall in ab{trao, confidercd 
abſtractly, are great in concreto, conſidering 
the circumttances of them. If ſmall ſms 


will not ttartle us, here are great {ins then 


to amaze us, Oh let our fins that we 
have committed bz more before us, that 
ſo the ſenſe of their greatneſs may pre- 
vent our proceeding i them! 

2, Hence fee what nced we have of 
great Repentancez an ordinary forrow 
will not anſwer our extraordinary fins, 
Gravijima peccata graviſſimis lamentis indi= 
gent, Grcatcli provocations call tor great- 
elt lamcntations, Oh what tcars and la- 
mertations can be great cnough tor our 
horrid fins ? What fighs can be deep &- 
nough tor a Nation ſo deeply involved in 
ſin ? Should not our mourning be as in 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon, in the 
Valley of Megi4don, every family apart, 
every perſon apart ? Should not Ninive 
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be our preſident ? Should not our England 
become a Bokim , and our Iſſand be over- 
flown with tcars? Oh what floods of 
tcars is there need of, to waſh away our 
abominable pollutions ! Oh what wail- 
ing and weeping ſhould be in a Nation 
living and wallowing in ſuch iniquitics ? 
At panitendum rel  Perenmdum. panes 
tance onely can prevent our ruine 3 Re- 
peritance onely can make juſtice to re- 
treat 3 Repentance oncly can deliver us 
now delivered : But where ſhall we tinde 
it ? Where are the weeping eyes, the 
mourning hcarts ? Oh that repentance 
might appear among, us, left judgments 
appcar againſt us! Oh that we could lay 
our {clves down atthe feet of mercy by hu- 
miliation, that we may not be laid down 
in a dreadful deſolation, by the hands 
of juſtice! Oh that a hcarty repentance 
might prevent our hafiening ruine ! Oh 
that we might lie in breathing ſweats of 
Godly forrow , that we may not lie {wel- 
tring in our blooa ! Our ſms reach up to 
Heaven, let our {orrow reach to hcart, Oh 
that cach part of unfcigned rcpcntance 

might be really acted by us! 
Tet us make a flirict inquiry into. our 
hns, commune witi our hearts let us 
£0 
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go the Circuit of our hearts and lives, and 
{ce the abominable fins to be condemned 
ther” Let us read the Book of Conſci- 
ence, and ſce what fins we there ſtand 
indicted for. As Letters wrote with the 
juice of Oranges, are not to be read but 
by the hre 3 Thus ſome have their ſins 
writtcn, and will not rcad them now 3 
bat; (hall at laſt read them by the. hre of 
Hell, Lam.3.40. Let us ſearch and try our 
ways, Oh we are {cnſcleſs of our tins 3 
but eger non ſentiens periculofins Iaborat 
a ſenſeleſs lick man is moſt in danger, 
On open your cycs then, and fee what 
diſorders in heart, what wickedne(s in 
life ! rcfuſe not a fight of thy fins now 3 
one day God will {et them before thy 
+, ,= _ 
Diſown not the Charges that areagaiuſi 
thee, without reaſon. Let us no longer 
ſew Fig#lcaves on our fins. The impar- 
tial Judge of Heaven and Earth knows 
our crimes. Lct us therefore return and 
ſay, Father I- have ſinned. Thus did 
thoſe, Lam. 5, 16, Wo be to us, we have 
inned, David ycildcd the caſe to Nathan, 
I am the man # mailt thou not julily ſay, 
I am the man that have bzen nothing 
the better for deliverance ; I am the man 
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or woman have gone on'in Pride, Senſu- 
ality, without repentance, reformation ? 
Defend not thy tins by excuſes, but own 
them 3 be convinced without further de- 
mur, and condemn thy ſelf as a guilty 
malcfactor. Then let us pour out our 
tears, and open the Flood-gates of Godly 
ſorrow; and if we would eſcape, let us be 
like thoſe, Ezck. 7.16. Who were like 
Doves in the Valleys, mourning every one for 
their own iniquity. Oh that our proud 
hearts might yeild to this work ! Our 
dry cycs be filled with tears, Let us fill 
Gods bottle with our tears! What is 
weeping good for, but to teftihe our 
{oryow for fin ? it cannot recover a dying 
friend, it may a dying Nation: it can- 
not ſtop the courſe of death, it may the 


coming of judgments. Open then the . 


windows of Heaven, and break up the 
deeps, and let us make us a hearty weep- 
mg, as may prevent the heavy judgments 
our great {ins are calling for, 
Then let us make a Foly reſolution, in 
the ſtrength of the Almighty, to ceaſe 
from our ſins. Say as holy Fob, Job 
34+ 32. If I have done evil T will, do it no 
more, With holy indignation reject thy 
former villanies. Oh let our ſouls be 
| raiſcd 
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1aiſed to a deſerved hatred of theſe preat / 


iniquitics, and let nothing content us, 
but the utter ruine of our ruining fins, 
Let us not be diſmai'd at the difficulty 
attending that bleſſed work : "Tis hard 
to deſtroy fm, but will it not be harder 
to be damned for it ? If it be hard to 
bear the launching of thoſe rankerd 
wounds, what will it be to bcar the 
{mart of the envenomed arrows of divine 
juſtice for ever ? Know alſo, thou may'lt 
do all things through Chriſt that ſtreng- 
thens thee; then carry thy ſins with the 
ſolemnity of penitential tears, to their c- 
ternal funeral. And unleſs this reforma- 
on ſhall attend thy repentance, thou rc- 
penteſt with an abſurd contradiction. 
Optima penitentia eft nova vita: The belt 
repentance is a new lite, This 1s the 
repentance our hainous fins require 3 and 
all this is to be done in a more than or- 
dinary way, bccaule, of the greatneſs of 
our {ins, 

3. It tins after dcliverance are fo great, 
hence;ſce how near judgments may be un- 
to us, becauſe the meaſure of our iniqui- 
ties will be {o ſuddenly hllcd. The pa- 
tience of Haven will ſoon be worn out 
with theſe daring provocations, As we 
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are heaping up Sin, the Almighty is 
heaping up Wrath ; and the greater fins, 
the {ooner the treaſures of wrath will be 
full. The more fucl we bring, the ſooner 


the fire will be kindled to .conſume us. » 


The Lord in his mercy is waiting to be 
gracious,backward to judgment 3 but ſuch 
iniquitics will ſoon waſte his paticnce,and 
provoke his wrath. 

We read, Gen. 15. 16. that the Lord 
delayed puniſhment, becauſe the iniquity of 
the. Amorites was not yet full, The mea- 
lure of fm and wrath are often filling 
many years 3and according, as tins are ag- 
gravatcd, judgments approach faſter or 
flower. Thus Foel 3.13. God calls for 
Sickles to be put in, becauſe the harveſt was 
ripe, the preſſes were full, and the fats did 
overflow, God will {uftcr finners to ftand 
till. they are come to thcir full ſtature in 
fin, and then he cuts them down. and 
makcs an end of them, Thus Chrilt 


{pcaks to the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat. | 


23.32. Fill ye up the meaſure of your Fa- 
thers. i. e. Ye will be filling up the mca- 
(ure of their ſins. till the Lord comes and 
mcaſurcs out judgment to you, according 
to the mcaſure of your fins. Oh then what 
cauſc have we to fear , kit the Vials of 

wrath 
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wrath ſhould ſuddenly be poured out upon 
us ! Is not the harvelt of fin almolt ripe ? 
or will not theſe ſhowers of mercy ſuddenly 
ripen it ? And then the fickle mult be put 
in; a bloody encmy let in among us, that 
ſhall cut us down as the reapers do the 
corn. Oh let us dread the approaches of 
vengeance under the increales of {in and 
wickedneſs! The mcafures of wrath have 
been long a filling 3 the iniquities of our 
fathers arc Jay'd up tor us, and may be 
rewarded on our heads when the mea- 
ſure is full, We ripen apace tor judg- 
ments now. deſtruction may be at the 
door cre we know. 


Inferences from the fourth and fifth Propoſt- 
tions concerning the deſtructive nature of 
Sinning after deliverance, 


Uſe 1.. 


May deſtruction come after deliverance? 
Then hence we may learn, that preſent 
impunity can be no evidence of our tuture 
fafcty. Mercics are not ſo inſeparably 
entail'd upon us, that juſtice cannot de- 
prive us of them. Preſent proſperity 
may have a mourntul ending in diſmal 

adverſity, 
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adverſity. National, as perſonal ſalvation 
from preſent dangers, may end in deſtru- 
ion. The wings of our feathery conh- 
dence had need be clipt, when we fondly 
preſume the Almighty to be ever bound 
to deliver ſuch a people as we, becauſe 
he hath once more graciouſly done it. 
2 Pet. 2.9. God reſerves the unjuſt to 
judgment. The bird that eſcapes the 
fowlers net for once, may be afterwards 
caught: we that are wonderfully pre- 
ſerved from the ſnares of helliſh Plotters, 
may at laſt be made a prey, it we grow no 
more watchful. Our cloudy Heavens 
threaten new ſtorms. Theworld is very 
full of great and unexpe&ted mutations: 
The tunings of the wheels of Providence 
are very ſwift and various. We may 
. now as ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, as we have 
often been delivered. Jud. 5. Afﬀer deli- 
vered, God deſtroyed thoſe that believed not. 
The ſhip that evades the dangfrs of the 
Sea more than once, may be ſwallowed up 
in its Sands, or ſhattered by its Rocks at 
laſt. 

The reprieved malefaor may juſtly 
expect his deſerved execution, after a lit- 
tle ſpace afforded for preparation. And in 
truth, the relief our offended God hath 

given 
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given us,ſcems more like a Reprieve, than 
a Dcliverance; and cauſe we have moſt 
ſcriouſly to fear, that ere long we ſhall 
expcricnce that Juſtice can deſtroy, as Mer- 
cy can dcliver. Our impunity is not 
from Gods impotency, but patience 3 and 
that may ſoon be' expird. We have 
cauſe to dread that awakening word, 
Joſh. 24. 20. If ye forſake the Lord, then 
will he turn and do you burt, after all the 
good he bath done you. Our not returning 
under good, will make him turn to do 
us harm. Proceeding in fn will inter- 
rupt the courſe of mercies, and introduce 
ſacceſſions of judgments. You may be 
ſurpriſed with ſudden mileries, in the 
midſt of your feigned ſafety. God will 
not always draw with cords of love. 
Hoſe 11. 3. 4,5. I drew them with . cords 
of a man, with bonds of love; that is, I 
dealt with them in the moſt gracious 
manners, ſtriving to draw their rebelli- 
ous hcarts into ſubjecion 3 but ſince I 
cannot prevail, v. 5 Theyſhall not go down 
zo Egypt, they ſhall have no ſhelter there, 
but the Aſſyrian ſhall be their King, and 
the ſword ſhall abide in their cities, and de- 
vour bis branches. Thus may the dealings 
of God be changed , and cords of love 


be 
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be turned to chaſtifing rods, to laſh th: 
backs of ſtubborn fools. We cannot en- 
ſure the continuance of mercies, but by 
our compliance with the dceligns of God 
by them. That which was ſpoken to 
Epbraim, may tall upon us, Hoſ. 9.11. As 
for Ephraim, bis glory ſha!l flee away like 4 
bird, We imagine we have mercics ſure 
as a bird in the cage : but as the door be- 
ing opened the bird flies away, ſo mer- 
cies will take their wings, and be gone 
from a fintul people. Truſt not then to 
your preſent freedom, you may be cnila- 
ved > flatter not your ſclvcs in hopes ot 
perpetual deliverance, deſtruction may 
come at laſt, 

3. Will this perſiſtence in fin haſten 
ſuch certain and miſerable ruine ! Then 
ſee what rcaſon there is to thake off our 
pleaſing but hurtful ſecurity , admittivg 
ſome fearful thoughts, 'and affecting our 
hearts with apprehenſions of our eminent 
danger. Unwilling we arc to admit of 
ſach Truths: near 'our decoying hearts , 
which may affe& us with fear or grict : 
But *tis far from the nature of 'wiſdom to 
flatter our ſelves into ruine z or to fancy 
ourſelves ſecure in a glorious Paradiſc, till 
we be miſerable in a deſolate wilderneſs. 


Thrce \ 


(137) 
Thrce things,ſfays Lrther,will undo a Na- 
tion Oblivion of Mercics, Politick con- 
trivances, and Carnal Security, Well will 
it be, it theſe prove not our ruine at 
halt. \ 

Oh what a fearleſs Age do we live in ? 
we flecp on pillows (tutt with the hire of 
divine vengeance : We cry, Peace, Peace, 
and deſtruction is coming, How do we 
{tupifc our Senſes , ſcar our Conlſcienccs, 
lock up our Underltandings, to keep out 
all fears in the midit of moſt dreadful 
dangers? What (tupifying Opiums hath 
the Devil perſwaded us to {wallow, that 
makes us {o mindleſs. of approaching mi- 
(cries? How do we fortihe' our ſclves 
with molt fond preſumptions againlt the 
threats of vengcancedcnounc'd trom Hea- 
ven? Can fancycd ſafety deliver our Na- 
tion from Enemics, when we have no- 
thing cl{c to ſecure us ? Can empty, boa- 
ltings of conceited ability to defend) our 
ſclves, prevent the aflaults of Enemies, or 
deliver our Land from the ruine defign- 
od ? Will ſecurity in fin be ſuthcient guard 
to preſerve us from all Conſpiracies ? can 
neither God nor man do us any harm, 
whilſt we imagine our ſelves out of dan- 
ger? Ob nos miſerrimos ! Oh miſerable 

England ! 
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England ! how do we ſurfcit with mer- 
cics, and wax fick with the kindneſs of 
Heaven , and yet ſay, It (hall be well with 
us? How do we wound our ſelves, when 
the Lord is healing ; and deliroy our 
ſelves, whenthe Loxd is delivering, and 
yet ſay. The Lord will go on to dcliver ? 
What Proſperity do we promiſe our 
{clves, whilſt Cod is threatning our ru- 
ine ? What Halcyon-days do we vainly 
expect , though Miſerics are ready to 
ſeize us? Oh the dreadful Dooms that are 
threatned to ſo ſtupid a people in the 
Word of the Lord ! Oh the (ad Cala- 
mitics have come upon a people in this 
condition |! 

Is not this the poſture our Enemies fo 
greatly deſire to tmde us in ? What 1s 
their work , but to lull us aſleep, and 
then to be butchering of us ? What is the 
great contrivarice at this day of the Pa- 
piſts, and ſuch as affect them, but to 
{uppreſs our tears by cheating devices? 
knowing our deepeſt ſecurity will be their 

catelt advantage. Thcy know, our 


roats will lye opcn to be cut by their. 


crucl hands, when once we have empticd 
our hcarts of fſollicitous thoughts of Uc- 
ſiracion. Hence, hence it is, inliruments 
alt 
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are aQive to inform us deceitfully, that 


weare ſuthciently provided againſt them: 


tor this they inſiru&t theirs and the De- 
vils Martyrs to obtrude on the world the 
higheſt Proteſtations of Innocency : For 
this they ſtrain their throats to ſwallow 
renouncing Oaths, which they will as 
certainly , Sou as ever they intended , 
which I fear was not at all. Hence they 
force themſelves to a Pariſh - Church , 
that we may certainly think they can- 
not belong to the Romiſh Mother 3 
and that we may fancy, they cannot go 
thence to contrive our miſcrable ruine. 
Oh then if this be their plot. how have 
they got us by it? How do we pleaſe our 
encmics, and promote their deligns, by 
our {infal Security ? But ſhall we not fear 
the Hammer and Nail will cleave our 
Pates, When Siſera-like we arc droll'd in- 
to ſleep With a Lordly Diſh of Butter and 
Honey ? You may ccrtainly believe this 
ſtupitying Opium will-be like the poyſon 
of Aſps at lalt, 

Is not this the Poſture moſt have bcen 
in, when Judgments came upon them ? 
What was there but carcleis and ſenſcleſs 
doings, when that dreadtul Deluge ſur- 
priz'd the world of old ? Mat.2 4-37, 3%. 
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How unexpected was the ruine of Sodome 
and Gomorrha * How incredulous were 
the Jews of their {ad Captivitics, and or 
their uttcr Deſolation at laſt ?  Obſcrve 
we but the frame of perſons when Judg- 
ments have been rained from Heaven up- 
on them, and we ſhall tnde they were 
fearleſs of any ſtorms, and conceitcdly (c- 
cure from any miſerics. When the Maſ- 
facre broke forth in Paris, the crucl but- 
chering was acted in Ireland, the xiining 
Perſccutions and Dittrefics tcll upon Ger- 
many, they were all involy'd in Lethar- 
gical Diftempers, bcſorted with fatal Sc- 
curity. This is the time the. beafts of 
prey have cyer gone out to glut them- 
{clves with fatning blood, This hath 
been the ſeaſon ever f{elefted to manage 
the overthrow of Kingdoms. Yet Cex- 
amples do not warn us, but we ftoolithly 
ſeem rcſolv'd to gratine our encmics 
with a ſuitable ſeaſon to ruine us, Isnot 
this the poſture that God hath ſevercly 
threatncd in his Word, to which he will 
evcr be faithful ? Ifai. 22. 13, 14. In tht 
day the Lord of Hoits called to mourning and4 
weeping, and be152/4 joy-and gladneſs 5 and 
it was revealed in my ears ---Surely this Ini- 
quity ſhall not be purged from you till JoÞ 

ie, 


die, Nothing urges Juſtice more to con» 
tound a pcople with floods of Vengcancc, 
than Epicxrcan ſtupidity under awakening 
Alarums. . Hath not the Lord threatned, 
Prov. 29. 1. He that being often reproved, 
and ſtill hardens his neck , (hall be deſtroyed 
ſuddenly,and that without remedy > Why 
tncn do we tlatter our ſelves, and cry 
Peace, pcace? Shall wc ſay as thoſe ? 
Zcph. I, 12, The Lord will do neither good 
nor eral, Will not God then fay, as v.13. 
Therefore your goods ſhall become a booty, 
and your houſes 2 deſolation « Whatever 


may be the foundation our Sccurity is | 


buildcd upon, fo long as provoking Sins 
are hcaping up Wrath, Security doth but 
haltcn our Miſery, *Tis pcthible we are 
incrcdulous that Judgments can cver dc- 
tiroy a Pcople renowncd in Protcition as 
we; but fince our Profcthun is but as 
Samu'l's mantle, under which arc ſhrou- 
ded molt devilith tins, or as a carpet cat 
ovcr the mouth ot Hell, it can never be 
a ſhclecr tor us, but ftirs up the Lord to 
vengcance, QOuthide-Holincts and mock- 
ing Formality renders our condition the 
worſe, Micah 3. 11,12. They leancd up- 
on God in ways of tin, and ſaid, Is not 
the Lord among us ? do we not protcls him, 


and 
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and worſhip him ? Therefore ſhall Zion for 
your ſakes be plowed as a field, and Jeru- 
ſalem ſhall become _ and the moun- 
tains of the Houſe of the Lord, as the high 
places of the forreſt. The Ark of the Lord 
could not fave the Iſraclites finning 3 Zion 
will be no ſhelter tor Hypocrites, "Tis 
in vain to flatter our ſ{clves with conceits 
of ſafety in an outward ſhew of Godli- 
neſs; that hay and ſtraw can be no fcnce 
from the ruining flames of Divine Ven- 
SCcance. 

Awake thcn trom brutiſh ſecurity, and 
fall to work to prevent the threatned ru- 
ine, by repentance and amendment. Fan- 
cy not your ſclves beyond the reach of 
judgmcnts, but tremble in your felves, 
that you may have reſt in the day cf 
trouble, Make the Almighty your friend, 
that he may not be a terrour in the day 
of Evil. Be afraid of all his judgments, 
For if you will not learn to fear that great 
and Jrea1tu! Name, the Lord thy God, then 
will he make thy plagues wonderfal. Deut, 
28, 38, Is nor deliruttion coming after 
dchverancc? Are not dreadful days ap- 
proaching to us ? Conlider theſe few par- 
ticulars tcllowing, and you will ſce what 
cauſc we have to thake oft f{ccurity, and 

Prepare 
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prepare our fclves to meet the Lord in 
ways of judgments, who have fo long en- 
joy'd the thines of mercy. 

1. May we not juſtly fear our ungrate- 
ful carriage towards God, will haſtcn his 
formidable departure from us? Unkind- 
neſs ſhown to triends coming to us, will 
certainly diſcourage them from abiding 
with us. The happincſs of a Nacion 
conlilts above all, in the fruition of the 
tavourable preſence of God 3 and it by a 
regardleſs carriage, or difpleaſing bchavior, 
we provoke him to depart, our ſudden 
ruine will be the conſequence of his de- 
ſerting, of us. Hoſ. 9. 12. Wo alſo to them 
when I depart from them. There is that 
abſolute neceſſity of the preſence of the 
Loxd with a people, to conduct them by 
his Counſcl, to prote& them by his Pow- 
cr, to ſucceed them by his blutiing in uſe 
of ſaving means, to dcliver them in un- 
conquerable dangers, that it he withdraws 
it from them, none ot thele things can be 
done by another hand, Hence the Lord, 
unwilling to raine Fernſalem, with buw- 
els of compaſſion crics out, Fer. 6, S. Be 
initruted, O Feruſalem, lejt my ſonl depart 
from thee, and tby land becomes deſol te and 
not inhabited. The foul of a man is the 
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vivihick principle , on the ſeparation of 
which from the body,thcre enſucsa death) 
all ftrength, counſel, beauty, leaves the 
body. Thus when the Lord departs, the 
ſoul of a Nation is gone, and then the 
Nation is only a mouldring heap, and as 
a liveleſs carcals, We certainly looſe all 
good , when the- preſcnce of God is 
withdrawn from us. If we by our fins 
make the Almighty go away , he tor our 
Ims will take. away all kinde of Mercies 
from us. Dcut.3.1.17. I will forſake them. 
The regardlcls Athcilts ot our age will 
ſay, Let him go, and what then ? Oh, 
ſays the Lord, Then ſhall ye be devoured,and 
many evils and troubles ſhall come upon you 
ſo that they ſhall ſay in that day,Are not theſe 
evils come upin us, becauſe the Lord is not 

amongſt us F 
Now may we not fcar God will depart 
from a pcople that behave themlclves fo 
unkindly as we at this day ? We light 
his preſcnce, abuſe his kindncls z can we 
think to be bleti with his preſence long ? 
We read, Hof. 8. 3. Iſrael hath caſt off the 
thing that is grod, The Hebr. 15 only, 29 
Mt repulit 2 ſe bonum, 1. C. Snpyirn, bene- 
ficium, Or «ini ns «avis Preter quem non eſt 
bonum. So Rivet, Grotius, and ——_ 
tnat 


that is, Iſrael hath driven from it- God 
the onely good, hath made its kind Be- 
nefatot go away. QMh have we not 
done thus? have we not been driving 
God away from us 3 as weary of his 
Ordinances, tired with Goſpel-profters, 
nauſcating Mercies, and defpiting, Delive- 
rances? How can we think God, can 
walk with us any longer, when we walk 
{ſo trowardly and contrary to him ? Amos 
3+ 3e How can two walk together, unleſs 
they' be agreed ? thereby God ſhews them 
how impotſhible it was for him to con- 
tinue in ways of mercy to them, ſince 
they retuſ.:d to walk with him in ways 
of duty z which is the ſweet harmony 
God expected from them : fays the 
Lord, You would have mc to walk with 
you, and blcſs you, yct ye depart trom me, 
and blaſpheme my Name. How can | 
longer walk with you? Thus the Logd 
threatens a people, Lev. 26.21, If ye 
walk, contrary to me, Twill walk contrary 
to youre Ve 2.4. T will bring ſeven times more 
Plagnes upon you, according to your ſins. 
Oh how perverſcly have we walked! 
How contrary is Diſobcdicnce to Delive- 
rance, Sinning to Salvation, Curſing to 
Bleſſing ! and may _ God julily leave us 
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to ruine, and (ufter our deliruction - 
who dcal rhus unan{werably with him ? 
2, May wc not juſtly fcar that our 
provoked God in juſtice will {ct the 
wicked over us, who have dcipilcd his 
rightcous and bleſſed Government ? 
Auguſt. \ays, God ſets up wicked opprel- 
ſors, cum judicat ves humanas talibus aig- 
nas dommiz when he- judges 4 = merit- 
ing ſuch maſters, When - Rcligion 1s 
coanted 'an intolerable yoak , under a 
Govcrnment that dccrces the obſervance 
of it, wc may with terrour expect a yoak 
to bc laid upon our necks that (hall bc 
{0 heavy, that we (hall fee our unſpeak- 
able tolly in accounting the fcrvice i 
God a flavery to him, Have we nc: 
cauſe to tear that dreadful word ? Dex!, 
2 0. 47, 43. Becarſe thou ſcrvedſt not th 
Lord thy God with juyfulneſs and gladne(s 
of heart in the abundatce of all things: 
Therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thins enemies whic) 


the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hunger 
and thirſt, and nakedneſs, and in want of al 
things \ and they ſhall put a yoak pon th 
neck. until they have deſtroyed thee, Out 
wanton ſpirits under ſomctimes-a-proſpc 
rous Rule, may be humbled by the ſeve 
ritics of cithcr torreign Princes prevailing 
0 
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or home-cnemies raigning, God punith- 
ing the iniquity of a people,is ſaid, Hoſct 3. 
II. To give them a king in by wrath. 
When God ſets. the wicked over a people, 
"tis a manifclt indication. of his anger. 
God often ſets. the worli of Governours 
over the worlt of people. As a holy 
man pleading, with God about one Pho- 
cas made an Emperour, Cur Domine Phy- 
cam Imperatorem conſtituiſti £ reſponſiem d.a- 


tim accevit. Ouia non invent peyorem. Wh 
» cv 'Y 


Lord bait thou m:Je Phocas an Emperour & © 


he was anſwered, Becauſe I conld not find a 
worſe, 

May not ovr hearts then dread the 
tatal ctic&ts of removing our preſcnrt 
King ? (whom God prcſcrvc.) Should 
Gud in anger do it, what bloody conftus 
hon may tollow in this nation ? and will 


I not our {ins in the abundance ct mercics, 
i makc him dclirxoy both us and our King ? 


Prov. 28, 2, For the tranſereſiion of a Land, 


many are the Prijices thereof : that 1s, the 


continuance, of Kings on this acconnt ts 
ſortncd, and.tor the puniihment of their 
villanics the lives of their Kings are ab- 


{ breviatcd, and onc is {ct up altcr ai.0- 


ther which great mutations arc oftca 
attended with great contutions, and in- 
numerable calamitics. 
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. May we not jultly tear, the Lord 
may ſuſpend his divine influence trom 
the Counccls of this Nation, that tfince we 
have little regarded what he hath done 
for us, the ablett Adviſcrs, the molt po- 
litick Counſellours, may be diſabled from 
doing thoſc things which may be proti- 
table tor us? How often have the Coun- 
ccllours of a Nation deſerted by God, 
been unproſperous in their enterpriſes 
and-undertakings tor a people ? Notwith- 
ttanding the care our wvigulant Soveraign 
hath taken or may take to ſuppreſs the 
growing power of Popery by his Royal 
Proclamations 3 and although the hearts 
of our Parliament may be filled with tin- 
cerelt intentions, to act tor the advantage 
of the Nation, yet they may fail in the 


means, and be diſappointed of the end, it 


God ſhould deſiſt trom concurring with 
them, 
What it their Coznſels ſhall not have 
acceptance? What it their advice may 
{eem*unſate , and others mult} needs bc 
choſen ? Will not. the Enemies of our 
Nation be working all this whilc? 
Will not our Foes be contriving and 
haſtening our ruine, ere we have counſc| 
to prevent it ? Woula not this be a bay 
judg- 
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149. 
Judgment ? And may not this be fearcd 
by us, who have ſeen how hard it is tO 
21VC acccptable connle! in theſe difhcult 
and dangerous timcs ? 

What it the Lord (hould do to L1S..4S ft 
the Counſellors ot a pcoplc of old, Iſai. 
19. I4. He mingled a ſpirit of perver{nets 
in the midit of them : Hcnce they became 
as a drunken man that taggereth in his 
romit, They ſtaggered about, were al- 
ways unhxcd, ever unſtable, but rceled 
this way and that way, not knowing, 
what to do, or whcre to £0: Should 
this Spirit of divifon be mingled with 
ours, what ſhall we tinde but the breach 
made widcr, the diſtreſs made greater ? 
Prrvate animoſities would be the defiru- 
ion of publick, advantages : The Blcflng 
that hath been promiſed to the godly, 
hath bccn wanting, to Counccllors in our 
age, Pol. 1. 3. Whatſoever be doth ſhall 
proſper. But hath not a miſcarrying 
Weomb.and dry Breaſts, bcen the Curſe of 
the Lord upon Us ? 

What it the Lord ſhould Cafſer them to 
miſtake the mcans oft our recovery , Or 
tall ſhort in what they do? Sometimes git 
hath been known that Cr—_— 


have been too ſþaring to the wickd, t 
3 this 


[150] 
their own ruine, The King of Iſrael loſt 
his life, for fparing Benhadad that ſhould 
have dicd, 1 Kings 20. 41, Thus ſaith the 
Lord , Becauſe thow haſt let go ont of thine 
bhimd a man whom T appointed to witer de- 
Rtrutiion, therefore thy life ſhall go for his 
life, and thy people for his pr It ſecms 
Ahab had too great a kindneſs for Ben- 
hadad, who dcſcrvcd to dye, being an 
iraplacable enemy to them : And are there 
not ſach enemies to be deſtroy'd at this 
day? Healſo held by Tyranny places be- 
longing to the Iſraelites, and therefore 
deſerved death : And are there not thoſe 
who axe ſccking to poſſeſs what belongs 
unto us, that ought to be cut off for 
their malicious enterprizes *? He was alfo 
one that God wid manitelt his diſpleaſure 
2painſt , by deltroying 100000 Footmen 
of them, whereby he might underſtand 
Gods diſplcalure againſt him. . Now for 
him to ſpare this enemy, to intreat fo 
honourably this publick Adverſary, when 
given into-his hands, brought him under 
this threatning. Should our enemies be 
even ſpared like him, ſhould we not ſut- 
fer after this manner ? And will not this 
be a bad exchange, to give our lives for 
theirs ? Will this be a worthy deed, #0 
| ſpare 
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ſpare a thief from the gallows to cut our 
toroats ? See 1 Sam. 14. 21,23, There 
1s little truſting ſuch enemies, whatever 
pretences they make. Fideo baptizato, 
& lupo domeitico, non eft credendum. Ie 
mult not tri a bapiized Few, being an in- 
ward enemy to a Chriftian, nor a hotſe= 
wolf, that will till make murder among 
the ſheep. 

Sometimes in the world it hath been 
known , that as men have becn too 
ſparing to the wicked, (o to9 cruel t9 the 
godly, The rod hath been Jaid on the 
wrong, back, as the Poet faid, 

Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenſirra columbas. 
The innocent Doves are cenſur'd, whilſt the 
ravenous Crows are pardoned, Tine Chri- 
ſtians in former days have becn cloath'd 
With Bears-skins, and then baited. Some 
perſons are miffepreſented , and then 
more ſeverely reprchcnded than thoſe a 
thouſand times more guilty. We read 
in Scripture how Ahaſxerus, that mighty 
Prince, was brought to dccree the ruine 
of the Jews, by the aſpertions FHiaman 
calt upon them, as if they were a people 
not fit to live, and that it was not for the 
Kings profit to ſuffer them 3 and by this 
means this innocent people had utterly been 

H4 deltroy- 
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deſtroyed, had not a wonderful Provi- 
dence prevented, Hence fometimes it 
hath been cxperienced , that a poor at- 
flictcd pcople have born the punithments 
deligncd tor and deſerved by others, 
only from the miſprifions of prejudiced 
_ perſons. Should it then” be ever thus 
with us. how ſoon would our ruine come 
upon us?How would the hands of enemies 
be {trengthened, and the Nation difabled 
from helping it (lt ? 

4. May we not jultly fear our encmics 
have now fct torward, by their doubled 
diligence,that deligne which was ſet back 
by the diſcovery of their accurſcd Plot ? 
Qur enemics may be like the Devil, quz 
fergit armis quibus dejictur, rilcs by the 
weapons by which he is caft down :' So 
theſe politick Wretches may improve the 
diſcovery of their deligns, to make for 
the advancing of them, by laying their 
Plots more cunningly, We have often 
herd of repulſed Armics gaining, force. 
and at laſt bzcome triumphing, Conquc- 
rourss Our cnemics may yct bc rallying, 
upon us,- aud that with a morc invincible 
fury, The Fowl:r oftcn removes his 
fnarcs, underitanding the birds per- 
ecption of it 3 our cncmies may change 
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- or remove their ſnares, and yet be 2s nc2 


| 


to flay and undo us as before. And when 
we are moſt {ccurc from it, we are ncarcli 


tO it, The dreadtul battle * was againlt 


Gibeab, whcn be knew not ſuch an evil was 
zear him, Judg. 20.34. Thoſe Scrpents 
will not dye becauſe their tails are cut oft, 
Thoſe grand Politicians can contrivc 
more ways than onc. *Tis polſible thcir 
tainting hcarts have had ſome Cordials 
trom Rome to revive them. France can 
hclp them at a dcad lift : and their 
Ghoſily Fathcr will prevent the ruine of 
his curicd brats, if all he can do can ruine 
us. May wc not tear things are brought 
to be ſtate quo, as they were before, or 
rather worſc, it that be poflible? I fear 


_ every gap is not yet: ſtopt, whereby our 


cncmics may pollibly invade us. I think 
it may be fcared our cncmics arc not yct 
ſo much impaired, but that they are able 
to rccover their loſs of {ome Arms they 
had to ſpare, and fomc mcn they will 
not miſs amongſt their thouſands. Do 
they not cry in the ſtoutncls of their 
hearts and pride of ſpirit, as 1/a.9. 10. 
The bricks are fallen down, 'we will build 
with ſtones the ſycomores are cat down, we 
will build with cedars * We have been 
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too remiſs this once, but now we 
will be more invincible. The water 
caſt upon their fire, may , make it burn 
the more fiercely, and vexatious diſ- 
appointments will make them more dili- 
gent, 

5. May we not juſily fear the rclict 
that we have, may be- no other than a 
faint chearing bctore a miferable death ? 
How often do we fce men labouring un- 
der dcadly diſcaſes, revive a little, and 
give up the Ghoft? How oftcn-do we 
know a whiſt calm, bctore a raging, ltorm ? 
A people may gct a little hcart immcdt- 
ately bctore their ruine. 2 Kings 17. 4. 
- comparcd with Hoſ. 1.8, When Lo-ammi 
was born, the tcn tribcs that bcfore 
were diſpiritcd, and by preſcnts did ho- 
mage to the King of Aſſyia year by year, 
begin to be jolly,and hope to caſt oft the 
yoak of bondage, and bring preſents no 
longer 3 but joyned in conftederacy with 
Egypt, which was immcdiately bctore 
their rejection, God begins to fave 
with a little c{cape, but it may be but 
2 Zittle lightning betore death, The Dol- 
hin ſports much bctorc a ftorm. Men 
in jolly and fearleſs condition, Is a dread- 
ful pxcfage of a ruining ftom. So true 
F= it 
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it 15 in maxima fortuna minima licentia* 
In the greateſt proſperity, we are not 
allowed the leaſt ſinful liberty. God 
threatning to bring down judgments up- 
on 1/rael, ſays, he will feed him as a lamb 
in a large place, Hoſ. 4.16. To enlarge a 
peoples bounds, is 1n Scripture taken to 


free them from troubles , (0 God defign- 


ws, great diltreſs, would a while free them 
from troubles, *Tis a mctaphor taken 
from Batchers, who about to ſlay their 
Cattle, thirſt put them into large paſtures 
to fatten them 3 fo God about to deſtroy 
a pcople, often gives thcm a freedome 
trom diſtrc(s, and leaves them to hill up 
apace the meaſures of their fins, and 
then brings them out to laughter : Hence 
Merc, on the place 3 Nunc Iſraelitas copiose 
paſcet,ut mox ſaginati hoſtibus dedantur tru- 
cidandi, He tecds the Tſralites molt plen- 
tifully w.th mercics, that being fatted up, 
they may becomca prey to their butch- 
cring encmics, Oh how fatt-do we fat- 
ten !! How {ſoon (hall we be ready to be 
ſacritices to our cnemies ? 

6, May we not jultly fear, that as God 
in his wrath hath dealt with others, he 
may deal with us? When Judgments on 
others are not made uſe of-as o—_ 

they 
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too remiſs this once, but now we 
will be more invincible. The water 
caſt upon their fire, may, make it burn 
the more fiercely, and vexatious dif- 
appointments will make them more dili- 
gent. 

5. May we not juſtly fear the rclict 
that we have, may be no other than a 
faint chearing bctore a miferable death ? 
How often do we fee men labouring un- 
der dcadly diſcafes, revive a little, and 
give up the Ghoft? How often do we 
know a whiſt calm, bctore a raging, ltorm ? 
A people may gct a little heart immcdt- 
ately bctore their ruine, 2 Kings 17. 4. 
comparcd with Hoſ. 1. 8. When Lo-amm? 
was born, the tcn_ tribes that bcfore 
were diſpiritcd, and by preſcnts did ho- 
magc to the King of Aſſyria year by year, 
begin to be jolly,and hope to caſt off the 
yoak of bondage, and bring preſents no 
longer 3 but joyned in confederacy with 
Feypt , which was immcdiately bctore 
their rejcfion, God begins to fave 
with a Jittle c{cape, but it may be but 
2 little lightning betore death, The Dot- 
phin ſports much bctore a ftorm. "Men 
1 jolly and fearlcſs condition, is a dread- 
ful pxcfage of a ruining fiozrm. So true 
n it 
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it 15 in maxima fortund minima licentia* 
In the greateſt proſperity, we are not 
allowed the leaſt ſinful liberty. God 


| threatning tþ bring down judgments up- 


on 1ſrael, ſays, he will feed him as a lamb 
in a large place, Hof. 4.16. To enlarge a 
peoples bounds, is in Scripture ' taken to 


free them from troubles , {0 God defign- 


ws, great diltreſs,would a while free them 
from troubles. *Tis a mctaphor taken 
from Butchers, who about to ſlay their 
Cattle, firſt put them into large paſtures 
to fatten them 3 {Oo God about to deſtroy 
a pcople, often gives them a freedome 
trom diftrcls, and leaves them 'to hill up 
apace the meaſures of their fins, and 
then brings them out to ſlaughter : Hence 
Merc, on the place 3 Nznc Iſraelitas copiose 
paſcet,ut mox ſaginati hoſtibus dedantur tru- 
cidandi, He tecds the Tſralites molt plen- 
tifully w.th mercics, that being fatted up, 
they may becomea prey to their butch- 
cring encmics, Oh how falt do we fat- 
ten !! How ſoon ſhall we be ready to be 
ſacrifices to our cnemics ? 

6, May we not jultly fear, that as God 
in his wrath hath dealt with others, he 
may deal with us? When Judgments on 
others are not made uſe of-as — 

they 
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too remiſs this once, but now we 
will be more invincible. The water 
caſt upon their fire, may, make it burn 
the more fiercely, and vexatious diſ- 
appointments will make them more dili- 
gent. 

5. May we not uſily fear the rclict 
that we have, may be no other than a 
faint chearing bctore a miferable death ? 
How often do we ſee men labouring un- 
der dcadly diſcaſes, revive. a little, and 
give up the Ghoft ? How often do we 
know a whiſt calm, bctore a raging ltorm ? 
A people may gct a little heart immcdt- 
ately bcfore their ruine. 2 Kings 17. 4. 
comparcd with Hof; 1. 8. When Lo-amm? 
was born, the tcn tribcs that bcfore 
were diſpirited, and by preſcnts did ho- 
mage to the King ot Afſyria year by year, 
begin to be jolly.,and hope to caſt off the 
yoak of bondage, and bring preſents no 
longer > but joyned in confederacy with 
Egypt , which was immediately bctore 
their rejection, God begins to fave 
with a little c{cape, but it may be but 
2 7iitle lightning betore death, The Dat- 
hin ſports much bctorc a ftorm. Men 
in jolly and fearleſs condition, is a dread- 
tul prcfage of a ruining fiorm. So true 
: it 
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it 15 in maxima fortund minima licentia* 
In the greateſt proſperity, we are not 
allowed the leaſt finful liberty. God 
threatning to bring down judgments up- 
on 1ſrael, ſays, he will feed him as a lamb 
in a large place, Hoſ. 4.16. To enlarge a 
peoples bounds, is 1n Scripture ' taken to 


free them from troubles; {0 God defign- 


vg, great diltreſs,would a while free them 
from troubles. *Tis a mctaphor taken 
from Butchers, who about to ſlay their 
Cattle, firſt put them into large paltures 
to fatten them 3 {o God about to deſtroy 
a pcople, often gives thcm a freedome 
trom diſtrc(s, and leaves them to hill up 
apace the meaſures of their fins, and 
then brings them out to ſlaughter : Hence 
Mere, on the place 3 Nunc Iſraelitas copiose 
paſcet,ut mox ſaginati hoſtibus dedantur tru- 
cidandi, He tecds the Tſralites molt plen- 
tifully w.th mcrcics, that being fatted up, 
they may becomeca prey to their butch- 
cring encmics, Oh how falt do we fat- 
ten !! How ſoon ſhall we be ready to be 
ſacritices to our cnemics ? 

6, May we not jultly fear, that as God 
in his wrath hath dealt with others, he 
may deal with us? When Judgments on 
others are not made uſe ot.as warnings, 

they 
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they become but examples and patterns of 
our own deftruction, Luke 13. 3. Except 
ye repent,ye ſhall ltkewiſe periſh, The Sword 
of Jultice is not'ſo blunted by wounding 
others, but it can wound the hairy ſcalp 
of every one that goes on in fm, The 
Arrows of Divine Vengeance are not yct 
ſpent,” thexe may -be naany in reſcrve to 
Picrce our 'obltinate , hardencd. hearts, 
God is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever; thc ſame to love, protect and {ccure 
his obſequious people 3 the ſame to ruine 
and detiroy rebcllious- finners. Ezck. 20. 
36, Like as I have pleaded mith your Fa- 
thers, ſo will I plead with you. Thc pu- 
nithments of tm other Nations have cx- 
perienced, may at laſt be inflicted on us, 
The Vengeance of God on others, is a 
ligne to us, Jer..7. 12-140 ye now t9 
my place which was in. Shiloh, and ſee 
what I did to it, for the wickedneſs of my 
people Iſrael; and now becauſe ye have done 
all theſe works, ſaith the Lord , therefore 
will T do ſo to this houſe, &c, May not the 
dealings of God with others, prognolii- 
cate his dealings with us? May not thc 
{ore Deſolations in Germany, the diltrefſes 
of Protcſtants in France, the ruines of the 


Churches we read of in Fohn's Revela- 
t10NsS , 
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tions . cauſe us to fear we at laſt (hall 
expcricnce. the fame Miſcries, and drink 
of the ſame cup of Altoniſhment that 
hath bcen given to them ? 2 Pet.2.5,6.1F 
God ſpared not the old world, ſhalt thou 
eſca e e bis judgment 7 What have we morc 


to {ccure us? Why ſhould we not be 
made as Sodome by judgments, that pa- 
rallel it in fins? Let us take the caution 
God gave to Iſrael, Deut. 24. 9. Re- 
member what the Lord thy God did unto 
Miriam by the way, when he brought thee 
from Egypt. Minde what God hath been 
doing to other Nations. The Inſcription 
on Senacherib's Statue may be written on 
all ruined Nations, ar £1 » Gegur doeinc if. 
Beholding me, tw to be godly. But c{pe- 
cially when diftreſlcs tall on a pcople near 
us, We are greatly to regard them. The 
Proteſtants in France are already involy*'d 


in unſpeakable trouble, and as the Poet 
{aid, 


—Tos res. agitur paries cum proximus ardet.,. 
Thou art greatly concerned when thy Neigh- 


bours houſe i in flames. The Cup paſles 
trom one to another. 

7. To conclude , Although we may 
have an eſcape from final Ruine, and 
glorious Times way lucceed our unhappy 

days, 
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days, may we not juſtly fear, that our 
Mercies may be wſhered in with a great 
deal of Miſcry, and that a black Storm 
will precede our glorious Sunſhine ? The 
approaches oft Mercics may be attended 
with amazing Terrour. Great diſtreſles 
may jultly be expected, before our great - 
Delivcrancc. 

The ſhortce the time of enemies raign- 
ing is, thc greater will be their rage. A 
Cloud uthcred in the preſence ct God 
to the Tabernacle > Chritts coming, to re- 
deem his people, appears in a cloud. 
The darkelt hour is a little before the 
dawning of the glorious day, The ſorclt 
conflicts Iſrael! had. was on their entrance 
into their blefſed and promiſed Canaan. 
Mercics of grcateſt excellencies, have pro- 
portioned difficulties. Foſephs pearled 
Crown, & Chains of honour, had anſwe- 
rable links of trouble. We-have juſt cauſe 
from Gods promiſes to expect ſome glo- 
rious days, but certainly a gloomy day 
will. be firſt, The carth will be ſhaken 
when Babylcn (hall fall. Before we can be 
happy, the filth of England malt be waſhed 
away with the ſpirit of judgment and burn- 
ing. We may be dcalt with as is ſpoken 
of the Jews, Zcch. 13.8, 9 Two parts 

may 
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may be cut off, and the third refined. 1 
may conhdently affert, God will bring 
more glorious days than yet the world 
enjoyed 3 but as Balaam laid, Alas, who 
ſpall lwe when the Lord does this ? Numb. 
24.24, Thou or I may be cut off, with 
millions more 3 and ſccing this time is at 
hand, be not ſecure, The onely way to 
ſecure any future deliverance , is by im- 
proving this. Ihe way to have future 
ſalvation,is to make uſe of thisyou cnjoy,to 
mortific fins, For the Redeemer ſhall come 
to Zion, and to thoſe that turn from iniquity 
in Jacob, Iſz. 59. 20. So then let us no 
longer abuſe the patience 'of God 3 but 
ſince he is an indulgent Father, let us be- 
come obedient Children 3 that fo we may 
hope, that he that hath dclivered, and can 
deliver, will ſtill be continuing dcliveran- 
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| Books Printed, and are to be fold by John 
Hancock, at the $; ign of the Three ee Þibles 
in Popes-Head Alley in Cornhul. 


Welve Books lately publiſhed by Mr. Th9. 
Brooks, late Preacher of the Goſpel at 3ſ+r- 
res New-Fiſh-ſtrect. 

+ Precious Remedies againſt Satans Devices, 
or Salve for Believers and Undbeltevers Sores : be- 
1ng a companion for thoſe that are in Chriſt, or 
our of Chriſt. | 

2, Heaven on Earth: Or a ſerious Diſcourſe 
touching a Well grounded Aſjurance of Mans E- 
verlaſting Happinefs. 

3. The unſearchable Riches of Chriſt held forth 
In 22 Sermons. 

4. Apples of Gold for young Men and Women, 
or the ty ry of being goo betimes. 

tring of Pearls : or the beſt things re- 
haves till laſt, 

--6. The Mute Chriſtian under the (marting Roc, 
with Soveraign Antidotes aginſt the moſt mile- 
rable Engines. 

7. An Ark for all Gods Noahs in a ſtormy Day. 

8. The Crown and Glory of Chriſtianity, in 48 
Sermons on Heb. 12. 14- 

0. The Privy Rey of Heaven : or a Diſcours of 
Clolet-Prayer. 

10. An heavenly Cordial for ſuch as have had 
or eſcaped the Plague. 

17. A Cabinet of choice Jewels, or a Box of 
percious Oyntment : containing ſpecial Maxims, 
Rules and Drre&ijons, in order to the clearing vp 
of a mans Intereſt in Chriſt, and his Title toall the 
glory of another World. 

. Londons Lamentations. 


The 
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A Catalegue of Boks, 


The Godly Mans Ark, in ſeveral Sermons. To 
which is added Mrs. Moors Evidences for Heaven : 
By Edmund Calamy, B. D. at Aldermanbury. 

Chriſts Communion with his Church Militant ; 
by Nicolas Lock yer. 

Sin the Plague of Plagues : by Ralph Venning. 

A true Narrative of thoſe two never to he for- 
fotten Deliverances, One from the? Spanih Inva- 
tion in $8, the other from the Hell1ſh Powder 
Plot, Nov. 5, 1605 : by Mr. Sam. Clarb, To 
which ts newly added a brief account of the late 
Horrid Plot, diſcovercd 1579, with a Relation of 
other Popiſh Cruelties, hear and beyond (cas. 

The Accurate Accomptant, or London Mer- 
chant : being Inſtru&1ons for keeping Merchants 
Accompts : by Thomas Bron n Accomptant. 

Short Writing, the moſt Eafie, Exat, Lineal 
and Speedy Method that hath ever yet been ob- 
rained, as thouſands in the City and elſewhere, can 
from their own Experience teſtifie : by Theophilus 
Metc alf. 

Alſo a Book called a School-maſter to it, ex- 
plaining all rhe Rules thereof. 

A Word of Advice to Saints; or a choice 
Drop of Honey from the Rock Chriſt. 

A Coppy-book of the Neweſt and moſt uſeful 
Hands, with Dire&tons for Spelling and Cypher- 
Ing. 

ridges Remains, being Eight choice Sermons : 
by the late Reverend Mr. William Bridge of Tar- 
mouth. : 

A Diſiwafive from Conformity to the World : 
alſo Gods ſeverity againſt Impenitent Sinners : 
by Henry Stubbes Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

Vennings Remains, belng the ſubſtance of many 
Sermons : by Mr.Ralph hea - wp 1g by him- 
felf for rhe Preſs a little before his death, A 
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The Poor mans Fanwly-book : by Richard 
Baxter, | 

Luthers 34 ſpecial and choice Sermons. 

Come Beyenicis, or the hairy Comet : being a 
Prognoſtick of malignant Influences from the ma- 
ty blazing Stars wandring in our Horizon, 

Goſpel love, Heart purity, and the flouriſhing 
of the Righteous 3 being the laſt Sermons of that 
late Eminent Divine Mr, Foſtpt Caryl. 

The Young mans Ghide ro Bleſſedneſs, or ſca- 
{onable Dire&ions for Youth 1n their unconvert- 
- garb by R. Mayhew, Miniſter of the .Goſ- 
pcl, | 
Cauſa Dei, or an Apology for God : wherein 
the perpetuity of Infernal Torments 1s evidenced, 
and both his Goodneſs and Juſtice defender] : 
Alſo the Nature of Puniſhments 1n general, and 
of Infernal ones in particular diſplayed : by R. 
Burthogge. 

The Legacy ofa dying Mother to her mourn- 
ing Children, being the Experiences of Mrs, $- 
ſanns Bell : publiſhed by Thomas _ 

King Famcs his Counterblaſt to Tobacco : To 
which 1s added a learned Diſcourſe touching To- 
bacco, by Dr. Maynwaring: wherein men may 
ſee whether Tobacco be good for them or no. 

Strength in Weakneſs : being a Sermon preach- 
ed at the Funeral of Mrs. Martha nan late 
Wife to Mr. Thomas Brooks, Miniſter of the Gol- 
pecl : to which is added ſome Exper1ences of the 
Grace and dealing of God , obſerved and ga- 
thered by a near relation of the ſaid Mrs. Brooks. 

An Excellent Catechiſm by the late Reverend 
Mr. Feremiab Burroughs. 

A Diſcourſe of Chriſts coming, and the TInflu- 
ence which the expectation thereof hath on all 
manner of Holy Converſation and Godlineſs, By 
Theophilus Gale. The 
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| atalogue of books, 

The Shepherds Legacy, or forty years cxpert- 
ence of the Wearher. 

The Y oung Mans confli& with and'V:Rory 0- 
vea the Devil by Faith ; Or a true- and perfect 
Relation of the Experiences of Thomas Powel, 
begun 1n the fifreenth, and continued till the {c- 
venteenth year.of his Age. 

Chriſts certain and ſudden appearance to Judg- 
ment, By Sam. Malboy. 

A brief Dl(cription of New Torb', and the 
places thereto adjoyning ; with Dire&tons and 
Adyice to ſuch as ſhall po thither, By Dan. Den- 
ton. 

A Cry ſor Lahourers in Gods Harveſt, heing 
a Sermon preaceed at the Funeral of Mr. R2!zh 
Venning, By R. Braege, Minter of the Goſpel. 

Chriſttan Dire&ions, ſhewing how to walk 
with God all the day long, By Tho. Gonge. 

Conſcience the beſt Friend upon Earth, or the 
happy cftects of keeping a good Conſcience, By 
Henry Stubbes. 

Mr, Stubb's Direfions for making peace with 
God, and his true laſt Speeches. 

Patience and its perfe&t work under ſudden and 
ſore Trials, by: Tho. Goodwin, D.D. 

Orthodox Paradoves Theoretical and Experi- 
menral, or a Believer clearing Trath by ſeeming 
Contraditions. With an Appendix of the Trt- 
umph of Aiſwurance ovcr the Law, Sin, World, 
Wants, &c. To which 1s added, The New Com- 
mand Renewed, or Love one another. With 10 
Rules for the Right underſtanding of Scripture, 
by R, Venning. A. M. 

Awakening Cal! from the- Eternal God to 
the Unconverrted, with ſeaſonable Advice to them 
that are under Convi&ions, to prevent their mi(- 
carrying in Converſion, by Samar Corbin, A. — 
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The Triumgh of Mercy in the Chariot -of 
Praiſe : a Treatiſe of preyenting {ccret and un- 
IA Mercies, Wych ſome mixr Refle&ttons, 

S., Lee. 

” The beſt Friend flangding at the Door , or 
Chriſt's awakening and affeRionate Call, both 
-to Profeſſors and ſecure Sinners, for Entrance 
into the Houſe, in ſeveral Sermons , by Joby 
Ryther, 

Iſrael Redux : Or, the Reſtauration of Iſrael ; 
An Eſſay.upon probable Grounds that the Tartars 


are the Ten Tribes of Iſrael, by G. F, With 


ſome Scriptue Evidences of their future Cor - 
verſion and Eſtabliſhment 1n their own Lana ; 
rogether with two Diſcourſes on-the mournful 
ſtate of the Church, with a Profpe& of her 
Dawning Glory, by Samuel Lee. 

Beams of the Spirit Enlivening, Enlightning, 
and Gladding the Soul, Imp. 7oſ. Caryl. 

The abfolute Accomprant , or London-Mer- 
chanr , containing Inſtru&ions and Direfions 
for a methodical keeping of Merchants Accounts, 
after the moſt exa&t and conciſe way of Debitor 
and Creditor. Alfo- the Memoral , vulgarly 
called a Waſt-book , and a Caſh-book, with a 
Journal and a Leager ; and at the end of the 
Leager a Ballance, Likewiſe Accounts of the 
Rents and Profits of ſeveral Eſtates mentioned to 
be mortgaged, with the Deduttions for Taxes 
reſpe&ively, As alfoa tranſattion and carrying 
on of a Trade Foreign and Domeſtick, for ym - 


one whole Year; with many Varieties of Demon- 


ſtrations, to pleaſe, profit , and delight thote thas 
defire to learn, and will take the pains to examine - 
the ſaid Account ; very plain, and eafte to be nn- 
derſtood by any of an indifferent capacity z and 
expedient for all Schoolmaſters that teach, y 


A Catalogue of Books. 


all thae defire to learn to keep Merchants Ac- 
counts, by Thomas Brown Accomptant., 

An Engliſh and Nether Dutch Dictionary, com- 
poſed our of the” beſt Authors. 

An Engliſh and Nether-Datch Grammar, eaſie 
to be underſtood. 

The Sole and Soveraign way of England's be- 
ing ſaved, humbly propoſed by Robert Perrot, 
Mimiſter of the Goſpel, in London, from Pſalm. 
80.19, With an Epiſtle to the Reader , by 
Mr. Zoſeph Caryl and Dr. Manton. 

Theological Treatiſes 3- being E1ght Theſes of 
Divinity 3 viz. 1. Produftion of Mans Soul. 2. 
Divine Predeſtination. 3. The true Church- 
Regiment. 4. Preditons of Metſhas, . 5. Chriſts 
two Geneolopſes. $S. The Revelation Revealed. 
7. Chriſt's Millenar Reign. 8. The Worlds Dit- 
ſolution, by Rob. Vilvain. = 

The Poetical Hiſtory, being a compleat Col- 
le&ion of all the Stories neccſſary for a perfe&t 
underſtanding of the Greeb and Latine Pocts, and 
other antient Authors, by Mareus d"A/juegny, B.D. 
 Memoires of Mr. Des Kcotais, formerly ſtiled 
18 the Church of Rome, The moſt Vencrable Fa- 
ther Caſſtanus of Paris, Prieſt and Preacher, of 
the Order of the Capucines, or the Motives of his 
Converſion; in two Parts. . 1. That the Do- 
&rine of the now Roman-Church 1s not grounded 
upon the Scripture. 2. That the Church of 
Rome 1s not the iruc Church. In French and Ey- 
gliſh. In Oftavo. 

A Deſcription of the Natvre of Four-foored 
Beaſts, with fourſcorglarge F1gures engraven in 
Copper. Written in Latine by Dr. Fobn Zohn- 
ſton ;, tranſlated into F#gliſh by F. P. 

The Compleat Clerk z; containing the beſt 


Forms of all forts of Preſidents for m——_—_— 
at 
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and Aſſurances, and other Inſtruments now in 
Uſe and Practice ; with the Forms of Bills, Plea- 
dings, and: Anſwers 1n Chancery , as they were 
penned and; perfetted by eminent Lawyers and 
great Conveyances, both Antient and Modern. 

The true Intelle&ual Syſteme of the Univerſe ; 
wherein all the Reaſon and Philoſophy of Atheiſm 
1s Confuted, and 1ts Impoſhbility Demonſtrated, 
by R. Cudworth, D. D. | 


- "The Hiſtory of the Church and State of $S:ot- 
land, beginning the year of our Lord 203, and 


continued to the end of King Fames the Sixth of 
_——_ Memory, in ſeven Books, by 7. Spotſ- 
wood. 

The Memoires of the Lives and Actions of 
Fames and William Dukes of Hamilton and Caſtle- 
heruld, &c. in which an account 1s given of the 
Riſe and Progreſs of the Civil Wars of Scotland ; 
with many Letters, Injun&ions, and other Papers 
written by King Charles the Firſt, never . before 
publiſhed, by Gilber Burnet. 

An Epitome of Eſiays, containing Six Claſles 
of 1. Theologicals, 2. Hiſtoricals. 3. Heteroge- 
neals. 4. Bruto-Anglicals. $. Miſcellaneals. 
6. Mutnartitials ; beſides a fardel of ſeventy fix 
Fragments, by Robert Voluain. | 

The true and only way of Concord of all the 
Chriſtian Churches, the Defirallene(s of ir, and 
the DeteRion of falſe dividing te:ms open'd, by 
Richard Baxter. 

A true Believers Choice and Plealure,inſtanced 
in the Exemplary Life of Mrs. Mary Coxt , the 
late Wife of Dr. Thomas Coxe : Preacned tor her 
Funeral, by Richard Baxter. 

A Narrative, and Impartjal Diſcovery of the 
Horrid Popiſh Plot; carried on for the burning 
and deſtroying the Cites of Lozdon and Weſt- 
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miner, with their Suburbs, &c. Setting forth 
the ſeveral Conſulrs, Orders, and Reſolutons of 
the Jefuirs concerning the ſame, And divers De- 
poſitions and Informations relating thereunto, 
never before printed. By Capt. William Bzaloe, 
lately engaged in that horrid Defigne, and one of 
the Popiſh Committee for carrying on ſuch 
Fires. 

A Narrative of unheard-of Popiſh Cruelties 
towards Proteſtants beyond Seas : or, a new Ac- 
count of- the Bloody Spaniſh Inquiſition. Pu- 
bliſhed as a Caveat to Proteſtants. By Mr. Dyg- 
aalc. 
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